Soviets *not yet ready 9 for Israel 

MOSCOW (R) — A Soviet spokesman said Saturday conditions were ndt^ ; l 
y®* for immediate reestablishment of diplomatic relations with Israel 
although Moscow oo longer set any pre-conditions. Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Vhaiy Churkin confirmed at a news conference that Moscow 
dq longer insisted that a Middle East peace conference get under way with 
Israeli participation before restoration of relations, severed in 1967. 
Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze first signalled the shift in Soviet 
policy during a joint news conference in Washington last Wednesday with 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. “It is true that there are no 
prc -conditions, but such an important act must be accompanied by a 
developing process and Mr. Shevardnadze said so with prime Minister 
Shamir,'' Churkin said. “I am not saying we are ready to restore relations 
now. but there are no pre-conditions." In his statement in Washington, 
Shevardnadze said Moscow was moving towards restoring full diplomatic 
ties with Israel and that completing the process was only a nutter of time 
(Iraq assaBs Moscow, page 2). 
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Volunteers train to defend Iraq 

BAGHDAD (R) — A new group of Arab vohmteera started training in 
Ary 1 -amp. Saturday to defend Iraq in case of war over Kuwait, the 

** ‘ ' pledged id •'protect the 

...and teach 



them lessons in sacrifice," INA raid. Badrecfefin tfuddadwr, an official of 
dm pan-Arab organisation of the Basth Party, tokl the votameos the 
expected battle “win decide all the Arab Nation’s battles because it unifies 
STranks of the Arab Nation.- to free die Zlomrta and Am^i«n 
coames/ 9 Tbo agency (fid not give the number or Md onaHtif i of the 
volunteers- Eafer groups were mostly Egyptians and Sudanese. Ejjfpt 
Has sent troops to the U.S.-kd coalition co nf ronting Iraq over Kuwait but 
tboosands of Egyptians work in Iraq. Some of them served in Iraq i army 
during the 1980& war with Iran, the vice-cfeainnan of the rating 
Revolutionary Command Council. Izzat Ibrahim, told visiting member* of 
the Libyan-based Worid Popular Islamic Lcadc n lrip that “the United 
States will not. afl it claims, settle this battle in a matter of days of weeks. 
We will fight this war for long yean.” 
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Dutch join march 
against war 

AMSTERDAM (R) — 
Thousands of people staged a 
noisy but peaceful march 
through central Amsterdam 
Saturday to protest against the 
military build-up in the Gulf. 
Protesters waved banners read- 
ing “No blood for oil" and “No 
war in the Gulf' as they made 
their way from the central Dam 
Square to the U.S. consulate in 
the south of the city. A police 
spokesman estimated the crowd 
at 3,000. One man was arrested 
after trying to scale the fence 
surrounding the consulate, he 
added. Other protesters carried 
placards calling on Defence 
Minister Relus Ter Beek to re- 
call Dutch warships from the 
Gulf. The Netherlands has sent 
two frigates to the area. 

Fundamentalists 
win Mauritania polls 

NOUAKCHOTT (AP) — Isla- 
mic fundamentalists won 21 of 
37 council seats in Nouakchott, 
the capital and only major dty. 
according to official results 
Saturday from Mauritania’s first 
multiparty elections. The first 
round of municipal voting was 
held Dec. 7, and a second round 
took place Friday. Official re- 
sults from smaller communities 
were not immediately available. 
In Nouakchott, where an esti- 
mated 700,000 of Mauritania's 
1.6 million people live, the 
Choura movement of Islamic 
fundamentalists won 21 seats on 
the dty council. It was followed 
by Democracy and Unity, a 
coalition that encompasses black 
nationalists and communists, 
which won 10 seats. A third 
group, espousing a pan-Arab 
platform, won three seats. Only 
90,000 Nouakchott residents 
registered for election, but the 
official turnout figure was not 
released Saturday. 

Hundreds of 
German spies 
lurking around, 
prosecutor says 

BONN (AP) — Germany’s top 
lawman believes that 500 to 600 
secret agents from former East 
Germany have yet to be found, a 
newspaper reported Saturday. 

In the past several months, au- 
thorities have arrested dozens of 
former East German spies who 
bad been planted in various gov- 
ernment offices in former West 
Germany. But federal prosecu- 
tor Alexander von Stahl said he 
believes up to 600 ex-operatives 
bave managed to elude the un- 
ited government's spy net, 
according to an interview pub- 
lished in the Bild am Sonntag 
newspaper. 

Mubrak names 
new minister 

CAIRO (R) — President Hosui 
Mubarak promoted a junior 
minister to education minister 
Saturday to replace Ahmad 
Fathi Sour our, who was chosen 
speaker of Egypt's newly elected 
parliament two days ago. A 
presidential decree, reported by 
Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency, said Adel Ezz would 
take over the education portfolio 
but retain his job as minister of 
state for scientific research. 

'Peace boat’ sails 

through Suez Canal 

CAIRO (R) — A 'peace boat* 
carrying 150 women taking 
medicine and milk powder to 
Iraq sailed through the Suez 
Canal Saturday beading for the 
Gulf, canal sources said. They 
said the 11,333-ton Iraqi- 
registered Ibn Khaldoun, which 
docked off Port Said Friday, 
entered the canal from the 
Mediterranean and was on its 
way to the Red Sea. Egypt's 
national Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) said it paid 
$50,000 in transit tolls. The ship 
set oat from Tams a week ago 
and docked in Libya last Mon- 
day before heading for Egypt. 
The voyage was organised by 
Arab women’s unions with the 
aim of breaking a United Na- 
tions trade embargo on Iraq 
beipg enforced by Western 
warships in the Red Sea and the 
Gulf. The Ibn Khaldoun is due 
to stop at Sudanese, Yemeni and 
Omani ports before heading for 
Iraq. 
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King, 
Arafat 
discuss 
Arab 
dialogue 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Hus Majesty 
King Hussein and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat Satur- 
day discussed the latest develop- 
ments in the Gulf crisis and 
followed up the question of in- 
itiating Arab- Arab dialogue to 
help settle the issue. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the meeting at the 
Royal Court, shortly after Ara- 
fat's arrival in Amman, was 
attended by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Royal 
Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, the King’s Political 
Adviser Adnan Abu Odeh and 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Marwan Ai 
Qasem. On the Palestinian side 
the meeting was attended by 
Abdul Razzaq AI Yafaya, Maha- 
moud Darwish, Mohammad 
Milhem, Hakam BaTawi and 
Palestine Ambassador to Jordan 
A] Tayeb Abdul Rahim. 

Upon his arrival, Arafat 
voiced his support for the King's 
call for Arab- Arab dialogue. 
The King’s call, be said, express- 
ed the views of Iraq, Yemen, 
Jordan and Palestine. 

“Any international solution to 

(Con tinned on page 5) 
Arafat honours scholars, page 3 



Arafat (photo by Yoosef 


EBs Majesty King Hussein Saturday confers with Palestinian l e ad e r Yass 
AI * Allan) 

Israel sealsoffGaza; 

1 , 000 reportedly arrested 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops sea- 
led off the occupied Gaza Strip 
Saturday and lawyers said up to 
1,000 Palestinians were arrested 
in the hunt for suspects in the 
killings of three Israelis at a Tel 
Aviv factory. 

Right-wing Likud member of 
parliament Yehuda Perah de- 
manded the government allow 
security forces to shoot Palesti- 
nians who carried out such kill- 
ings, even if they surrendered, 
Israel Radio said. 

Housing Minister Ariel Shar- 
on, architect of Israel’s invasion 
of Lebanon is 1982, said the 
wave of attacks against Israelis 
could be stopped only by force. 

Eight Israelis have been killed 
since police shot dead at least 20 
Palestanians in Jerusalem Oct. 
8 . 


“No political solution for 
peace will be achieved even for a 
day as long as the Arab(s)... feel 
daily victory by killing Jews,” 
Sharon told army radio.' 

The Gaza Bar Association 
said between 600 and 1,000 peo- 
ple, among them many promin- 
ent academics, had been de- 
tained in a sweep by Israeli 
forces through the strip. 

An army spokeswoman would 
not comment on the reported 
arrests but said the strip was a 
dosed military area. 

She said curfews had been 
imposed on five refugee camps, 
two towns and one district of 
Gaza Qty. Curfews were also 
damped on three camps ih the 
West Bank. The West Bank 
towns of Tulkarm and QalqOya 
were declared dosed military 


Sources said troops had sealed 
off the strip by land and sea. 

Palestinians in the West Bank 
said nearly 50 people sympathe- 
tic to the Islamic ftmdamentalist 
Hamas movement had been de- 
tained there during the night 
after three Israelis were stabbed 
to -death at a Tel Aviv suburban 
factory Friday. 

Security sources said the 
arrests were continuing. 

Police said Palestinians knife d 
a woman and two men at the 
factory on Friday morning. Slo- 
gans spray-painted on the walls 
of the plant ascribed the IrilHrtgs 
to Hamas, a leading force in the 
three-year-old Palestinian upris- 
ing. 

In Rafab in the strip, during a 
march Friday to mark the third 

(Continued on page 4) 


EC calls for Iraqi pullout, 
urges Mideast conference 


ROME (Agencies) — The lead- 
ers of the European Community 
(EC) ended a two-day s ummi t 
here Saturday with a call on Iraq 
to withdraw from Kuwait to 
avert a war in the region. They 
also reaffirmed their support fair 
an international peace confer- 
ence on die Arab-Israeti con- 
flict. 

The EC leaders also approved 
$2.1 billion in emergency aid for 
the Soviet Union and issued a 
statement that brought Britain 
into the movement towards 
European Union. 

The EC leaders approved a 
resolution calling for an interna- 
tional peace conference on the 
Middle East “at the appro p riate 
time” and expressing concern 
about increasing violence in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

The leaders repeated their 


condemnation of Iraq's occupa- 
.tion of Kuwait and said they 
remained committed to United 
Nations resolutions calling on 
Iraq to withdraw. 

“The responsibility lies on the 
Iraqi government to ensure 
peace for its people by com- 
plying fully with the demands of 
the United Nations Security 
Council including complete 
withdrawal from Kuwait by Jan. 
15,” they said in a statement. 

The United Nations has 
approved the use of force to 
expel Iraqi forces from the emi- 
rate if they are not withdrawn by 
Jan. 15. 

French President Francois 
Mitterrand said Iraq was risking 
war with the U.S. -led multina- 
tional force in the Gulf by failing 
to set a date for talks offered by 
Washington. 


“I believe Iraq’s position of 
putting back to a very late 
date... an exchange of views 
which could be very profitable is 
very damaging to peace,” he 
told a news conference. 

“If there is no movement, we 
will reach Jan. 15 and I cannot 
believe that Iraq is not seriously 
considering the fate it is risking, 
which would obviously com- 
promise the region of tire world 
in which it is situated.” 

British Prime Minister John 
Major, attending his first summit 
since replacing Margaret 
Thatcher last month, said the 
statement showed the EC was 
re maining firm on the Gulf. 

. The EC leaders dealt with the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Iraqi doctor says children 
died for lack of medicine 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — The 
director of a Baghdad children's 
hospital said Saturday four pa- 
tients had died from lack of 
proper medicines following the 
blockade of Iraq. 

Dr. Emil Kirma said his 130- 
bed Alwiya Hospital was operat- 
ing at half capacity because it 
was short of medicine, equip- 
ment and food. 

Kirma said although medicine 
was excluded from the trade 
sanctions, the U.S. and British 
governments were stopping 
ships carrying medicine from 
reaching Iraq. 

Diplomats say the ban on 
trade may have delayed some 
medicine shipments. 

The Iraqi government says 
1,400 children have died since 
sanctions were imposed because 
of shortage of medicine, food 
and baby nrilk- 

Kirma-said his hospital had 
run out of some types of antibio- 
tics such as cephalosporine and 
pyopen. insulin, anaesthetic 
ampoules and many spare parts 
for equipment. 

The supply of disposable 
syringes was almost gone and 
doctors were shon of many 
drugs and cutting down on pre- 
scriptions. 


In an interview with Reuters, 
Kirma said a boy aged between 
one and two had died because 
doctors had to treat septicaemia 
with garamicin instead of 
pyopen. 

A pneumonia sufferer had 
died because cloxaciline was not 
available, he said. Doctors had 
to use ampicillin, which was less 
effective. 

Kirma said two children suf- 
fering from acute diarrhoea had 
died because they needed isomil, 
a special kind of sensitised milk. 

He said the Health Ministry 
had already supplied his hospit- 
al's allocation of medicine till the 
end of December and no more 
was available. 

“We have a terrible situa- 
tion,*' he said. “Children are 
very ill and need proper antibio- 
tics but we don't have first-line 
medicine.” 

Iraq said Friday the United' 
Nations Children's Fund had 
sent 28 tonnes of medicine. It 
was the latest of several ship- 
ments from humanitarian orga- 
nisations, foreign governments 
and other groups. 

Asked about these, Kirma 
said they were not adequate for 
a population of 18 million and 
not always what was needed. 


The Iraqi Red Crescent Socie- 
ty said Saturday it received 22 
tonnes of medical supplies from 
the Italian Red Cross Society. 

Dr. Amid Abdul Hamid, de- 
puty chief of the Iraqi society, 
said the bulk of the supplies 
delivered by an Italian delega- 
tion are medicines for children. 

On Saturday the Baghdad 
Observer, an English-language 
daily, quoted Nahlah Ibrahim, a 
children’s hospital manager in 
Baghdad, also as saying that 
many babies are suffering from 
malnutrition and a lack of medi- 
cine-. He said a lack of potassium 
and sodium-based medicines 
threaten the lives of children 
suffering from diarrhoea. 

Abdul Hamid said various 
Red Cross societies have sent 
more than 50 tonnes of medicine to 
Iraq. He did not give a time 
frame for the deliveries. 

Iraq has complained that large 
shipments of medicine have' 
been held by some countries 
because of the U.N. sanctions 
imposed on Iraq after its Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait. 

However, earlier this month 
diplomats contended Iraq had 
received at least 70 tonnes of 
medical supplies since mid- 
October. 


U.S. church 
leaders 
plan peace 
pilgrimage 

NICOSIA (AP) — A delegation 
of 18 U.S. church leaders said 
Saturday they were embarking 
on a “peace pilgrimage” to avert 
war over the Gulf crisis. 

“I think it is true that this is 
the first time that this kind of 
effort is being made before a war 
has begun, to prevent its out- 
break,” said Edmond L. Brown- 
ing. the presiding bishop of the 
U.S. Episcopal Church. 

Browning and other delega- 
tion members told a news con- 
ference they would stress the 
inter-rrdatioaship of the Gulf crisis 
with other outstanding Middle 
East problems. 

“We are deeply, deeply con- 
cerned over the possibility of 
war and we hope and pray we 
can participate in the process 
that can help alleviate this possi- 
bility,” he added. 

“We also feel that for us, as 
religious leaders, to remain si- 
lent, or to choose, not to do 
anything between now and the 
15th of January would be abdi- 
cating our leadership role as 
religious people,” said Bishop 
Melvin Talbert of the United 
Methodist Church. 

Jan. 15 is the deadline set by 
the U.N. Security Council for 
the use of force if Iraq does not 
withdraw from Kuwait. 

The delegation will split into 
three groups. One will visit Iraq, 
another Israel and the third 
Lebanon and Syria for talks with 
local church and political lead- 
ers. 

They will hold a press confer- 
ence on their return to New 
York on Dec. 21. 

“We don’t come with a plan, 
but we come with the feeling 
that by actively engaging the 
situation, just maybe, we could 
help avert war,” Talbert said. 

“We must negotiate, rather 
than go to war, this is our bot- 
tom line position” said the ReY. 
Joan Campbell, general 
secretery-elect of the National 
Council of the Churches of 
Christ. 

“We will urge (Iraqi Presi- 
dent) Saddam Hussein and our 
own president, in every way we 
can, using the influence that we 

(Continued on page 4) 


Price: Jordan 90 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 

Iraq says Aziz- Bush 
talks on Dec. 17 are off 

Saddam: Palestine issue has priority 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Saturday that Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz would not 
meet U.S. President George 
Bush on Monday as proposed 
but added it still wanted serious 
dialogue. 

Information Minister Latif 
Nassif AI Jassem said there was 
no chance of a Dec. 17 meeting 
but left open the possibility of a 
compromise on new dates for 
the fust direct talks between 
Baghdad and Washington since 
the Gulf crisis erupted. 

But President Saddam Hus- 
sein, who demands that any 
direct talks with Washington 
.address all Middle East issues, 
said the Palestinian question 
should be discussed before Iraq’s 
takeover of Kuwait 

He told an Islamic delegation: 
“If we were told, let us discuss 
the Gulf issue within the 
(framework of) international law 
and then we discuss the Palesti- 
nian question, we would tell 
them if petrol is more im p ort a nt 
to you, Jerusalem is more impor- 
tant to us and each nation’s 
priority should be respected.” 


Saddam pledged Iraq would 
hot lightly resort to arms but 
would fight to defeat whatever 
armies w ere massed against it. 

“I promise you that we will 
not think of using arms in an 
easy way, but if we were forced 
to fight, we will fight with all the 
meanings of Arab and raiamic 
honour... and the unjust people 
will be defeated whatever the 
number of their armies and 
weapons are,” be said in a 
speech reported by Baghdad 
Television. 

Saddam also attacked Syria 
for the first time since Damascus 
joined the U.S-dommated multi- 
national force m the Gutf region. 

“...How can the rulers of 
Syria speak about international 
legitimacy? Have they respected 
international legitimacy?” 

Aziz was due to fly to 
Washington this weekend, but 
Jassem told the British Broad- 
casting Corporation that there 
was no possibility of the meeting 
taking place. 

Earlier Saturday, Iraq’s Re- 
volutionary Command Council 
(RCC) accused Bush of lying 


and insisted Iraq will set the date 
for any direct talks in Baghdad. 

“Iraq alone has the right to fix 
dates for foreign officials to meet 
its president,” the council said in 
a statement carried by the Iraqi 
News Agency. 

Washing ton has rejected Jan. 
12 as the date of talks in Bagh- 
dad between Saddam and U.S. 
Secretary of State Jazoes Baker. 
Baker, saying it was too dose to 
the Jan.- 15 U.N. deadline for 
Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait. 

“We have offered 15 dates 
and (Iraq) ought to get moving” 
and accept one. Bush said in 
Washington Friday. 

INA said an RCC spokesman 
accused Bush of lying about 
pro posing 15 dates. 

“The American President 
Bush only proposed two options 
— either for the meeting to be 
held on 20, 21 or 22 of Dec. or 
on Jan. 3, which we said were 
not appropriate,” the spokes- 
man said. 

“Those who want peace 
should not make noises about 

(Continued on page 5) 


Benjedid and Assad 
discuss Gulf crisis 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Algerian President Chadli Bea- 
jedidj opened talks Saturday with 
Syrian President Hafez AI Assad 
on ways of finding an Arab 
solution to the Gulf crisis. 

Presidential spokesman Joub- 
ran Kourieh told Reuters Assad 
and the Algerian leader held a 
private meeting at the presiden- 
tial palace after a session which 
was attended by their aides. 

“The talks dealt with the Arab 
situation in general and the Gulf 
crisis and its developments in 
particular,” Kourieh said. He 
gave no further details. 

Benjedid, touring the Middle 
East to rally support for a peace- 
ful solution to the Gulf crisis, 
arrived in Damascus Saturday 
from Oman. 

He has been to Baghdad for 
talks with Iraqi Preadmit Sad- 
dam Hussein, visited Jordan and 
Iran and, accordi n g to Egyptian 
government sources in Cairo, 
has added Egypt to his schedule. 

Saudi Arabia has been cool to 
his mission and It is unclear 
whether he will go there as well. 

Syria, Egypt and Saudi Arabia 
are the main Arab participants 
in the U.S.-led alliance opposing 


Iraq. 

Algeria opposes both the 
ocemiation. of Knyvaft 
deployment of foreign forced Tn 
the Gulf. 

In Muscat, Benjedid held 
talks with Sultan Qaboos, the 
chairman of the six-member 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). 

Omani Foreign Minister 
Yousef Ben Alawi, speaking in 
Muscat after Benjedid’s depar- 
ture, said that he hoped the 
Algerian president’s tour would 
enable “Arab leaders to reach a 
consensus to help the Gulf avert 
a future catastrophe.” 

The Algerian leader was still 
in the stage of exchanging views 
with Ins Arab counterparts and 
“not in the stage of (peace) 
formulas,” Ben Alawi added in 
statements distrib u ted by the offi- 
cial Oman News Agency. 

On Friday, the Omani minis- 
ter said Benjedid *s trip was 
“very import a nt under die ex- 
tremely sensitive ci reams t- 


“It can be said that op t i mism 
about the Gulf crisis is now 

(Continued on page 4) 


Morocco says 2 killed, 
200 injured in riots 


RABAT (Agencies) — Police 
clashed with protesters and loo- 
ters aimed with chains and bars 
in Fez and other cities daring a 
general strike. Two people were 
killed and about 200 injured, 
authorities said Saturday 

Both deaths occurred in Fez, 
the scene of the worst violence 
during Friday's one-day strike. 
A policeman was fatally stabbed 
and a man was crushed to death 
by stampeding protesters during 
a police charge, according to an 
official communique. 

Union officials said more than 
25 people were killed, but the 
claim could not be confirmed. 
Fez and other cities were re- 
ported calm Saturday. 

The union officials, who were 
seeking higher wages, said 80 
per cent of workers observed 
their strike call. The government 
had discouraged the strike with a 
banning order, and it appeared 
mainly to have affected Fez. 

The government said only ab- 
out 50 of the country's 10,000 
businesses and factories were 
idled by the' strike. 

The national news agency, 
MAP, said gangs of looters 
armed with chains and iron bars 
ransacked stores, banks and 
public buildings in Fez, the 
country’s religious capital. 

Friday’s strike was called by 
Morocco's two trade union .fed- 
erations, the Confederation 
Democralique du Travail (CDT) 
and the Union Generate desTra- 


vaffleuxs Marocarns (UGTM), to 
back a list of demands including 
doubling the legal minimum 
wage* - 

Witnesses said most of the 
rioters were aged from 15 to 25. 
Many were from Fez University, 
scene of recent clashes between 
left-wing and Islamic fun- 
damentalist students. 

It was the worst street vio- 
lence in Morocco since January 
1984, when more than 100 peo- 
ple died in bread riots. 

MAP said several hotels in 
Fez, 150 kilometres east of 
Rabat, were set ablaze but there 
were no casualties among staff 
or guests. Rescue teams plucked 
some from the flames. 

One hotel, the Merinides, a 
200- room landmark on a hill 
overlooking the old dty, was 
burned down. 

A member of the West Ger- 
man parliament on holiday with 
his wife said they spent eight 
hours hiding in their room while 
rioters looted and burned the 
Merinides. 

“It was a nightmare. It was 
hell. We hid in our room while 
the mob wrecked the hotel and 
stole everything,” said Christian 
Leow, a Christian Democrat. 

He said someone broke down 
the door of their room Friday 
afternoon and they e scaped 
down a smoke-filled corridor to 
take refuge in another room with 
two Spanish honeymoon cou- 
ples. 


Democrats 
debate war 
option in 
Sitidi desert 

SAUDI ARABIA (AP) — The 
Senate debate on whether to use 
force against Iraq after the Un- 
ited Nations’ Jan. 15 deadline or 
give economic sanctions more 
time to work moved to the de- 
sert; Saturday when seven Demo- 
cratic senators toured troop 
positions - 

“Everyone is weighing it very 
carefully. There are few that 
prematurely want to take a deci- 
sion ahead of the president,” 
said Sen. Charles S. Robb of 
Virginia. 

The group, organised by Sen- 
ate majority leader George 
Mitchell of Maine, was sche- 
duled to meet King Fahd later 
Saturday in the Red Sea port of 
Jeddah. It included senators 
Paul Simon of Illinois, Robert 
Graham of Florida. Richard 
Shelby of Alabama, Richard 
Bryan of Nevada and Herbert 
Kohl of Wisconsin. 

Their tour is also to include 
stops in Cairo Sunday and Mon- 
day, when they are to meet 
President Hosni Mubarak, as 
well as a visit to Israel Tuesday 
for talks with Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir. 

While opinion among the 
Democrats on the wisdom of 
rising force varied, the general 
consensus was that the situation 
had moved closer to war this 
week as the United States and 
Iraq deadlocked over a date for 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker to visit Baghdad to meet 
with Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. They also supported 
Bosh’s tough tallc against Iraq. 

“My sense is that the pros- 
pects of war are. greater than 
they were two weeks a go m large 
part because of the way in which 
(Iraq) is using die meeting as a 
form of manipulation rather 
than serious discussion,” said 

Graham. 

Simon, a member of the Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee, came out most strongly 
against the war option if Iraq 
ignored the United Nations 
deadline of Jan. 15 to withdraw 
from Kuwait or face war. 

“Tfie question is do you pur- 
sue sanctions with troop rota- 
tions or do you move militari ly 
My own inclination would be to 
bave sanctions with rotations,” 
said Simon, who added drat it 
might mean delaying die fight for a 
year or more. 

But others said sanctions 
might not have the desired 



sanctions 
- working is an economic sen 
they may not convince Sadd 
Hussein to withdraw fr 
Kuwait no matter what ts 
frame is involved,” said Ro 
also on the Fo reign 
Committee. 
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U.N. president to visit 


Iraq criticises Moscow’s move 


refugee camps , emphasises 


towards full relations with Israel 


need for peace conference 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The General Assembly presi- 
dent has followed up a call for 
sanctions against Israel with the 
announcement that he would 
visit Palestinian refugee camps 
in Jordan and the Israeli-occu- 
pied territories early next 
month. 

It would be the first time the 
president of the General Assem- 
bly had visited the camps, U.N. 
officials said. 

General Assembly President 
Guido de Marco, addressing a 
news conference before the end 
of the assembly next week, also 
said that an international peace 
conference on the Middle East 
“should become a reality.” 

De Marco, the foreign minis- 
ter of Malta, spoke one day after 
the 159-member assembly voted 
overwhelmingly to call for sanc- 
tions against Israel for occupa- 
tion of Arab territories. It also 
called, as in previous years, for 
an international peace confer- 
ence. 

General Assembly resolu- 
tions, however are not legally 
binding. But they carry moral 
weight as the expression of the 
will of the international com- 
munity, especially in the post- 
cold war era when the United 
States and the Soviet Union are 
cooperating on many issues. 

Security Council resolutions 
are considered legally binding, 
and the United States recently 


has been trying to remove any 
reference to a Mideast peace 
conference from the heart of a 
resolution providing more pro- 
tection for the Palestinians, U.S. 
officials say that Iraq might mis- 
interpret a call for a Mideast 
peace conference as linkage to 
its invasion of Kuwait. 

The United States and non- 
aligned members of the council 
apparently are at an impasse 
over U.S. efforts to remove the 
passage on the conference, 
although it mirrors U.S. policy 
about an eventual meeting. 
Negotiations are continuing, 
however, and the council is to 
meet again Monday. 

Some Arab members have in- 
dicated that if the stalemate per- 
sists in the council they would try 
to raise the issue in the General 
Assembly and seek endorsement 
from all members on protecting 
Palestinians and calling for a 
peace conference. 

De Marco indicated that be 
did not want to see any contra- 
diction between the assembly 
and the council and hoped that 
the issue would be resolved, 
without recourse to the 
assembly. 

At his news conference Fri- 
day, de Marco said he would 
visit Palestinian refugee camps 
in an effort to highlight the 
plight of refugees living in the 
occupied territories. 

“We must give the human 


problem more political import- 
ance than it has had so far, de 
Marco said. 

His itinerary was not dis- 
closed, but the trip was expected 
to take place in the first week of 
January, officials said. He also is 
likely to bold official meetings in 
Israel and in Jordan during the 
visit, officials said. 

De Marco also said that “a 
peace conference should become 
a reality.” 

The president, in line with 
ocher U.N. formulations, said 
that a Mideast peace conference 
should include all interested par- 
ties, including Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

Its purpose, he said, would be 
“to ensure that the occupied 
territories are no longer occu- 
pied, but are returned to those 
from whom they were taken.” 

He said it also should provide 
international guarantees for se- 
cure frontiers for Israel and 
other states. 

He said that a conference 
should not preclude bilateral 
negotiations between Israel and 
its neighbours. 

Israeli officials have rejected a 
peace conference, saying that 
the primary vehicle for peace 
should be bilateral negotiations 
with its neighbours. They have 
said Israel would refuse to 
accept a settlement imposed 
upon it and would not negotiate 
with the PLO. 


BAGHDAD (Agendes) — A 
government newspaper said 
Saturday that the Soviet Union 
had capitulated and bad sold out 
its Arab friends by moving to- 
wards full diplomatic relations 
with Israel. 

The Baghdad Observer, a 
government owned English- 
language daily, linked the move 
to Moscow’s opposition to the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and 
Soviet support for the interna- 
tional sanctions against Iraq. 

“The Soviet Union’s backing 
down from its international 
obligations cannot be described 
but as a sell out of its Arab 
friends which is also vividly dear 
in its handling of the Gulf crisis, 
the newspaper said in an edito- 
rial. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze met 
Wednesday with Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Sahmir in 
Washington and said later the 
two countries were moving to- 
wards restoring full ties. The 
Soviet Union severed relations 
with Israel in 1967. 

Shevardnadze also said re- 
sumption of full ties no longer 
depends on any Soviet precondi- 
tions, such as Israeli participa- 
tion in a Middle East peace 


conference. 

The Baghdad Observer said 
the Soviet Union has been con- 
sidered an Arab friend and the 
main supporter of the Third 
World, but that now it seems to 
have dropped “all its declared 
policies because of Western and 
Zionist pressure.” 

Iraqi media have been critical 
of the Soviet Union recently 
because of its denunciation of 
the Kuwait Lavas on. Iraq media 
also have accused Moscow of 
being subservient to the United 
States in the Gulf crisis. 


“It’s regrettable that a country 
friendly to Arabs is giving up 
such a friendship and turning its 
back to the mutual interests of 
both Arabs and the Soviets,” the 
Observer said. 

In Ankara, Shevardnadze 
warned Friday that a Gulf wax 
would be costly and asked for all 
means to be used for a peaceful 
solution. 

“I have knowledge of the 
military potential in the region,” 
he told reporters at the end of a 
two-day visit to Turkey. “There- 
fore I can imagine the dimensions 
of the catastrophe that will take 
place.” 

“7 even try to reafritin from 


uttering the word war,” She- 
vardnadze said* 

He said be still had hope that 
the Iraqi leadership would with- 
draw from Kuwait. Shevard- 
nadze said he also hoped that the 
meeting of U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
would have a good result. 

He urged that a date for the 
meeting be set and the talks take 
place as soon as possible. 

In a news conference before 
hit departure for Moscow, She- 
vardoadze said it was important 
to find a solution to die Arab- 
Israeli conflict and the Palesti- 
nian problem once the Gulf co- 
sis is ended. 

The Soviet Union Wednesday 
asked for the postponement of a 
U.N. resolution endorsing a 
Mideast peace conference until 
after Shevardnadze meets with 
Yasser Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

There were news reports that 
the Soviet minister and Arafat 
would meet in Ankara but Turks 
did not want it, apparently for 
fear that it would overshadow 
their own meetings with She- 
vardnadze on expanding bilater- 
al ties. 


British news reports implicate 


‘Libyan 9 in Pan Am bomb 


Iran stages major war exercises 


NICOSIA CAP) — As Ir.fs 
armed forces carried out the 
largest manoeuvres ever held by 
the nation, spiritual leader 
Avatollah AH Khamenei Satur- 
day ordered the navy to remain 
united and prepared to confront 
any eventuality in the Gulf. 

Tehran Radio said Khamenei 
was addressing high-ranking 
military officers taking parr in 
the air-sea exercise, code-named 
"Piroozi I.” or Victoiy 1. 

The manoeuvres reportedly 
began Wednesday, but were not 
mentioned in the Iranian media 
until Saturday. 

The radio said the destrover 
Saba Ian. which was rebuilt after 
being severely damaged in 
March 1988 by the U.S. fleet 
protecting merchant ships in the 
Gulf, was launched by 
Khamenei. 


The rebuilt desLroyer will be 
taking part in the war-games, the 
radio said. 

It did not provide details of 
the manoeuvres. 

But the Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA), also monitored in 
Nicosia, said last month that the 
10-day exercises will cover 
50.000 square kilometres in the 
Gulf and the Gulf of Oman and 
involve 50 warships. 

Several helicopters and hun- 
dreds of speedboats will also 
take part in rhe exercises. IRNA 
said. 


IRNA said the manoeuvres 
would include amphibious op- 
erations and landings, rescue of 
“captured** ships and underwa- 
ter rescue of frogmen. 

Weapons to be used would 
include surface-to-surface mis- 


siles and air-to-surface missiles, 
anti-submarine and surface-to- 
air “bombs.” IRNA reported in 
November. 

The location of the man- 
oeuvres. near Iran's 'southern 
islands, presents no conflict with 
the dozens of ships that are part 
of the multinational force en- 
forcing U.S. sanctions against 
Iraq. 

Referring to the U.S. -led 
force, which Iran opposes, 
Khamenei said that “the enemy 
forces are armed to the teeth.” 
and cautioned Iranian forces to 
maintain united. 

The dominant Islamic Repub- 
lic Guards Corps, which has its 
own air, military and naval 
wings, and Iran's regular armed 
forces, have often been involved 
in infighting among themselves. 


LONDON fAP) — A London 
newspaper Saturday quoted 
sources clsoe to the investigation 
into the 198S Pan Am flight 103 
bombing as saying Libyan secret 
agents acting at the request of 
Palestinians may have planted 
the bomb. 

The Guardian quoted the un- 
identified sources as saying 
Ahmad Jibril's Popular Front for 
Liberation of Palestine-General 
Command (PFLP-GC) probably 
turned to Libya after German 
police broke up one of its cells in 
Frankfurt a few months before 
the attack. 


sources as saying proof was 
based on analysis of a detonator 
fragment found in a field dose to 
the southern Scottish town of 
Lockerbie. It said the evidence 
had come to light only in past 
three months. 


But the Independent quoted 
sources as saying punitive action 
against Libya could alienate 
Arab members of the U.S.-led 
multinational force opposing 
Iraq in the Gulf and for that 
reason no indictments bad been 
issued against the major sus- 


The Guardian described its 
sources as familiar with the in- 
vestigation into -the bombing on 
both.sides of the Atlantic but did 
not name them. . 

On Friday, another London 
newspaper, the Independent, 
quoted unnamed high-level 
sources dose to the investigation 
into the bombing as saying they 
had conclusive proof that Libya 
was responsible. 

The Independent quoted its 


The Independent quoted its 
source as saying that the detona- 
tor fragment was identical to one 
found in a radio-cassette bomb 
seized from two Libyan secret 
agents arrested at Dakar airport 
in Senegal in February 1988. 

It quoted one of its sources as 
saying: “Not only do we now 
know Qadhafi was responsible, 
be also knows we know.” 

The Boeing 747 was blown tip 
over Lockerbie on Dec. 21. 1988 
while on its way to New York. 


AH 259 people on board and 11 
others on the ground were kil- 
led. The flight originated in 
Frankfurt, Germany, changing 
planes at London’s Heathrow 
airport. 

Investigators* have said a 
bomb hidden in a radio-cassette 
recorder was responsible for the 
explosion. 

A public inquiry into the 
bombing opened at Dumfries 
near Lockerbie on Oct. 1. It was 
adjourned on Dec. 7 until Jan. 
22 . 

The Guardian reported Satur- 
day: “The assump t i on until three 
months ago was that the bomb 
planted by the remnants of the 
Frankfurt cell and that it was of 
the same type found by German 
police — semtex explosive to be 
triggered by an altimeter sensi- 
tive to height — hi a Toshiba 
radio-cassette recorder. 

“Investigators now believe 
that the trigger was a simple 
timer device, of the kind found 
in the luggage of two Libyan 
agents arrested in Dakar in 1588 


Iraqis urged to prepare for war as U.N. deadline nears 


BAGHDAD (AP) — A 
month before the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council's deadline to with- 

m 

draw from Kuwait, Iraq has 
accelerated a drive to prepare 
its population for war with 
U.S. -led forces. 

Bomb shelters are being 
built, civil defence and first- 
aid training sessions held, and 
plans are being readied to 
evacuate major population 
centres. 

The government-controlled 
media has been publicising the 
need to be prepared for any 
eventuality and urging people 
not to panic during air raids. 

Posters pinned on walls at 
street comers in Baghdad and 
other cities ask people to be 
prepared to face even chemic- 
al and nuclear weapons. 

"Don't panic at the time of 
an air raid. Just be calm and 
ask for help from local civil 
defence men,” reads one post- 


er in a main plaza of Baghdad, 
which has a population of 
around one milli on. 

There has been a noticeable 
change in such preparations 
since Nov. 29 when the Secur- 
ity Council passed the U.S.- 
sponsored resolution authoris- 
ing military force against Iraq 
if it does not leave Kuwait by 
Jan. 15. 

President Saddam Hussein 
and other leaders have re- 
jected the call. 

“We want peace ... and are 
endeavouring to achieve it 
and work to reach a point 
where none of ns brandishes 
his sword against the other. 
But if our enemies want to 
push affairs to a military duel, 
then with God's help we will 
win and walk over their oorp- 
ses and tread on their heads.” 
Saddam said Thursday. 

“If war breaks out, it will be 
the most ferocious war that 


ever took place, so we have to 
make our people aware of 
that," a senior Iraqi official 
said in an interview. 

Many Iraqis believe the Un- 
ited States might launch an 
offensive aimed at retaking 
Kuwait after the Security 
’ Council deadline and fear that 
targets in Iraq itself could be 
hit. 

They believe that casualties 
could be high if the multi- 
national forces confronting 
Iraq uses its formidable air 
power — an estimated by 
1,900 aircraft by mid- January 
— to knock ont airbases, 
military factories and econo- 
mic targets. Many of these are 
close to population ce n tres. 

The Iraqis endured eight 
years of war with Iran. The 
government has never re- 
leased casualty figures, but 
unofficial estimates range fnn 


100,000 to 200,000 killed. 

Baghdad and other cities 
came under missile a tack dur- 
ing the 1980-88 war and many 
people believe they should be 
prepared to meet the threat of 
a potentially more devastating 
conflict with the United States 
.and its allies. 

“The Iraqi army and people 
must resist this imposition by 
the United States and its 
allies, whether in the battle- 
field down in Kuwait or here 
in our cities and towns.” said 
Shawkax Ibrahim, a retired 
government employee. 

The 55-year-old Ibrahim, 
who lives in a Baghdad sub- 
urb, said he has joined a civil 
defence course. 

Like other Iraqis, he said be 
believes war is inevitable if a 
settlement to the crisis is not 
found soon. 

The government has 


ordered owners of multi- 
storey buildings to comply 
with regulations requiring 
shelters in their basements. 

The shelters must be 
marked with 10-centimetre 
square signs advertising their 
presence. Fines or jail terms 
are possible for those who fail 
to do so. 


On Friday, the ruling Baath 
Party organ, A1 Thawra. 
urged Iraqis to join crriJ de- 
fence courses and learn first 
aid and fire-fighting as a 
“national duty to foil the 
American aggression." 

“Our militant country is 
facing a great challenge repre- 
sented by the American- 
Zionisr aggression, and in 
order to achieve victory every 
one of os should have a con- 
tribution to make it whether 
by holding a gun on the battle- 
field or by comatting the 


effects of the aggression 
against other facilities,” the 
paper said in a front-page 
editorial. 

“We cannot achieve victoiy 
without knowing how to be- 
have during aggression. This 
is why we should join civil 

defence courses,” it said. 

■ 

Officials also said drills to 
evacuate major population 
centres have been conducted, 
while similar drills are plan- 
ned in Baghdad Jan. 15, die 
deadline date. 

The e xeroses are aimed at 
moving the population to safe 
havens in other areas believed 
not be targets for air a tads. 

A1 Thawra said the civil 
defence courses were orga- 
nised in villages around the 
country, with Iraqis being in- 
structed by party cadres and 
labour unions on how to fight 
fires and treat casualties. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Five wounded In Macks 


■ p . 

BEIRUT (R) — Gunmen attacked thre e Be irut offices of the- 

right-wing Falange Party at dawn on Saturday, wounding/fee 
people, security sources said. No group claimed responsibifity for 
£e attacks, carried out with rocket-propelled grenades, m the 
Christian districts of Tabouita, Jdaideb and Am Remmabc^ 
Falange-nm radios have accused rival pro-Syrian Christian 
mflitiameu of being responsible for several s i m i l a r attacks since 
the Leha"*’*'* army took control of a mihti a-frec Beirut 12 days 
ago. The Falange was evicted from areas then controlled by rebel 
General Michel Aoun when he started a war against the partyU 
nTTir five T #K9flMA Fnrctt CLF) militia, in January- Aoun was 


VjCuCr a i xvuGuci nuuu ~ ~ 

ally, the Lebanese Forces (LF) militia, in January. Aoun w® 
toppled on Oct. 13 after Syrian aircraft bombed bis bunker in eah 
Beirut. The Falange returned in November u nder a plan to 
reunite the Lebanese capital and took over their former offices. 


Velayati*® visit to Moscow postponed 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet and Iranian authorities have postponed 
a visit to Moscow this weekend by Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati, a Foreign Mmistry spokesman said Saturday. 
Spokesman Vitaly Chorkin said the visit had been put off because 
of diplomatic commitments on both sides. No new date was get 
Churkin said the two sides were in dose contact on major issues, 
including the Gulf crisis. 


Canada abstains on Cyprus vote 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Canada called Friday for manda. 
toiy assessment of peacekeeping fees for Cyprus, ms te a d ~jf 
voluntary contributions, noting that Canada is Sll million in the 
red. The nation is one of nine contributing men and material to 
the peace force, which has been supervising a truce betweea 
Turkish forces that seized the northern third of the island front 
Greek Cypriots in 1971. A vote on the dues issue is expected 
sometime next week. The Security Council Friday routinely 
extended a six-month mandate for the peacekeeping- force, and 
fanarfa used the opportunity to plead its cause. “Canada is owed 
Sll million for Cyprus, we think it’s time we had a fair system," 
said the Canadian representative Philippe Kirsch after leaving 
connd] chambers. But he said Canada was making no threat to 
withdraw its forces. 


CIA says war would be bloody and long 


Two ships damaged in Bosphorus collision 


Germany urged to take Jews 


BERLIN (AP) — A Jewish community leader in Berlin urged the 
government Friday to allow Soviet Jews to come to Germany 
without restrictions. Moishe Waks said in an interview with the 
Berlin radio station Rias that on moral grounds the Bono 
government most assure the sojourn of Soviet Jews in Germany. 
Earlier this fall, the g o vern m ent said it would no longer accept 
new visa applications for Soviet Jews who wanted to emigrate to 
Germany. Waks claimed that the w o rsen i ng economic conditions 
in the Soviet Union was cangfng a rise in nationalist sentiments 
that are often directed against Jews. He spoke out against 
contingency plans that would create quotas for the number of 
Soviet Jews who oould come to Germany. Waks sgid that an 
eventual quota ruling would not make sense since in the future all 
Soviet Jews would be able to leave the co un try when new passport 
rales take effect that eliminate travel restrictions for Soviet 


Most Britons back action against Iraq 


LON DON (R) — Nearly three ont of four people in Britain 

support nrihtaiy action against Iraq if sanctions fail, according to 

an opinion survey released Saturday. A Harris poll for the British 

Broadcasting Corporation showed 57 per cent of those qucstioDcd 

«pected sanctions would not work. The poll showed 71 per can 

of the 1,091 people interviewed nationwide on Dec. 12 and 13 

favoured military action if United Nations sanctions did not force 

Iraq to leave Kuwait. Britain has contributed ground troops, 

planes and ships to the U.S.-dominared nmltmational force in tte 
Gulf. 
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WASHINGTON (R) — The director of the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) said a war with Iraq would be long and 
Moody, the Washington Post reported Saturday. “I don’t believe 
the military assessments contemplate a quick buckle,” CIA chief 
William Webster told the Post in an interview. He said Iraqi 
forces were positioned for a tough, defensive land operation. He 
said much would depend on the effectiveness of a U.S. air assault, 
“but we know they’re pret t y well dug in and shielded.” Webster 
said Iraq’s strategy “is to defend Kuwait...’ with maxim uni 
intensity and to try to draw ns into the desert where he can inflict 
an unacceptable number of casualties.” Iraq would not withdraw 
from Kuwait until it was convinced it was in peril of imminent 
attack, he said, possbfly by staging a partial pullout. The danger is 
that Iraq would believe* it could succeed “until the first shell is 
lobbed over it,” Webster said. The CIA director said Iraqi 
military forces had a stockpile of 1,000 tonnes of deadly chemical 
agents, loaded in almost every type of weapon. 


ANKARA' (R) — Two cargo ships collided in the Bosphorus 
strait, causing damage but no casualties, the Anatolian news 
agency said on Saturday. It quoted Istanbul naval police as saying 
the Ince-1, a 5,000-gross-tonne Turkish-flagged dry cargo ship, 
was in collision with Souad, a 1,000-gross-tonne dry cargo ship 
under the Lebanese flag, Friday night. Both vessels suffered 
minor damage and anchored off the AMrkapi shore of the 
Bosphorus after the accident, the agency said. 


:‘.vr. 
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Jurists urge clergy delegation 
to ‘double efforts 9 for peace 


AMMAN (J.T .) — A delegation 
representing the National Coun- 
cil of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States is due here 
Sunday en route to Iraq where 

\ they wfll meet with government 

i leaders to discuss the Gulf crisis. 

I ‘The 13-member delegation is 
j going to Iraq in a show of sup- 
; port for efforts to settle the Gulf 

■ crisis by peaceful means and to 
| explain the churches’ views with 
| regard to the Palestine and 
! Lebanese questions,” said a 

f statement by the Middle East 
Council of Churches here Satur- 
! day. 

; The delegation going to Iraq is 

■ one of .three delegations cou- 
; ducting similar missions, one in 
; Palestine and the others in Syria 
; and Lebanon, said the state- 
' meat. 

While in Amman, the delega- 
‘ tion wQl meet with Jordanian 

• government officials and will 

■ take part in a special Sunday 

• mass for peace which is going to 
;be organised by the Greek 
Orthodox church in Abdafi. 

The head of the delegation. 
Bishop Edmond Browning, met 
with President Bush before com- 
ing out for bis mission here, and 
( informed the president about the 
churches’ views which oppose 
the use of force to settle die 
crisis in the Gulf, according to 
the statement. 

On the eve of the delegation’s 
arrival here, the Jordanian Jur- 
ists Association in Amman 
Saturday released a statement, 
addressed to Bishop Edmond 
Browning, urging him to doable 
his efforts for the establishment 
of peace in the Gulf and the 
Holy Land. 

Following is the text of the 
message addressed to the 
bishop: 

The Jordanian jurists, in con- 
sequence of the Zionist occupa- 
tion of the Holy City Jerusalem, 
wish to draw yoar attention to 
the news received from their 
colleagues in Jerusalem which 
has been corroborated by the 
provocative statement made by 
Aers bon Solomon, on Dec. 11, 
1990 leader of the so called 


“Temple Mount Faithful," 
against the Haram A1 Sharif, 
Islam's most sacred shrine. 

They are planning to make an 
incursion into the Muslim holy 
shrine and to establish an en- 
campment on its premises Mon- 
day Dec. 17, 1990, to coincide 
with the upcoming Jewish feast 

Solomon added in his state- 
ment that be intended to teach 
the Palestinians a lesson and that 
the people of Israel will not 
submit before stones nor any 
other actions imposed by the 
Palestinians to prevent his move- 
ment's unlawful incursion. 

Jordanian jurists in conveying 
this message to Your Holiness 
wish to alert all minds to the 
dangers inherent in the plans of 
the fanatical Jewish movement, 
particularly in the massacre of 
Muslim worshippera on Oct. 8 
by Israeli security forces under 
the pretext of defending Jewish 
worshippers. 

Your Holiness is intending to 
visit Baghdad bearing a message 
of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S. 
on the Gulf and the Middle East 
crisis adopted November IS, 
1990. 

We, in Jordan, Iraq and in all 
the Arab countries, Christians, 
and Muslims alike, are good 
believers in God and Jesus 
Christ; bat as you know the 
strategic ally of the U.S., the 
Zionists in occupied Palestine, 
do not believe in Christ. They 
say and declare that he is the 
false Christ. 

Yon are going to Baghdad to 
ask Iraq to withdraw its troops 
from Kuwait. 

Please look at the Arab his- 
tory of the region and the geog- 
raphical facts and see if it agrees 
with the Iraqi actions. 

Please do something in your 
holy churches, urge the imple- 
mentation of all resolutions of 
the United Nations Security 
Council related to Palestine and 
the Palestinians. 

Please be informed that peo- 
ple in Iraq and Saddam Hussein 
are lovers of peace, freedom, 
and justice. 


Deputy calls for peace 
march as war deterrent 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A member withdraw from Kuwait by Jan. 
of the Lower. House of Parlia- jjj j£5t ^s.; 

merit Saturday called for a peo- Tan*' 12 should be declared a- 
pie's march to -the Jraqj-Saudi-£ ^world-peace day 5 ,* R-eknocrtrLsug- 
Kuwaiti common border in a bid 
to prevent the outbreak of war; 
another deputy underlined the 
importance of efforts by Parlia- 
ment to seek support for His 
Majesty King Hussein's call on 
the Arabs to embark on a:> 

Arab- Arab dialogue for a pe? x- 
ful settlement of the Gulf crisis. 

Issa Reimouni A1 Abed, from 
the constituency of Jerash, north 
of Amman, suggested at a press 
conference that large numbers of 
people representing Arab and 
Islamic communities and profes- 
sional and political sectors from 
the Arab World should stage a 
peace march from the 
Jordanian- Iraqi border towards 
the Iraqi -Saudi-Ku waiti border 
by Jan. 13, 1991 to serve as a 
human shield preventing the 
eruption of a war in the Gulf 
region. 

He said heads of Muslim and 
Christian faiths should spear- 
head the march carrying copies 
of the Koran and the Bible, and 
added that popular delegations 
should tour capitals of the world 
advocating peace and calling for. 
peace loving people to join the 
march of peace in the Gulf. 

Reimouni called for an hour- 
long stoppage throughout the 
Arab and Islamic worlds on Jan. 

2 and a general strike on Jan. 12 
\an support of the Arab and Isla- 
mic world's rejection of a resolu- 
tion by the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil authorising the use of military 
force against Iraq if it fails to 


gested at a press conference held 
in his office in Amman. 

Reimouni appealed to various 
economic, trade, political, pro- 
fessional and religious groups 
from around the world to re- 
spond favourably to his call arid 
ensure the success of his peace 
bid; he appealed to local politic- 
al parties to help organise the 
march. 

Taher A1 Masri, from Amman 
constituency, said that Parlia- 
ment's Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee, which he chairs, had been 
discussing means of promoting 
King Hussein’s advocating 
Arab- Arab dialogue. 

“The committee will submit a 
report to the full House at its 
next meeting, outlining the im- 
portance of dispatching par- 
liamentary delegations to tour a 
number of Arab, Islamic and 
friendly nations to support the 
King's call," Masri said. 

Tbe committee, he said, 
Saturday discussed reports about 
an attempt by an extremist Jew- 
ish group planning to storm At 
Haram A1 Sharif Monday in 
defiance of the Islamic Nation, 
and reviewed measures that are 
being taken worldwide to abort 
such a move. 

He said that the committee 
would pursue efforts, at regional 
and international levels, to pre- 
vent the occurrence of massacres 
at Christian or Muslim shrines 
like the one that occurred last 
October. 


King congratulates Bahrain 

AMMAN (Petra) — Hb Majesty King Hussein Saturday sent a 
cable to the Emir of Bahrain, Sh«Mi Issa Bin $akmm A1 KitnHfah, 
to congratnlate him in his name ami on behalf of the Jo r da nia n 
government and people on Bahrain's "*♦**" «* day anniversary. 
King Hussein wished tntq Hfa h c ontinue d good health and happi- 
ness and the Bahraini people further progress and prosperity. 


i 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following Ijstings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition entitled ‘L’orienl des cafes” at tbe French Cultural 
Centre. 

-fr Art exhibition by Mukarram Haghondoqa at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 

FILMS 

tc Feature film entitled “Rocket to the Moon” at the American 
Centre — 7:00 p.m. * 

☆ Frifz-Lang film festival: “Die Nibduugen" (die second part) at 
the Goethe Institute — 8:00 p.m. 



QUEEN INAUGURATES EXHIBITION: 
Her Majesty Queen Noor A1 Hussein opened at 
the In ter c on tinental Hotel in Amman Saturday an 
exhibition of small size projects organised by the 
Noor AI Hussein Foundation (NHF). The six-day 
exhibition displays jewellery, embroideries, tri- 
cot, children’s wear, artificial flowers, c e ram ic s 


and traditional handicrafts. A total of 28 groups 
are taking part in the nhiMtfam which is designed 
to encourage housewives to embark on productive, 
work and to promote local bandknfls. The 
Queen later attended a mode concert presented 
by the children of the National Mask Conserva- 
tory. 


KLM to stop Jordan flights 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Dutch 
airlines KLM announced Satur- 
day that it would stop its flights 
to and from Amman as of the 
coming month, becoming the 
third foreign airline to do so this 
year. 

British Airways (BA) ended 
its flights in March and 
announced that Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) would be acting on its 
behalf; Swissair ended opera- 
tions completely by Nov. 30, 

1990. 


BA said, upon announcing 
that it stopped flying to Amman, 
that the move was taken due to 
poor business. Under the agree- 
ment with the Jordanian airline, 
RJ act on behalf of British Air- 
ways on the A m man -London 
route, transporting passengers 
on behalf of tbe British currier 
and will also maintain and ser- 
vice BA TriStar aircraft at its 
hangars located at the' Queen 

Alia International Airport. 

■ 

No similar deal was 
announced between RJ and 
Swissair which used to operate 
►y-weekly flights between 
^Zurich and Amman. .... 

‘ In announcing its end. of "op- 
'efaixoris KLM said that the' tnea- 
^pre was temporary . and promp- 
ted by economic losses incurred 


by the Dutch Airline. 

KIM’S statement said: 

Due to the Gulf crisis and 
other adverse economic de- 
velopments such as loss in value 
of U.S. dollar, fuel cost in- 
creases, additional insurance 
fees etc. KLM regTets to 
announce that it expects a se- 
rious loss in the current financial 
year. Therefore the board of 
KLM is looking for cost reduc- 
tions wherever possible. 

One of the decisions made is 
to suspend temporarily services 
to almost 10 destinations in 
Europe and the Middle East. 

Regretfully Amman will 
therefore lose KLMs weekly 
flight temporarily due to tbe 
adverse economical circ ums t- 


The above sad news was con- 
veyed by KLM’s Vice President 
and Area Manager for the Mid- 
dle East Bram Steller and 
General Manager for KLM Jor- 
dan Najeeb Fakhoury to the 
relevant authorities. 

They made it a point to give 
the frill background of this deci- 
sion to both Director General of 
Civil Aviation Authority 
Mahmoud J amal Balqaz and to 
ftetidentyOrief ■ Executive, Offic- 
er* of 'Royal Jordanian Husain 
'Abu Gbazaleh. - - - 


The suspension of flights will 
take effect as from January 5, 
1991. KLM can still be readied 
through their office in King Hus- 
sein Street in Amman. 

Alitalia, the Italian airline, 
suspended flights to and from 
Amman cm OcL 24 and, accord- 
ing to an airline office spokes- 
men, Sights will resume by April 
1991. 

Jordan has been severely 
affected by the Guff crisis and by 
its compliance with U.N. im- 
posed sanctions against Iraq, 
and so far has not received sub- 
stantial financial assistance. 

Tourism is one major sector 
which was affected by the crisis, 
prompting the Ministry of Tour- 
ism last month to announce 
plans to help stimulate domestic 
tourism. 

Termination of foreign air- 
lines operations reflected a sharp 
decline in the number of tourists 
and travellers to and from Jor- 
dan this year, according to tour- 
ism officials. 

They said that nearly 30 per 
cent of tourists to Jordan last 
year came from Europe, espe- 
cially from Finland; Finns are 
''mostiy-'-ccmirig ■ tor Aqaba ’and 
-have- done so every winter ra- 
the past four yfears. !I ‘- ; 1 :, ‘ l 


Izzeddin 

urges 

efforts 
to solve 
region's issues 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Information Ibrahim Izzeddin 
said Saturday it became neces- 
sary to concentrate on the real 
problems of the region. He said 
more extensive efforts should be 
made to solve these problems in 
the light of the changes in 
Europe and the Soviet Union 
and the change in the world 
order. 

In an interview with the 
American NBC network Izzed- 
din said there had been an inter- 
national commitment to resolve 
the Palestinian problem and 
there was an interest in solving 
all the region's problems. 

He said moves by Jordan and 
other Arab countries to find a 
peaceful solution to the Gulf 
crisis aim at preventing a devas- 
tating catastrophe in this part of 
tbe world and to enhance the 
region’s stability. “To reach that 
end, a negotiable settlement to 
the crisis, that satisfies all parties 
to the conflcit, should be 
reached," be said. 

In answering a question on 
whether linkin g the Palestine 
question and the Gulf crisis 
blocks tbe way to finding a solu- 
tion to the Gulf crisis and delays 
discussing tbe Palestinian issue, 
Izzeddin said that the two issues 
“complement” each other. “I 
think there could be some sort of 
combination that could satisfy 
everyone. I thmk there could be a 
combination by which we can 
concentrate on solving the Mid- 
dle East crisis and at the same 
time concentrate on the Gulf . 
crisis. I can’t see contradiction. I 
can't see any way that one can 
put those two issues in contradic- 
tion to each other. On the 
contrary, the two issues comple- 
ment each other and they could 
in one way or another place us in 
a better position as a nation and 
place us in a better condition as a 
region. 


Jordan, Yemen to 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Coun- 
cil of Ministers Saturday 
announced its endorsement of 
the min utes of the Jordanian 
Yemeni Joint Economic Com- 
mittee meeting which was held 
in Sanaa between Nov. 26 and 
28. 

The minutes, signed then by 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Zayad Farm and Yemen’s Minis- 
ter of Supply and Trade Fadel 
Abdullah, outlined means to 
promote economic and trade ties 
between Jordan and Yemen, 
according to an official state- 
ment Saturday. 

It said that the two sides had 
agreed on speeding up measures 
to issue import and export li- 
cences for dealing with Yemeni 
and Jordanian national pro- 
ducts, provided that Yemen's 
imports of Jordanian goods be 
conducted within a quota set by 
the Yemeni government to the 
Yemeni importers. 

The two sides also agreed on 
arrangements for the settlement 
of payments for imported goods 
from either country through the 
centra] banks of the two coon- 
tries and in convertible curren- 
cies. 

They also underlined the im- 
portance of exchanging trade de- 


legation visits and organising 
Jordanian trade fair in Yemen to 
try to sefi $1.5 milli on worth of 
Jordanian products. 

According to the minutes, the 
two sides agreed on setting up 
joint projects of extracting and 
processing marble, granite, solar 
energy, building materials, 
animal feed, fish, and land and 
maritime transport. 

The Jordanian and Yemeni 
ministers signed a new trade 
agreement for 1991. 

The Council of Ministers 
Saturday also endorsed a draft 
agreement on a European Com- 
munity (EC) grant to Jordan to 
help finance tbe seventh de- 
velopment plan of die Ministry 
of Education. 

EC is granting Jordan more 
than $1.8 million to help the 
ministry carry out the resolu- 
tions of tbe 1987 educational 
conference which decided on 
measures to overhaul the educa- 
tional system in the Kingdom. 

The EC grant will be in the 
form of technical assistance, 
training and scholarships. 

According to the statement, 
the Cabinet authorised Minister 
of Planning Ziyad Fariz to sign 
the agreement with the EC. - 


No more importation of. 
powder milk for dairies 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Agriculture 
Minister Suleiman Arabiyat 
Saturday stressed the govern- 
ment’s determination to imple- 
ment its decision of banning tbe 
importation of powdered milk 
that has been used in the dairy 
industry as of the coming month 
so as to open the way for the 
locally produced fresh milk to be 
used instead. 


“Should the farms fail to pro- 
vide sufficient milk to the pro- 
cessing plants, the Ministry of 
Agriculture wQl have to inter- 
vene and guarantee the supply of 
sufficient amounts of milk for 
the dair y production processes. * ’ 
said Arabiyat in a statement 
carried by the Jordan News 

Agency, Petra. 

■ 

Arabiyat, who was making the 
statement at a meeting with rep- 
resentatives of the dairy industry 


and the Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation as well as tbe Cat- 
tle Breeders Association, ann- 
onced a progr am me for sup- 
plying various dairies with fresh 
milk. 

According to the plan, the 
Danish Company will receive 24 
tonnes, the Jordan Dairy Com- 
pany, 19 tonnes, Al Ra’i Dairy 
Firm, six tonnes, the Al Baqara 
Firm, four tonnes, and Al Faqih, 
one tonne on a daily basis. 

The meeting followed re- 
ported disputes among the far- 
mers and die dairy firms on tbe 
amounts that each of the local 
firms should receive for proces- 
sing the milk . 

It also fbllowd an open mes- 
sage in tiie local press directed to 
Prime Minister Modar Badran 
urging government interference 
to settle tbe issue. 


75 receive Jerusalem medal 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat Saturday 
handed out the Jerusalem Medal 
for Culture and Arts to 75 Jot da- 
and Palestinians in an 
emotionally charged ceremony. 

About 4,000 people packed 
the Royal Cultural Centre wav- 
ing Palestinian flags, chanting 
songs backing the intifada in 
Palestine and hailing Arafat, 
chairman of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLQ). 

The c e remony was the second 
since the proclamation of the 
State of Palestine by the Pales- 
tine National Council (PNC) in 
Algiers in November 1988. The 
medal is the hig hest cultural 
award given by the state. 

Among those honoured were 
Rawiri AI Khatib, tbe expelled 
Mayor of Jerusalem, Hanna 
Nasser, expelled president of 
Beir Zeit University in the West 
Bank and a dozen teachers, wri- 
ters, artists, poets and journal- 
ists. 

Also among them were the- 
founders of the Jordan Times in 
1976, Senator Juma’a Hammad 
who was chairman of the board 
of the Jordan Press Foundation 
that also publishes Al Ra’i Ara- 
bic daily and Raja EKssa who 
was deputy chairman of tbe 
board at the time. 

“This is a medal for all profes- 
sors and people working in the 
Palestinian universities... all 
those who are carrying out the 
cultural struggle and confronting 
the Israeli authorities,” Nasser 
declared. 

Universities and schools in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip have 
been closed throughout much of 
tbe three-year-old Palestinian 
uprising against occupation. 




tan President Yi 
(above) and Raja 


Arafat Saturday awards Jnau’i 
(below) 


Jerusalem committee calls for 
actions to protest Israel’s practices 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Peo- 
ple’s Committe for tbe Defence 
of Jerusalem Saturday 
announced tbe formation of an 
executive bureau, chaired by 
former Mayor of Jerusalem Ra- 
whi Al Khatib, and a series of 
actions to express protests 
against Jewish groups’ illegal 
practices in the occupied city. 

Labib Qamhawi, the commit- 
tee’s spokesman, said in a state- 
ment that the committee was 
calling for a sit-in at the United 
Nations Development Program- 
me. {UNDfl^Sunds^vas part~<Jf 
the. protest.- 

10 £bim rand jlast< for- six ‘hours to 
be coincided with an hour-long 
sit-in in all churches of the King- 
dom following the Sunday mass, 
according to Qamhawi. 

The committee is also caning 
on people to stage an hour of 
sit-in at mosques in Jordan Mon- 
day to protest Israel's plans to 
desecrate holy shrines in the 
Arab city of Jerusalem and in a 
show of solidarity with the 
Palestinian people and their up- 


m 


rising against Israeli occupation. 

“The sit-ins at the U.N. 
offices will serve as a gesture 
urging tbe United Nations to 
uphold its Security Council re- 
solutions concerning Palestine 
and the Geneva Conventions on 
the protection of civilians 
times of war,” Q amhaw i 

“The committee has d e cid e d 
to send cables to the Arab 
League, the U.N. General 
Assembly and Security Council 
as well as to , the five .permanent 
members ait the United Nations, 
'tiie Organisation oflslamfe'Con- 
ference, ’ the " World' Istauffc 
League, the non-aligned nation^* 
headquarters, the Organisation 
of African Unity, the Vatican, 
the European Community, the 
Socialists International and 
other organisations urging them 
to take actions designed to force 
the Israeli authorities to respect 
U.N. resolutions and the Gene- 
va Conventions, and also to im- 
pose sanctions on the Jewish 
state to force it to respect world 
community resolutions, 1 * 


Qamhawi added. 

Qamhawi Ahxfrwrti a state- 
ment issued by tbe newly formed 
People's Co mmitt ee for the De- 
fence of Jerusalem which said 
that it embodied political par- 
ties, trade unions and prominent 
personalities from Jordan. 

The statement said that the 
co mmi ttee would be following 
up all matters related to Israel’s 
□legal measures designed to 
Jndaise the Holy C5ty of Jeru- 
salem and to. destroy its holy 
shrines and change the demog- 
raphic and historic charter of the 
dty. . , 

The. statement said that the 
committee would try to expose 
enemy plots in Jerusalem and 
enlist world public opinion’s sup- 
port for an action to abort Israeli 
plans. 

The statement noted that tbe 
committee considered itself as 
part of the Palestinian people’s 
intifada, “trying with all its 
might to end Israel’s violations 
of the national and l e giti mat e 


Ministry to collect overdi 3 

■ 

water fees. from subscribers 


AMMAN (J.T) — The Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation has 
embarked on measures to collect 
long overdue water charges from 
subscribers, including private 
citizens ami government and 
untitary in s tit u tions. 

Ministry officials said that 
some of the tails had been out- 
standing for several years, 
amounting to JD 1.7 million. 

The ministry has now issued 
notifications to all those who 
have failed to settle their bills 
and said in a statement that the 
sums to be collected were badly 
needed for new water projects to 
meet the country’s urgent needs. 

At tbe same time the ministry 
announced that it had prepared 
an economy plan for the dis- 
tribution of drinking water to 
agricultural, domestic and in- 
dustrial sectors as a precaution- 
ary measure to be implemented 
in case very little rain fell this 

season. 

A report in Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily said that the industrial sec- 
tor had showed reservations ab- 


out the plan, noting that if im- 
plemented, it would have nega- 
tive effects on industrial produc- 
tion. 

Tbe plan followed warnings by 
the ministry that strict measures 
would have to be taken in view 
of the scarce w a ter resources in 
the Kingdom, and came in the 
wake of an announcement by the 
Jordan Valley Authority (JVA) 
on Dec. 11 announcing that level 
of water in reservoirs behind 
dams are dangerously low. 

JVA cautioned farmers to 
adhere strictly to a water dis- 
tribution programme and 
warned that tbe available water 
resources for irrigating farms 
were decreasing every day. 

Earlier this year, Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Daoud 
Khalaf said in a statement that 
Jordan was seeking to secure 
financing for the construction of 
Al Wahdah Dam, on the Yar- 
mouk river near the Syrian bor- 
der, to ensure there was enough 
water for irrigation purposes. 


P/’"] while, the D epartm e nt 
of eorology said Saturday 
thts . ick of rain for nearly a 
whole month was due to the 
effect of a high depression, but it 
predicted that rain would be 
coming to Jordan by Monday. 

Tbe de par tment’s Director 
Geneva] AH Abanda s*«d that 
the eastern Medit er r an e an re- 
gion, where it (fid not Tain in 
November and December, 
wodd be affected by the low 
depressions which now affect 


ions started moving east and 
south, towards the Mediterra- 
nean region, affecting North 
African regions, but they are 
now beading towards the eastern 
Mediterranean region. 

“Should rain st ar t to fen by 
Monday and continue through- 
out the remainder of this mouth, 
.it would help salvage tbe winter 
c rops, specially cereals winch 
mostly depend on rain fell," said 
Abanda. 


Minister of planning visits RSS 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Planning Khaled Amin Abdul- 
lah Saturday visited tbe Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) where 
he met with its President Ham 
Al Mulki and several of its 
senior officials. 

Al Mulki briefed Abdullah on 


the history of the society, its 
goals, duties and scientific and 
technological achievements, 
Mulki also briefed the minister 
on RSS future- projects and 
budget for tbe year 1991. 

Abdullah then toured tbe soci- 
ety’s centres and laboratories 


where be was briefed by special- 
ists and officials on the each 
sector’s duties. 

The minister affirmed that the 
ministry would extend every 
possible support for RSS and its 
projects to enable it achieve its 
goals. 


Zaben opens health centres 


SALT (Petra) — Minister of 
Health Mohammad Addoub Al 
Zaben Saturday met Balqa Gov- 
ernor Faieh Al Gfaaraibeh and 
several of the governors te’s offi- 
cials and discussed with them tbe 
goveroorate’s health needs. 

Zaben affirmed that the minis- 
try would exert every possible 
effort to proride health services 
to citizens in accordance with its 


capabilities. 

In another devetopmet Zaben 
opened Al Buqei, health centre 
in Sait suburbs. The total cost of 
the centre, which will provide 
services to about 50,000 people, 
is estimated at JD 230,000. 

Zaben also opened Al Khar- 
absbeh health centre that had a 
total cost of JD 80,000. The 
centre will be providing services 



to 15,000 citizens. 

He also opened Em Al Basba 
health centre which wifi provide 
services to 10,000 people. The 
centre’s total cost readied JD 
180,000. 

Zaben was accompanied in hk 
tour by the Balqa governor, the 
ministry's secretary general. 
Director of the Balqa Governo- 
rate health department. 
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Two goals in one? 


ONLY A FEW days after the eruption of the Gulf crisis 
when the U.S. troops had started to arrive at the scene in 
waves, U.S. Air Force commander General Michael J. 
Dougan made a startling revelation that the real U-S. target 
was Iraq and its war machine. Immediately afterwards the 
general was sacked for disclosing a “military secret.” 
Throughout the following weeks, Washington's declared 
objectives varied between the defence of Saadi Arabia and 
the liberation of Kuwait on the one hand, and tbe^ 
destruction of Iraq as a nation and regional power on tile' 
other. Meanwhile, Israel was instructed to keep a low 
profile in the Gulf crias as a precaution against another 
“secret” being disclosed; that the U.S. deployment is to 
piiminab- any military threat against the Jewish state. Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy was unable to conceal his 
anguish at the prospect of U.S.-Iraqi talks for fear of the 
possibility that a deal might be worked (Kit that would 
by-pass its interests. Washington maintained a resounding 
silence over this so as not to embarrass its Arab partners in 
the military coalition. Bnt with the waning of support in the 
U-S- Congress in the last few weeks for Washington’s 
declared overall aims, and President George Bush's pbus f 
becoming increasingly jeopardised by the diminishing sup- 
port for his belligerent perspectives in the Gulf, the White 
House decided to play the Israeli card in order to placate the 
questioning public opinion by instructing U.5. Secretary of 
Defence Ridiard Cheney to announce to Congress the 
ultimate U.S. goal behind the huge military adventure in the 
Gulf. On Friday Cheney spoke up and all was revealed: Iraq 
is a military threat to Israel and must, therefore, be 
eliminated. All these events were unfolding while the Arab 
partners in the U.S.-led coalition against Iraq were still 
maintaining their silence. Is it conceivable that these Arab 
countries are also partners tottae drive to dismember Iraq 
and eliminate it as an Arab mSitaxy power? It is one thing to 
defend Saadi Arabia and insist on the liberation of Kuwait, 
and quite another to be accomplices in a scenario that aims 
to undermine the Arab strategic balance against the enemies 
of the Arab Nation. Why these countries have opted not to 
even comment on Cheney's disclosure is a puzzling question 
to which Arabs everywhere are impatiently awaiting an 
answer. The least one would expect Grom those Arab states is 
a declaration that they reject outright such a U.S. objective 
and that they will not only have nothing to do with it but also 
would fight tooth and nail to frustrate it. Perhaps, 
hopefully, these Arab countries an passing on their 
opposition to such an ominous U.S. goal by quiet diplomacy. 
But since the issue is so serious and so troubling they are 
called upon t r -'•onounce themselves on it in the open for all 
friends and i*:. ruies to hear. As for the rest of the Arab- 
World, it is alsa duty bound to make a solemn declaration 
that it will not tolerate such a U.S. -Israeli plan and that 
Arabs will do whatever is necessary to defend Iraq and its 
people from any Israeli -orchestra ted plan to render Iraq an 
impotent power. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA'I Arabic daily Saturday called on the European leaders 
meeting tn Rome to take a very constructive stand with regard to 
the Gulf issue and the Palestine question to make sure that the 
present chance for making peace in the Guif is not missed. The 
European Community should not restrict its role in world affairs 
to echoing Washington's stands and succumbing to the U.S. will, 
because the present u~r: 1 affairs require from European nations 
to undertake a brave stand, saiv. .he pjper. It urged the European 
Community leaders to disregard Washington's call to them not to 
open an iraqi-European dialogue because, said the paper. 
Washington wants to have total domination over the whole issue, 
drawing the Europeans behind it in all its decisions, regradless of 
whether such decisions serve Europe's interests or not. The daily 
also called on the European leaders to heed a statement by the 
Italian foreign minister in which he said that the European 
Community should adopt one standard in dealings with various 
world issues, and urged Israel to abstain from carrying out illegal 
practices in the occupied Arab territories. The paper said that 
Europe should therefore adopt a proper stand by demanding that 
Israel choose between two options: either to accept the idea of an 
international conference and implement U.N. Security Council' 
resolutions concerning the Palestine question, or face the pros- 
pect of isolation from the rest of the world. 


A columinsi in Ai Ra’i daily urges Jordanians who are still lagging 
behind in settling their dues and paying their taxes to the treasury 
to pay them immediately before the end of the year after which 
they will be liable to pay fines for any delay. Nazih says that the 
Ministry of Finance has opened the door for ul! tax payers to settle 
their dues by Dec. 31 as a last chance before fines are imposed. 
Under the present difficult circumstances facing Jordan and as the 
government is in need of cash to finance various services for the 
public, one can not ignore his duty to the nation, and paying the 
taxes now is u show- of a sense of national belonging, said Nazih. 
The writer notes that the sooner the taxes and other fees for real 
estate and others are paid the better, because this does not only- 
save people paying fines, but also will prevent congestions at the 
ministry's va nous departments around the country during the last 
davs of the vear. 


AI Dustour Arabic daily echoed AI Ra*i’$ call on the European 
nations to do justice to the Palestine question and tn deal 
constructively with matters related to the Gulf crisis. Europe is in 
a better position than others to realise the facts about the situation 
in the Middle East region and the sufferings of the Palestinian 
people: and is called on to act in a manner which would contribute 
to an end of the Palestinian people's ordeal, said the paper. It is 
hoped that European states, particularly Italy and France, will 
prove to the world that they arc independent from American 
influence, and can act in a manner to serve their interests and 
those of the world at large, the paper said. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Fanefc 


Too late to warn against indebtedness 


IN this season, w hen the central govern m ent draft budget is bang 
debated by the Finance Co mmi ttee of the Lower House of 
Par liament in hearing- like sessions, some individuals, posing as 
financial experts, like to warn against the grave dangers of 
external borrowing, in order to scare the committee and the 
public of heavy indebtedness. This is excellent, had it not been 
three to ten years late from when the wanting should have been 


Those who claim to foresee the future and anticipate danger by 
looking beyond then- noses, should have warned against extensive 
borrowing before the crisis erupted in 1988, when borrowing -was 
the rule of the day. Such timely warnings would not have meant 
depriving Jordan of foreign capital, but avoiding reaching the 
point of crisis and all the risks and negative consequences that go 
with it, as happened in all Third World countries which indulged 
in borrowing far beyond the red fine, and found themselves, after 
the crisis, compelled to correct and adjust their economies the 
hard way. 


However, after arriving to the point of crisis, and losing the 
credit worthiness and starting the on-going process of reschedul- 
ing* and the submission to the well-known conditions, the wont 


would have happened, and the warnings rendered meaningless, 
and unproductive. 

As the loyal readers of this column perhaps- recall, we have 
w arne d against ex ce s s i v e borrowing since the early ei g ht ie s - We 
called for the adjustment of the economy and putting the House 
in order before we are obliged to ask tire International. Monetary 
F und to bdp. We offered strong criticism and condemnation to 
the fact **>3* the five year economic and social development plan 
was based on borrowed capital. We called this a national sin. 
However, we sow talk differently, because tire time to raise red 
flags and ring the bells of danger is far behind us. The government 
has now the duty of getting all tire soft loans that it can obtain, 
provided of course that the funds win be put into proper and 
TT^ningfal use, even if that meant deposits with the Central Bank 
for ffpawQgl investment. 

After a certain Hunt of exces s ive indebtedness, more borrowing 
has minor negative results. Jordan could not reasonably save 
more indebtedness than $2 billion. Therefore it is almost equal to 
having $8 to SlObiUiou carried in our books. The negative impact is 
almost the same. 

From now on tire im port an t tiling is not to stop borrowing bat 
to manage our fiwamrre properly. We know quite we& that we 


Stall not ROT °»r current debt. notMw to War* 

because in volume is beyond oar c«p*cny, even « to b«of 
Qxcmnstances. Oar aedooxs, governments and banks, know 
mritc well that they could tret possibly get pai d- The y are offering 
SwobBgationS in ti» secondary market at 25 cents tothe dtfkr, 
wS* Swns they have already given *P three quarter of tire- 
SUu. We todd understand the new s toton, en d rate 
that V vn ™ : are no more available to us m the international matter 
as was the case before i988. From now on, tons are sort of » 
limited financial assistance determined by “ 

yjf fr-nimre jo refuse such aid on tire basis that our md ebtednes s a 
already too high. In one sentence you don't warn tire government 

n pinc t something that is not available. 

Those who became vise retroactively should try to comprehend 
tJ^^^oes- They should understand that Jordan is 
actually paying all the price for heavy indebteuMss, that the 
priority now is to accommodate the argent needs of investment, 
consumption and sustainability of economic activity, and finally 
that the only fete of Jordan’s debts is writooff. Those vrtoamd 

«« 30 voars at 2 oer cent per annum have already given 


up three quartern of their debt as a grant. The balance will, most 

Seely, be w ri tten off during these 30 odd years. 


When it comes to war and peace, what’s in a date? 


By Carol Giacomo 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Even be- 
fore bilateral talks begin , Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein may 
have scored points in the Gulf 
crisis by engaging the United 
States in a protracted debate 
over when to meet. 

U.S. President George Bush 
offered the talks on Nov. 30 in a 
final effort to put pressure 
peacefully on Iraq to • wi t hdr aw 
its troops from Kuwait. 

- Bnt repeatedly in recent days, 
it is the United States that has 
been under pressure to explain 
why Iraq’s proposed date of Jan. 
12, three days before a United 
Nations deadline for Iraq to quit 
Kuwait, was unacceptable for 
talks in Baghdad. 

“I think Saddam is playing tins 
with tremendous skill. He's 
shrewd,” said Herman Eflts, a 
former U.S. ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia. 

“Ttris idea of having talks take 
place on the X2th means he’s 
within his rights,” he told Reu- 


ters. "We’re the ones who 
changed the ground rules.” 

In what some analysts see as a 
misstep. Bush initially proposed 
that the Baghdad talks take 
place between Dec. 15 and Jan. 
15. 

His offer for direct contacts, 
followed by Saddam’s release of 
foreigners held since Iraq's Aug. 
2 invasion of Kuwait, fostered 
optimism the threat of war was 


A. 






•«i 




But dickering over the dates 
for such crucial meetings has 
dampened the euphoria. 

The idea was that at some 
post during the U.S.-proposed 
timeframe, Iraqi Foreign Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz would come to 
Washington to meet Bush, fol- 
lowed by a trip to Baghdad by 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker to meet Saddam. 

Washington is not opposed to 
Iraq’s prop o sa l of Dec. 17 for 
Aziz's visit but has balked at the 
Jan. 12 date for Baker’s trip. 

Baker said a date so near the 
deadline was not serious but 
instead constituted an attempt to 
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circumvent tire U.N. order to 
withdraw. 

He argued Washington had 
shown flexibility by countering 
with 15 dates for his trip to 
Baghdad — anytime between 
Dec. 20 and. Jan. 3 — while 


Baghdad was insisting on Jan. 

12 . 

Bush told the European Com- 
munity in a letter on Thursday: 
“Saddam’s attempt to postpone 
tire Baghdad trip until January 
12 is just the latest example of 


A European defence ‘pillar 


within an ‘American cathedral’ 


By Raoul Sachs 
Reuter 


PARIS — The European 
Community is divided ahead of 

m 

its weekend summit in Rome 
over the future role of the 
United States in tbe defence of 
Europe. 

All 12 members agree on the 
need to foree a stronc Euro- 
pean "pillar" of defence for 
the coming century, but some 
want it to be more free- 
standing than others. 

"The question is whether or 
not it must be a European 
pillar inside an American 
cathedral." said one Western 
diplomat, aptly summing up 
the debate. 

Whatever side of that argu- 
ment they come down on. EC 
experts agree that the Euro- 
pean defence issue will no: be 
solved overnight. 

"It is an enormous debate." 
springing from the fun- 
damental rethink that must fol- 
low the end of the cold war. 
one said. 

For Bnfnin. the Netherlands 
and some in German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl's rulir.c 


Christian Democratic Party, 
tbe notion of an EC defence 
organisation, as proposed by 
Italy, is alarming. 

"We do not see (the EC) as 
a defence structure," British 
Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd said this week. “Euro- 
pean security without the Un- 
ited States simply does not 
make sense." 

But in a joint initiative 
ahead of the Rome summit. 
Germany and France told their 
EC partners that “political un- 
ion should include a genuine 
security policy which would 
lead eventually to a common 
defence." 

The core, they said, already 
exists in the form of the West- 
ern European Union (WEU). 
a post- World War II alliance of 
European states which was 
quickly eclipsed by NATO and 
has dwelt in its shadow for 40 


ing the nine-member WEU 
into the 12-member commun- 
ity. but Britain favours integ- 
rating the WEU into a new- 
Iook NATO instead. 

“The real problem is that 
European public opinion will 
ask why we should keep 
NATO and why we should 
have a European defence now 
that the tiireat is no longer 
apparent.” one senior French 
official said. 


U.S. -built and operated 
according to NATO strategy. 

British Defence Secretary 
Tom King highlighted the 
problem on Monday by re- 
marking that his French coun- 
terpart “sadly was the only 
absentee” at a recent NATO 


years. 

But three EC states — De- 
nmark. Greece and Ireland — . 
do not belong to the WEU. 
And Ireland's neutrality might 
make it difficult for Dublin to 


“That is why the time is right 
to give European defence a 
foundation, not setting it up in 
competition with an Atlantic 
defence but making the two 
complementary.” he added. 

As Europe's only two nuc- 
lear powers. Britain and 
France would play a central 
role in any future European 
defence structure, since the 
Soviet Union, whatever its 
economic problems, remains a 
military superpower. 


join. 

Italy has proposed integrat- 


But France withdrew from 
NATO’s integrated command 
a generation ago to exercise, 
independent control over its 
nuclear deterrent. 

Britain's nuclear arsenal is 


meeting. 

“I hope in this reappraisal 
we can see a way of overcom- 
ing this," he added. 

“Where does France fit in? 
That is for France to decide,” 
Britain’s foreign secretary said 
in a speech in Berlin on Mon- 
day. But he made dear that 
“there is no question of France 
being asked to ‘return* to the 
old military structure." 

Hurd said NATO was 
undergoing a fundamental 
change and Britain hoped that 
“our French friends will join us 
in deciding its future shape.” 

But that appeared unlikely 
in the near future. 

A French defence offidal 
said: “what matters to the 
Americans is keeping 
(NATO's) integrated com- 
mand. so maintaining a leading 
role in Europe even as it re- 
duces its troops here." 


1990 


began with hope for journalists, 


ended after disappointing oppression 


LONDON (API — The year 
of 1990 was an unhappy one 
for journalists, with some of 
tbe sharpest setbacks coming 
where hope had been 
strongest, the International 
.Press Institute says m a year- 
end report. 

The institute's world press 
freedom review paid particular 
attention to press difficulties in 
Romania, Yugoslavia. South 
Africa, Turkey, Kenya, Ugan- 
da, Nigeria, Chile, Colombia 
and Iraq. 

“There has been as increase 
in attacks on tbe media, and 
they most galling aspect of all 
is that they are occurring in 
countries where we had been 
given good reason to hope for 
dramatic changes for tbe bet- 
ter," IPI Director Peter Gaflin- 
er wrote in the report released 
Friday. 

In Romania. Gailiner wrote, 
newspapers that sprung up fol- 
lowing tbe overthrow of Nsco- 
iae Gcanscsco have been ham- 
pered by restrictions. 

“It is remarkable and appal- 
lingly sad that, after ridding 
the country of the horrors and 


repressions of tbe Ceausescu 
regime, Romania’s new lead- 
ers. have ensured that the na- 
tion still has no truly indepen- 
dent newspaper or publisher, 
because ail printing facilities 
are government-controlled.'' 
be wrote. 

Gailiner said journalists also 
have faced severe problems in 
Yugoslavia, where Serbian 
leader Slobodan Milosevic has 
imposed a “quasi -Stalinist con- 
trol of the media.” 

Tbe report said authorities 
p Yugoslavia dosed down the 
Albanian- 1 an ugage newspaper 
Rilindja. and dozens of jour- 
nalists on Belgrade television 
and the daily newspaper Politi- 
ka were suspended for report- 
ing an anti-Communist demon- 
stration in June. 

The report said there have 
been i m provements in South 
Africa, but it also noted that 
Sam Mabe of the Sowetas dai- 
ly newspaper was killed by 
unidentified gunmen in July. 
Max de Preez, editor of the 
South African weekly Vrye 
Weekblad was imprisoned for 
violating tbe protection of in- 


formation act. 

In Turkey, die report said. 
Cetua Emec, former editor in 
chief of tbe daily Hurriyet of 
Istanbul, and Turan Dursun, 
columnist for the banned 
2000’c Dogrn were murdered. 

“Twenty-eight Turkish jour- 
nalists or editors are still in 


prison, in many cases serving 
sentences of more than 100 
years — an unacceptable state 
of affairs in a true democracy,” 
G ailiner wrote. 


Kenya expelled one foreign 
journalist, and authorities 
arrested half a dozen others 
during the year. Ugandan au- 
thorities suspended the accre- 
ditation of all foreign journal- 
ists and stringers, the report 
said. 

In Nigeria, a number of 
joumlams were arrested fol- 
lowing a foiled coop attempt in 
April, the report said. 


In Chile, the report said, the 
new government of Patricio 


Ayiwin has e 
on expression 
Pablo Carden 


. However, Juan 
as. editor of the 
tsis, was detained 


for 13 days in September, and 
Juan Andies Lagp. editor of 
the Communist Party weekly 
El SigJo. remained in deten- 
tion. 

In Colombia, several jour- 
nalists have been murdered by 
drug traffickers, the report 
said. 

Galfinere said one of die 
year's most gruesome incidents 
was tbe execution in Iraq of 
Faizad Bazoft, an Iranian-born 
journalist working for the 
Observer newspaper of Lodon. 
Bazoft was accused of spying. 

Iraq's invasion of Kuwait si- 
lenced about 10 Kuwaiti pub- 
lications, the report noted. 

“Ironically, one consequ- 
ence of Saddam Hussein's 
move has been the opening out 
— of necessity — of the Saudi 
media, which have been 
obliged to tdl the population 
the truth, at long last, faced 
with the evidence all around 
diem,” GalHucr wrote. 

“But the Arab media, as a 
whole, remain shackled and 
subservient to the political fine 
of their respective govern- 
ments, he wrote. 


his desire to use diplomacy to 
weaken the coalition.. .and to 
push further back the potential 
use of force.’* 


Barry Rubin of tbe Washing- 
ton Institute for Near East Poli- 
cy said Iraq’s action “indicate it 
wants to (frag out negotiations 
for many months — beginning 
this psychological warfare by 
getting the United States to 
break its own deadline for milit- 
azy action.” 

“This is not just a case of 
tough bargaining on Iraq’s part 
but a dronefinathm to baigain at 
all and to emerge ultimately with 
a total victory in keeping 
Kuwait,” he said. 


What if Saddam continues 
dickering on tbe dates and Jan. 
12 arrives without a meeting? 
What, then should tike United 
States do? 

Jim Phillips of the Conserva- 
tive Heritage Foundation told 
Reuters: *Td prefe r to have the 
United States hold firm on the 
date and not have Baker go.” 
Phillips opposed the idea of 


direct talks from the outset, call- 
ing them a risky venture that 
could seduce the United States 
mtn slippery negotiations with 
Iraq. 

He is among analysts who 
believe that by offerin g talks, the 
United States led Iraq to bdfeve 
it was ready to negotiate and to 
back off the possible use of 
force, despite tbe continued 
buildup of American troops in 
the Gulf. 

By pushing for Jan. 12, Iraq 
“wants to erode the per cep tio n 
that Jan. 15 is a firm date for 
withdrawal,” Phillips said. 

The State Department Ihun- 
day was con turning to bold to its 
tough position bat refused to say 
what would happen if agreement 
on a date was still unsettled on 
Jan. 12. 

“That’s a very good question, 
but it’s a very hypothetical ques- 
tion for me, and that would be 
something that die president 
would make a decision about — 
if you get in that type of situa- 
tion,” spokeswoman Margaret 
Tutwiler said. 


Gaza 


Benjedid 


(Continued from page 1) y, , w (Coqtinqed^from jrage 1) 

gradually! replacirig-peSstmism," 
‘ . ■ - ■ ■ Mf-A# o he said. IBotforxhe optimism to 


anniversary of the founding of 
Hamas, a masked man read a 
speech claiming responsibility 
for the stabbings. 

“Hamas is responsible for the 
killing of three Israelis in the Tel 
Aviv area,” he said. “It is a gift 
on Hamas's anniversary to the 
Palestinian people.” 

Hundreds of Israelis attacked 
Palestinians and stoned their 
cars on Friday m tbe Tel Aviv 
suburb of Jaffa where the three 

Palestinian stabbed and wound- 
ed by Israelis seeking revenge. 

Police said 18 Jews were 
arrested during the riots. 


After the killings. Police 
Minister Ronm Milo said he 
would back the death penalty for 
such crimes. Science Minister 
Yuval Neeman and Agriculture 
Minister Raphael Eitan called 
for the expulsion of Palestinian 
activists and a ban on Palesti- 
nians working in Israel. 

Eitan said he would raise the 
issue at a cabinet meeting on 
Sunday. 

Security sources said the gov- 
ernment planned to resume ex- 
pulsions, suspended 16 months 
ago after international conde- 
mnation. Military authorities 
wanted to banish about 10 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territories and Israel, the sources 
said. 


In another development, Milo 
said Friday that he would pro- 
hibit Jewish ex tre m ist s from 

hanukkah at Haram AZ Sharif 


“I think that in the present 
atmosphere we have to take 
steps, to prevent agitation and 
emotion ... it’s not a proper time 
for such actions, and next week 
we win prevent it,” MDo said on 
Israel Radio. 


The Jewish extremist group, 
the Temple Mourn Faithful, had 
announced their plans to man* 

Monday to the Haram AI Sharif 
complex this week. 

Plans by the Jewish extremists 
to lay a cornerstone in the area 
helped spur the violence on Qct,. 

8 that left over 20 Palestinians 
dead in police gunfire. 

Shei kh Mohammad Hussein, 
deputy director of the AI Aqsa 
Mosque, had warned that Mus- 
Ems would protect their holy ate 
evra if thqy had to sleep there. 

Musams are going to protect 
tiie mosque,” Hussein had said 
m an interview. “I do not know 1 
how many, but there is no doubt 
tii^r will be in big numbers.” 

Before Milo’s decision, ten- 
wms among the Arabs were 


reach fruition there must be afl- 
oat s upport for tbe Algerian 
effort towards finding a peaceful 
settlement to this acute crisis.” 

As soon as Benjedid left, the 
minister was reported off to 
Doha to brief its leaders on the 
outcome in preparation for the 
annual summit of the GCC 
alliance which Qatar is to lust 
on Dec. 22. 

Simultaneously, Saudi Ara- 
bian Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan landed in Muscat as pari 
of a pre-GCC summit tour he fa 
conducting of the member states 
of the aflfance. 

Details of Benjedid’s peace 
mission have not been publicised 
but while in Iran, both he and his 
Iranian hosts gave prominence 
to the necessity of a Palestinian 
settlement in addition to a solu- 
tion to tbe Gulf crisis. They did 
not how e ver directly link tbe 
two issues. 

As Benjedid opened his talks 
late Friday with Sultan Qaboos, 
Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd was 
quoted as saying in Mecca, site 
of Islam's holiest shrine, that he 
wished “God speed to all sincere 
leaden of the Arab Nation and 
those who call fur peace and 
stability k> the interest of the 
Middle East and the world.” 

Added Fahd: “We want peace 
and stability and we hope to 
reach it, God willing, by honour- 
able means.” 

Earlier in tbe week, an Arab 
diplomat said Benjedid was 
trying to arrange a meeting be- 
tween Saddam and Fahd. Bat 
tbe Saudi government threw 
cold water on that plan, reiter- 
ated its standing principle that 
no talks can be held before Iraq 
withdraws from Kuwait. 

U.S. 

(Carihmed from page 1) 

have as church -leaders, that'**’ 
ery possible way short of the 
bloodshed that will result from 3 
war, be used to find peace in * 
way that does not involve ini^ 
ary action or the war option, 
she added. 

Responding to question* 
Browning said that “we 

think that the Iraq-Kuwait-nto* 
tion can be solved without cun’ 
sidering other problems in ti*® 
Middle -East.” 

“There has been a tendency w 
isolate issues in the Middle East 
We feel they are inter-rehdcdi 
said Martin Bailey, director & 
communications for the Nation* 
Council of Churches. 

Tbe linkage issue is a a nit 
demand of Iraq. However, 
President George Bush 
there is no linkage and that Ir*4 
must withdraw from Kuwait an- > | 
conditionally. f 


s 




i 







JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1990 


5 


• even at ^ ^ 

* and ban? ^ 
*i. The^. fc 

K «■? Lt* 
.Tr**2i 

’ ,oa ®an?' t 

11(1 ^ to ctw, 

ldebte **a £ 
needs °fii^ 

snss? 

KS§ 

i yearT^* 



t s a very 
a very hypotbs 
me. and than 

mg chat tbe y 
cake a decani 
jet in that tjpe r 
spokeswntnflTj v 

r said. 


ienjedi 

itinued fnoa m? 
fly rectenspBE 


on dim ms 1 
n tor tfae £ 
rdsfo»£!|t 

•o this aor 
as BenjaBt 


et ns 
preparsM" 
imii ffl k 
i: 



A game of words 
is a serious debate 


By Badr Abdul Haq Glob's name to afxndi, winch 


I COULD not control myself 
when X read the very interest- 
ing snide by Abdullah Hasa- 
nxtm the weekend issue of the 
Jordan Times (Dec.. 13-13). 
The article, on titles used In 

government codes and society 
at large, appeared prominently 
on the front page of the limes. 

Before expressing my 
admiration for what Hasanat 
wrote, X would like to recall 
that the departed Jordanian 
poet, Tyseer Sboul ( who com- 
mitted suicide 17 years ago), 
bad called in the early days of 
the establishment of A1 Ra’i 
for the abolition of titles. In 
die first article be published in 
his column, which be called 
Hyde Park, Sboul urged the 
abolition of antiquated riti** 
starting with pasha, which was 
used with (Sir John Baggot) 


everybody 
Zarqa in those days imhard 
that his customers cadi him 
afandi, or else their bread 
would be considerably de- 
layed. 

Sboul advocated that the 
prime minister be called Mr. 
instead of d&wfau (state), that a 
minist e r also addressed by Mr. 
rather than »nd so on. 
He thought that tides should 
not be used to classify people 
or give privilege to some over 


Now after aTnwgr 20 years 


titles are stiD wi 


extremely angry if they are- 
not addressed with the proper 
title that they view as befitting 
their position and status. 

Now comes Abdullah Hasa- 
nat to reopen die file of tides. 


He docs so without offering his 
own opinion on either to use or 
abandon them. However, the 
style in which utofat al akh (his 
kindness our brother) Hasanat 
wrote his article might well 
help our cause. It would not be 
far-fetched if. in the shadow of 
the de m ocr a tic glasnosi that 
Jordan is bring under, some 
people might gather under 
some son erf ami-title associa- 
tion, that I believe should be 
called tfae Association of “Suf- 
ferers from Use of Titles.” I 
would imagine that hundreds 
of less important civil servants 
would join the new associa- 
tion. But I can immediately see 
a counter association being 
formed; you know by whom. 

I can see the battle that 
Sboul waged 20 years ago 
being fought once more. 

The above commentary is re- 
printed from Al Ra’i. 


U.S. preparing to disarm Iraq psychologically 


DHAHRAN, Saudi Arabia — 
The United States and Saudi 
Arabia are preparing to initiate 
a programme of covert psycho- 
logical warfare as part of any 
Persian Golf military action, 
according to U.S. military 


“Whai we want to do is to 
control what Iraqis know about 
the war,” one knowledgeable 
source said. 


The plan indudes clandes- 
tine propaganda broadcasts to 
persuade Iraqi soldiers and 
civilians to abandon the fight, 
they said. 

Among operations already 
in progress, sources said, are 
efforts to smuggle hundreds of 
thousands of small transistor 
radios into Iraq over the Tur- 
kish and Saudi borders to pro- 
vide a ready audience for Ara- 
bic -language messages aimed 
at sowing disr u p ti on and con- 
fusion across Iraq as war is 
waged. 

With the United States plan- 
ning to jam Iraq's internal 
radio and television frequen- 
cies, the broadcasts are en- 
visioned as potentially power- 
ful! tools of war because they 
could provide the only in- 
formation available to ordinary 
Iraqi citizens and soldiers on 
the front lines. 


By Sergei Shargorodsky 
The Associated Press 
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‘Other, more overt 
programmes, mod- 
elled on the Voice of 
America news net- 
work, could simply 
relay accurate in- 
formation about the 
progress of the war 
and provide assur- 
ances to Iraqi sol- 
diers that they would 
not be mistreated if 
they surrendered or 
were captured.’ 

One plan under considera- 
tion would deliberately spread 
disinformation by announcing 
that Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein was dead and urging 
Iraqi dtizens and sokfiers to 
throw down their weapons, the 


source said. 

Other, more overt program- 
mes, modelled on the Voice of 
America news network, could 
simply relay accurate informa- 
tion about the progress of the 
war and provide assurances to 
Iraqi soldiers that they would 
not be mistreated if they sur- 
rendered or were captured. 

The operation would mark a 1 
more widespread psychologic- 
al-warfare campaign than was 
implemented a year ago in 
Panama, where invading U.S. 
forces primarily used louds- 
peaker-trucks to urge Panama- 
nian mili tary and paramilitary 
forces to abandon resistance 
ef fo rts. 

Military officials concluded that 
one of tfae most serious errors of 
the Panama operation was the 
failure to secure Panamanian 
television and radio transmit- 
ters in the early hours of the 
invasion. Days after U.S. para- 
troopers seized the country, 
secret broadcas t s from ousted 
dictator Manuel Noriega were 
still urging Panamanians to re- 
sist the American troops. 

But if war erupts in the 
Persian Gulf, one official said. 


"one of the first things well do 
is take out their television and 


i “What we want to 
do is to control what 
Iraqis know about 
the war, 7 ’ one know- 
ledgeable source 
said. One plan under 
consideration would 
deliberately spread 
disinformation by 1 

announcing that Ira- 
qi President Saddam 
Hussein was dead 
and urging Iraqi 
citizens and soldiers 
to throw’ down their 
weapons, the source 
said.’ 


radio capabilities.” 

In this theatre, the United 


States could seek to disrupt 
Iraq even while remaining out- 
side its borders. Sources said 
they think the campaign could 
undermine resistance to the 
point that U.S, casualties 
would be reduced if an inva- 
sion takes place. 

Other plans under consid- 
eration would seek to distri- 
bute within Iraq clandestine 
loudspeakers containing a 
taped anti-Hussein message 
that could be programmed to 
boom across town squares and 
other public areas. 

Sources acknowledged that 

U.S. and Saudi intelligence 
officials have found such op- 
erations to be difficult because 
of the extensive internal sur- 
veillance maintained by Iraqi 
security forces. 

The radio-smuggling opera- 
tion is well under way, howev- 
er, and is supported by U.S. 
and Saudi intelligence officials. 
The radios are being trans- j 
ported primarily by tribesmen, j 
who move easily across Iraq’s 
borders. — Los Angeles Times 
News Service. 


Arafat 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
With more than 1,000 Soviet 
Jews arriving each day, both the 
immigrants and Israelis are 
learning it sometimes is painful 
when dreams come true. 

This nation of 1.7 million will 
take in as many as 1 million 
Soviet immigrants within three 
years, putting extraordinary 
pressure on the country's econo- 
mic and social fabric. 

The Soviet immi grants* dream 
of escape to a haven in Israel has 
been shattered by government 
indecision and wrangling over 
creating jobs and providing 
bousing. 

But both the Israelis and the 
Immigrants see hope in the fu- 
ture. Israelis believe the im- 
migration will end their fear that 
a higher Arab birth rate will 
leave Jews outnumbered in their 
own state. The newcomers envi- 
sion a better iife tomorrow, at 
least for their/ children. 

m 

They: rise before dawn to wait 
in line outside Absorption 
Ministry offices. Many waited 
silently even du rin g the two- 
week strike by minis try workers, 
but some tacked up a sign in 
Russian: “please end the strike. 
Stop torturing people.” 

The strike deprived thousands 
of immigrants of their only in- 
come, the already-meager gov- 
ernment stipend. 

A family of three receives the 
equivalent of $9,000 a year, 
down from $10,000 in June. Now 
there are plans to cut it to about 
$ 8 , 000 . 

Even for a two-room apart- 
ment, the immigrants must pay 
up to $6,000. The stipend also, 
must cover food and other costs. 

“The government is not allow- 
ing them even a minimum stan- 
dard of living, while at the same 
time making it very hard for 
them to become productive 
members of Israeli society,” said 
Vladimir Glozman of the Soviet 
Jewry Zionist Forum, an 
-umbrella for Immig rant groups. 

Still, the immigrants are bet- 
ting on the future. Two, three. 



mains a “miracle.” But there is a 


Ministry of Absorption workers demonstrate out- per cent of us get wage supplements. Which one of 
ride the prime minister 's office in the second week us is irresponsible and cynical? 
of their strike. The large poster reads: “Moda’i! 70 


even four immig rant fami lies 
may share a two-bedroom apart- 
ment. 

The supply of rental apart- 
ments is expected to run out by 
March, and Absorption Minister 
Yitzhak Peretz says tent titles 
soon will be necessary. 

With the country’s unemploy- 
ment rate as high as 10 per cent, 
many immigrants must survive 
on the stipend. 

Some gather spoiled fruits and 
vegetables thrown out by mar- 
kets. Some women have become 
prostitutes. Another, a mother 
of two in her 20s, said she is 
looking for “a rich Israeli who 
will feed us.” 

StiD, there are successes, peo- 
ple who got jobs in their profes- 
sions, and many examples of aid 
and kindness by Israeli families. 

There also are stories of un- 
scrupulous landlords and em- 
ployers, of professionals who 
sweep the streets or wash dishes.. 
Cardiologist Eduard Zaslavsky 
and his economist wife Polina 
scrub the floors of Jerusalem’s 
business administration college 
to support themselves and their 
17-year-old twin girls. 

“I was mentally prepared for 
any difficulties before we came 
to Israel, but I admit that this 
kind of work was below my 
expectations,” Mis. Zaslavasky 


told an Israeli newspaper. 

The immigrants are gradually 
replacing Palestinians from the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip as Israel's low-income 
workers. Theye?are ‘the coun- 
try’s netv slaves,'? ps the dajjy 
newspaper Maariv put it. 

Within months, thousands of 
immigrants will mark the first 
anniversary in Israel and will 
find themselves with no jobs and 
unable to cover rent with lower, 
second-year subsidies. 

“I don't know what to do." 
said Dioma Kudriavtzev, a 20- 
year-old Russian student with a 
wife and newborn son. “tye will 
probably find ourselves in the 
street.” 

The bulk of the immigrants 
accept such hardship. In Israel, 
they say, at least they have hope. 

There is also despair. 

In November, a 53-year-old 
woman from the Ukraine? 
jumped to her death, leaving a 
note that said her husband had 
no work. Last Monday, Leonid 
Bran, 53, hanged himself in 
Beersheba. He was jobless and 
his note said he could not adjust 
to life in Israel. 

Although these are isolated 
cases, some officials have criti- 
cised the government for its 
absorption failures. 

Comptroller Miriam Ben- 


Porat put it this way: “the bean 
throbs in pain over lack of ac- 
tion, failures and the shortsight- 
edness of tfae government in its 
preparation for absorption of tfae 
immigration waves.” 

. Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir dismissed her words as an 
unprecedented attack on a 
proud Israeli institution. He said 
“such sweeping criticism” ex- 
ceeded Mis. Ben-Porat’s author- 
ity. 

She W3S not alone, however. 
The daily Yedioth Ahronoth, for 
instance, recently ran a series of 
articles on immigrant absorption 
under a banner headline in Rus- 
sian: “proval" — “failure.'’ 

Failure or not, the impact of 
the immigration flood and the 
magnitude of the task ahead are 
beginning to dawn on Israel and 
its people. Some are even vioc- 
ing doubts about whether Israel 
can take the strain. 

Absorbing the Soviet Jewish 
tide is “a mission brodering 
upon the impossible,” Finance 
Minister Yitzhak Modai said in a 
Tel Aviv speech last week. “In 
the coming years, we will have to 
spend $10 to $60 billion, a huge 
sum ... beyond the state 
budget.” 

For Modai and the majority of 
Israelis, immigration still re- 


price. 

Last month, the cabinet 
approved a bike in the value- 
added tax from 16 per cent to IS 
per cent. It also levied a so- 
called immigration tax, a 5 per 
cent surcharge on income taxes 
for tfae next three years. 

The military fought budget 
cuts, but lost. The 1991 budget, 
for the first time, allocates more 
to immigrant absorption than to 
defense spending, traditionally a 
sacred cow in Israel. 

Israelis are beginning to 
understand that immigration will 
mean fierce competition for 
jobs, a further increase in high 
bousing prices, apanmen: shor- 
tages and overburdened schools 
and social services. 

Palestinians already complain 
about lost jobs, and now Israel's 

900.000 Arab citizens express 
fears their jobs and land could 
be taken away. 

A bitter land dispute has 
arisen between .Nazareth Hit, a 
city of 28,000 which took in 

5.000 immigrants this year, and 
the Arabs of Nazareth. Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon wants to 
settle 10.000 immigrants among 
the Arab villages around 
Nazareth. 

As for jobs, a recent immig- 
rant from Tadzhikistan, Michael 
Alierman, went to work in a 
Jerusalem metal working factory 
and noticed his Arab colleagues 
were disappearing. 

“They fired Mahmoud who 
taught us everything,” said 
Aiterman. “It does give a bad 
feeling but I have to eat." 

StiD, as the Gulf crisis forces 
the Israelis to have gas masks 
handy and the three-year 
Palestinian revolt becomes ever 
more violent, the wave of new- 
comers is a consolation for 
Israel. 

Shamir said that the Soviet 
influx has buried Israelis* fears 
of being submereged by a grow- 
ing Arab population. 

“In a few years,” he said, “we 
will recognise the land of Israel. 
Everything will have changed — 
society, the economy, t be cul- 
ture." 


1) 


j the Golf crisis cannot succeed if 
; there is no Arab- Arab dialogue 
j that is crowned by an Arab 
j summit," Arafat told reporters 
j at Amman's airport. 

He said Arabs should not trust 
the United States when it says a 
settlement of the Palestinian 
problem would be discussed 
( once Iraq pulled out of Kuwait. 

“From what the Americans 
are doing at the Security Coun- 
cil, we cannot trust what they are 
offering now... that after the 
Gulf crisis they wiD solve the 
Palestinian and Middle East 
crises,” Arafat said. 

“The U.S. is not only procras- 
tinating but is also pressuring aD 
Security Council members to try 
and evade the peace parley." 

In Baghdad earlier Saturday, 
Arafat and Iraqi Foreign Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz held talks. The 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) said 
they discussed developments in 
the region and “the U.S. anti- 
Palestinian stand in the United 
Nations.” 

The U.N. Security Council 
has been debating a draft resolu- 
tion calling for the protection of 
Palestinians in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. The draft also refers to a 
Middle East peace conference. 

Iraq 

(Continued from page 1) 

the dates," said the spokesman. 

The RCC spokesman said Iraq 
had proposed that the United 
States set the date for a meeting 
between Bush and Aziz in 
Washington. Baghdad should 
choose the date of the meeting in 
the Iraqi capital, he said. 

“We had informed the Amer- 
ican side that their dates were 
not suitable for us and suggested 
the 12th of January as the date 
for meeting in Baghdad. But the 
U.S. administration insisted on 
its first proposal... and we sug- 
gested that the American silk: 
choose a date for the Washing- 
ton meeting provided that we 
select the date of the Baghdad 
meeting by ourselves. 


“We had also expressed readi- 
ness (for) any time chosen by the 
American side for the Washing- 
ton meeting on the basis of 
reciprocal dealing but the U.S. 
administration rejected that and 
insisted on its attitude," be said. 

Jassem said the dates dispute 
was a matter of principle, saying 
any president had the right to fix 
the date for a foreign minister’s 
visit. “It's one of the simplest 
aspects of sovereignty,” he told 
a news conference in Baghdad 
later Saturday. 

“Serious and deep dialogue 
will lead us to solve the prob- 
lem,” he said, accusing Bush of 
making his talks offer only as a 
public relations exercise. 

If Bush fixed a new date for 
Aziz’s visit, be said, “We will fix 
a certain date for Baker.” 

He could not say whether Sad- 
dam might offer a new date or 
would stick to Jan. 12. 

Iraq says Bush is using the 
dispute over the talks to mfcfead 
U.S. public opinion and Con- 
gress about his intentions to 
attack Iraq. 

Bush said Jan. 12 would Dot 
leave Iraq time to withdraw its 
forces by the U.N. .Security 
Council deadline throe .days la- 
ter. -j? | 

“That deadline is real,” said 
Bush, adding that Iraqi forces 
most be "totally out, totally 
out,” by then. 

Bosh originally invited Sad- 
dam to receive Baker any time 
between Dec. 15 and Jan. 15. 
However, now Saddam's prop- 
osal of Jan. 12 is seen as a 
delaying tactic by Iraq. 

“I wish now I had beat a little 
more explicit in my first 
announcement,” said Bush. “I 
did not offer to be a part to 
Saddam Hussein's manipula- 
tion ” 

Bush has also said the purpose 
of Baker’s talks is not to negoti- 
ate a settlement, but to issue a 
face-to-face demand that Iraq 
withdraw its troops from 
Kuwait. 

The RCC repeated Saturday 
that any talks must follow Iraq’s 
Ang. 12 initiative linking any 
resolution of the Gulf crisis to a 
comprehensive settlement of all 
Middle East problems. 

“The initiative is our guide for 
any dialogue with the U.S. admi- 
nistration or others, because any 


serious dialogue must aim at 
achieving a comprehensive and 
just solution for the problems of 
the region, particularly the 
Palestinian issue,” the RCC 
spokesman said. 

Baker’s deputy said Saturday 
that any meeting between the 
secretary of state and President 
Saddam would be brief and to 
the point and would not consti- 
tute negotiations. 

“We're going ro make it as 
clear as we can to Saddam Hus- 
sein we are serious about enforc- 
ing the (U.N.) Security Council 
resolutions,” Deputy Secretary 
of State Lawreoce Eagle burger 
said on Cable News Network 
(CNN) television. 

“Saddam Hussein will then 
have to make up his own mind 
on what he’s going to do about 
it.” 

He said the session was likely 
to be brief — “five minutes to 
five hours" — but was unlikely 
to continue for more than a day 
or two and would not include 
negotiations. “If if you say ‘no 
negotiations’ and you mean it, 
then there aren't any negotia- 
tions," Eagleburger said. 



(Continued from page 1) 
Gulf and with the Middle East in 
two separate resolutions to avoid 
any impression that they were 
linking the two, as Iraq has 
called for. 

They also wanted to avoid 
offending the United States, 
which opposes an international 
conference on the conflict be- 
tween Israelis and Palestinians. 

“The fact that Saddam has 
talked about the Palestinians 
doesn't mean anything," Italian 
Prime Minister Giulio Andreot- 
ti, whose country holds the EC 
presidency, told a news confer- 
ence. 

“What is important is that we 
have it said with great clearness 
that one does not solve the 
problem of the Palestinians by 
occupying Kuwait and refusing 
to get out of it.” 

“But the fact is that, with the 
same rigour, we must place on 
the agenda a renewed commit- 
ment to solve the problem of 
everyone's security, including 
Israel, including the Palesti- 
nians,” he added. 
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/ CHEN’S 

CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers 1 Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

\ p.m. 

6:30 • Midnight 
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1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
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7.30-H.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
lbwaith 3rd circle 
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Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and* 
sale - furnished or unfur-i 
nished. 

Also many lots of land arej 

available for sale. 

For further details, please! 
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RENT 

Real 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept. 687B21/22 


The First Class Hotel in 

Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 

room..! 


OAKOTEL 




Amman - Tel 668193 

P.0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 

Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 

Businessmen 





Amman's 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods. 
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watches, pens, 
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crystalware etc. 
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Grand Slam Cup semifinals 
become all- American affair 


MBA ROUNDUP 


MUNICH. Germany <AP) — 
David Wheaton used a powerful 
' serve and an aggressive game to 
upset Ivan Lendl 6-2. 7-6 (7-t) to 

- reach the semifinals of the S6- 
miifion Grand Slam Cup. 

' Wealton, a 21-year-oid rwo- 
■ year pro ranked 27th in the 
•world, dominated from the first 
’ point to overpower Lendl, who 
is ranked third in the world. ^ 

- His victor? :n one hour. 27 
minutes made the semifinals of 
the richest ’.ounvmcnt in tennis 

■history an a'!- American affair. 

• Earlier. Bred Gilbert out- 
lasted Aaron Krickstein in an 
error-filled match to win 6-7 
(5-7). 6-1, 6-3. 

Gilbert will play Wheaton in 
the semifinals, while Pete Sam- 
pras will face Michael Chang. 

“This is the biggest wjn of my 
career. I had a simple strategy 
and that was to hit as deep as I 
could and to irv to keep him 
under pressure.” Wheaton said. 

Wheaton broke Lendl in the 
opening came :o set the tone of 
the match. 

"I felt I had my range from the 
first point.” he said. 

Wheaton scored another 
break for a 1-1 read, dropped his 
serve in the nest game, but 
broke aeain to lead 5-2. 


Wheaton served out the set at 
love. 

There were no breaks in the 
second set. but Wheaton was 
down 15-10 in the fourth game. 

“He hir an ace with his second 
serve, then an unreturnable 
serve, then another ace. He 
served himself out of trouble.” 
Lendl said, 

Lendl himself fought ofFtwo 
break points in the ninth game. 

Wheaton, seeded eighth, 
raced to a 3-0 lead in the tieb- 
reak and had to match points. 

Lendl saved the first with a 
brilliant return to the comer, but 
his next return went long. 

“The court is fast and favours 
his game.” Lendl said. “He took 
full advantage of it.“ 

“I knew he can hit powerfully, 
but I was surprised how consis- 
tent he was.” Lendl said. “He 
deserves to be in the semifinal.” 

Lendl had 15 aces. Wheaton 
11 . 

By getting to the semifinals. 
Wheaton made sure of winning 
at least $150,000. nearly doubl- 
inc his career earnings of 
S181.712. 

He said he was thinking “a 
bit” about the SZ-million prize 
awaiting the winner. 

“I don’t know yet what I am 


Senna fitter than ever 


PARIS (R) — Ayrton Senna 
had anything but the look of a 
haunted man as he shrugged off 
fears over his personal security 
at the weekend." 

He claimed be felt fitter and 
happier than at any time in bis 
Formula One career. 

The newly -crowned world 
drivers' champion, who was the 
victim of a kidnap threat when 
be returned home to Brazil fr'-m 
the Australian Grand Prix last 
month, oozed confidence. 

Shortly before collecting bis 
award at a glittering gala dinner, 
be said with a smile: “everything 
is fine. 

“It is all under control. It was 
all a bit different when I got back 
to Brazil but he had the know- 
ledge in time and we took some 
precautions. It is no problem to 
me, tt is okay.” 

The Brazilian looked fit and 
relaxed at his first major public 
appearance since the kidnapping 
dangers were disclosed in Sao 
Paulo four weeks ago. 

He spoke sensitively of the 
economic and social problems in 
Brazil, reflected on his second 
title triumph and comparisons 
with Fangio and predicted a 
tough technical battle ahead 
□ext year between his team 
McLaren and Ferrari. 

“It is something else to have 
on your mind," he said as he 
contemplated the kidnap 
threats. “Not that you necessari- 
ly want things like this. 

“I think that my country has 
losts of soda! problems at the 
moment and this is just one of 
the consequences of them.” 

Coping with stress and press- 
ures of various sorts, including 
the dangers inherent in racing a 
Grand Prix car, has become part 
of the 30-year-old Brazilian's 
life. 

But he has never before faced 
such serious threats to his own 
life or his family, something be 
has privately acknowledged in 
less-guarded moments since 
securing his second title in three 
years of bitter rivalry with 
Fre nchm an Alain Prost. 

It is unlikely, however, to 
dfrnxmsft his phenomenal talent 
or dedication and application 


next season when he will be 
bidding to make the most of the 
psychological ascendancy he be- 
lieves he achieved over the Fer- 
rari driver in 1990. 

“I think it will be very com- 
petitive again and we will see 
different cars and different en- 
gines winning, like we saw in 
1990,” he said. 

“We (McLaren) believe we 
have perhaps more work than 
Ferrari because we have a new 
car and engine but they have 
continued with their 1990 pack- 
age. 

“That may favour them in 
some ways, particularly early in 
the season... but 1 think prob- 
ably it will be another cham- 
pionship between McLaren and 
Ferrari and this time the chal- 
lenge is going to be more tech- 
nical than any thing . 

“In 1988it was a men’s battle. 
In 1990 -it was a psychological 
battle — and 1989 too. In 1991 it 
will ;be -a technical challenge.” 

Senna admitted the 1990 sea- 
son was one of the most difficult 
of his career. 

He began it drained of motiva- 
tion after his long-running feud 
with the president of the Inter- 
national Motor Sports Federa-' 
tion (FISA), Jean-Marie Bales- 
tre. There was also the hnge 
disappointment of losing his tide 
to Prost the previous year. 

‘The 1990 championship was, 
in some respects, a continuation 
of the 1989 season for me,” he 
said. 

Tt was particularly difficult to 
go into it and go through to the 
finis h due to all the disagree- 
ments there have been over the 
last year and a half or two years 
inside the Formula One environ- 
ment, inside my own team with- 
in different teams with my diffi- 
culties with AJain...** 

Senna added: Tt is difficult to 

achieve number one status and it 
is even harder to keep it." 

“Bat I think by now... I have 
experienced so much pressure 
and stress under different cir- 
cumstances that even if it is 
difficult to cope all the time at 
least I have the experience to 
help me cope with it in the best 
way." 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
* TAHNAH HIRSGH 

:xr. Tiz-jne IW'I Inc 


RIGHT IN DIFFERENT WAY5 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

* A J 9 
T A 10 3 
17 8 5 

* A Q J 9 

WEST EAST 

*643 *8 

7 J S 6 7Q7542 

■■ A Q 7 2 ! J 10 4 

*763 ♦ K 8 4 2 

SOUTH 

* K Q 10 7 5 1 
~ K 9 

. K 6 3 

* 10 S 
The bidding: 

North Eaa South West 

1 NT Pass 4 * Pass 

Pass Pass Pm 

Opening lead: Three of * 

Here's an interesting problem. 
Cover the East-West cards with 
your Thumbs and decide how you 
would pby the hand in six spades. 
Then see whether you would play 
the hand the same »ay if the con- 
tract were four spades. 

South was awfully timid in the 
bidding. With a good six-card suit 
and prime values we would have 
expressed mild slam interest by first 
jumping to three spades, then cor- 
recting a probable three no trump 


rebid from partner to four spades. 

Playing at six spades, you have a 
certain loser in the ace of diamonds. 
The only way to escape losing a club 

crick is for the finesse to win, and if 
the king of ciubs is with West guard- 
ed only twice, the club suit win fur- 
nish r »0 discards via a repeat 
finesse. And you won't have to wor- 
ry about finding the ace of dia- 
monds favorably located as well to 
avoid a second loser in that suit. 

Four spades is another matter. 
Here, you warn to try to keep East 
off lead, so you don't lose three 
diamond uicks and a club. Take the 
spade lead in dummy and lead a 
hean. If East follows low, finesse 
your nine. West can win and return 
trump. You win. cash the king of 
hearts, enter dummy with the ace of 
dubs and cash the ace of hearts, 
discarding a dob from hand. Nov 
lead the queen of clubs and. if East 
follow; low, discard a diamond; if 
East covers, ruff. Either way. you 
must make at least 10 tricks unless 
the distribution is really foul. 

What if East plays a heart honor 
on the first lead of ibc suit? Win the 
king, draw trumps and try the club 
finesse in the hope that one of the 
two key cards you n***l is well 
placed. 


going to do with the money, but “I felt frustrated. I felt a lot of 
mv brother John will get more calls went against me. I wasn’t 
than a pair of socks for Christ- hitting the ball well and I was 
mas.” he said. trying to charge myself up, to 

Wheaton this year won his stay in the match,” he said. “I 
first tournament, at Charleston, wasn’i aggressive enough.” 
and reached the quarterfinals at Krickstein, ranked 20th, drop- 
the U.S. and Australian Opens, ped his serve for the first time in 
and the round of 16 at Wimble- the seventh game, but regained 
don. the break in the next one, send- 

Glibert was also happy about ing the first set into a liebreak. 

J?? ne ,y* ... He won the Tiebreak. hitting a 

This is about three times forehand on his approach 

more money than I ever made in ^ ^ nel A Gilbert, 

a week and T feel great about .t who had , ed ^ in the tiebreak . 

said Gilbert, who came to the ^i: a ball into the stands and was 
tournament as a replacement for ^ vcn a 

injured Andre Agassi. And I 6 Both players held serve in the 
can still make more. first two games of the second set. 

Gilbert, ranked 10th in the j, ut traded breaks in the next 
world, was the only player able f our 

to hold serve in the third set. 

with both players repeatedly Serving for the match, Gilbert 
breaking each other wasted his fist match point by 

“It was a typical match be- hitting a forehand long. A spec- 
tween us. there are always a lot tacular return down the line gave 
of breaks.” said Gilbert.’ who is Krickstein the advantage, but a 
now l-l against Krickstein in his passing attempt that hit the net 
career. ~ and a long forehand gave Gilbert 

Krickstein dropped his serve his second match point. He con- 
in his last five service games. verted it with his 11th ace and 

The match between the two finished the match after two 
Americans was marked by slop- houre and 41 minutes, 
py plan by both players. Gilbert had 41 unforced 

Gilbert complained about errors, while Krickstein commit- 
many line calls. ted 36. 


BOXING 

Bowe crashes Morrison 
in the opening round 


Celtics 108, Pistons 100 

BOSTON (AP) — Kevin 
McHale had 24 points and 11 
rebounds, and the Boston 
Celtics withstood Detroit’s fu- 
rious comeback Friday night 
for a 108-100 victory over the 
Pistons. 

Boston led 90-74 in the 
opening seconds of the fourth 
period, but the Pistons dosed 
to 93-92 with an 18-3 run. 

However, the Celtics re- 
grouped after Isiah Thomas 
missed a 3-point bomb that 
would have put the Pistons 
ahead. Boston regained a six- 
point lead on a 3-pointer by 
Lany Bird and went on to 
beat the Pistons for the 18th 
rime in 19 regular-season 
games ax home since 1982. 

Bird and Reggie Lewis 
finished with 16 points each 
for Boston, whose 18-1 record 
is second best in the National 
Basketball Association 
(NBA). The Pistons, who 
have lost six of their last seven 
games, were led by Thomas 
with 26 points and Joe 
Dumars with 18. 

76ers 95, Heat 92 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
Charles Barkley had 35 paints 
and 15 rebounds and Hersey 
Hawkins made two crucial 
fire throws with 5 seconds left 
as Philadelphia extended 
Miami's losing streak to six 


KANSAS CITY, Missouri (AP) 
— Olympic silver medallist Rid- 
dick Bowe remained unbeaten 
as a professional, landing a fero- 
cious right to Tony Morrison's 
head and knocking ont the 
Canadian heavyweight just 2 mi- 
nutes, 20 seconds into the open- 
ing round. 

Bowe threw several jabs at 
Morrison's chest Friday night 
before landing the punch that 
ended the fight, improving 
Bowe’s record to 21-0. 

T was looking for it,” Bowe 
said. “He moved and ran into 


the right band. He's a runner, 
and that’s his style. But like Joe 
Louis once said, 'you can run, 
bat you can't hide.*” 

Bowe who fought as a super- 
beavyweigbt in Seoul, Sooth 
Korea, said he wasn’t di&- 
a p poin ted to win quickly. 

“It doesn’t matter to me 
whether I go one round or 10 
rounds,” he said. “I worked 
pretty hard in the gym preparing 
for this fight. I go into each fight 
thinkin g its going to be a hard 
one.” 


Rich Mahorn’s two free 
throws with 30 seconds to play 
gave Philadelphia a 93-89 
lead, bat Glen Rice tipped in 
a basket with 25 seconds re- 
maining. 

After Miami took posses- 
sion when Philadelphia could 
not get the ball in bounds 
within 5 seconds, Rony Seika- 
ly, who led Miami with 27 
points, was foaled with 11 
seconds left. He made the first 


free throw to make it 93-92, 
but missed the second, with 
Hawkins grabbing the re- 
bound. 

Hawkins was fouled with 5 
seconds left, and his two free 

throws completed tins scoring. 

■ 

Spurs 116, Cavaliers 106 
RICHFIELD, Ohio (AP) — 

Willie Anderson's 12-foot 
juniper tied the score in the 
final minute of regulation, and 
he scored five points during a 
1(M) run ax the start of over- 
time for San Antonio against 
Cleveland, 

The Spurs, who won their 
fourth straight game, outre- 
bounded the Cavaliers 69-30, 
with Terry Cummings grab- 
bing 18 and David Robinson 
15. 

It was the Spurs' third con- 
secutive road win, but their 
first at Cleveland since Jan. 2, 
1983, ending a seven-game 
streak in the Coliseum. The 
Cavaliers are 1-5 since Mark 
Price was lost for the season 
with a knee injury. 

Robinson scored 23 points. 
Rod Strickland 22, Cummings 
21 and Anderson 19 for San 
Antonio. Larry Nance led 
Cleveland with 28 points. 

Bulb 128, Clippers 88 

CHICAGO (AP) — Scottie 
Pippen scored 22 points and 
Michael Jordan 20 as Chicago 
rolled over Los Angeles for its 
eighth victory in 10 games. 

All 11 Bulls scored as they 
rolled to the largest victory 
margin of the season. Pre- 
viously, Chicago beat Cleve- 
land 120-85 on Dec. 1. 

The loss was the seventh in 
nine road contests for the 
dippers, who got 22 points 
from Jeff Martin and 17 from 
Danny Manning. 


German captures normal 
hill ski jump title in Japan 


Atlanta opponents fight 
proposed Olympic stadium 


ATLANTA (AP) — Opponents 
of Atlanta's proposed Olympic 
Stadium are vowing to stop it in 
court. They're just not sure how. 

“We are serving notice we will 
use every legal, democratic and 
nonviolent means at our disposal 
to move the Olympic Stadium to 
another site,” Ethel Mae 
Mathews, president of Atlanta 
Neighbourhoods United for 
Fairness, said at a news confer- 
ence Friday. 

The proposed stadium for the 
1996 summer games, adjacent to 
Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium, 
could encroach on what is left of 
Summerhill. an old. largely poor 
neighbourhood affected by the 
first stadium 26 vears aeo. 


However, she was unable to 
explain who the group plans to 
sue. when or on what grounds. 
.Asked about the group's legal 
plans, she replied, “No. we 
don’t have any plans.” 

Her newly formed group ob- 
jects to traffic it says would be 
inevitable with the new stadium, 
and the “displacement of senior 
citizens and cancer patients liv- 
ing in nearby facilities. 

Atlanta Olympic Committee 
(AOC) Executive Director 
Doug Gatlin said AOC plans call 
for the stadium to be built in 
place of some of the existing 
parking at Atlanta-Fulton Coun- 
tv Stadium. 


SAPPORO, Japan (AP) — Ger- 
many's Andre Kiesewetter 
glided 91 metres in the day’s 
longest jump Saturday to win the 
normal hill event in the FIS Ska 
Jump World Cup competition. 

' Germany dominated the com- 
petition-, with Dieter Thoma 
finishing second and Josef 
Heumann third. 

Kiesewetter collected 211.8 
points for his first 86.5-metre 
jump and second jump of 94 
metres, beating Thoma by 17.1 
points. 

Thoma jumped 85 metres and 
81 metres for 197.1 points, while 
Heumann leaped 84.5 metres 
and 85 metres for a total of 196.2 
points. 

Pavel Ploc of Czechoslovakia 
finished fourth with 1S9.6 points 
for S3. 5-metre and S2. 5- metre 
jumps. 

The Soviet Union's Andrej 
Vervejkin was fifth with 189.1 
points. He jumped 82.5 metres 
and S3 metres. 


Meanwhile Bonnie Blair of 
the United States won the 
women's 500 metres race and 
finished third in the 1,000 metres 
Saturday in a Speed Skating 
World Cup event. 

.■The Soviet Union’s -IgOr 
Zhelezovski won the men’s 
1,000* metres in one minute, 
15.01 seconds, while German 
Uwc-Jcns Mey won the men’s 
500 metres in 37.36 seconds. 

Germany's Monique Gar- 
brecht placed first in the 
women’s 1,000-metre race in 
1:21.91, and Japanese skating 
star Seiko Hashimoto was 
second in 1:22.51. 

Blair, the 1988 Olympic gold 
medallist in the 500 metres and 
bronze winner in the 1,000, was 
timed at 1:23.08. 

Her winning time in the 500- 
metre race was 10.57. Hashimo- 
to placed second in 10.87 and 
her compatriot Kyoko Shimaza- 
ki was third in 10.91. 
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Peanuts 


YOU KNOU.- UJK¥ I 
WANT 70 9UY PESbY 
JEAtf THOSE 6L0VE5 
FOR CHRISTMAS 7 


UJHsK I FIRST MET HER BUT I POnV HAVE 
THIS SUMMER AT CAMR I TUJENTV- FIVE 
NOTICED WHAT PRETTY HANPS s DOLLARS TO BUY 
SHE WAP.., I WANT 7W055 5 TUE GLOVES... 
PRETTY HANDS ID BE WARM.. I 
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5ENP HSR A NICE 
CARD. ANP TELL HER 
TO KEEP HER HANDS 
tN HER POCKETS. 1 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY DECEMBER 16, 1990 ^ 

By Canoil Righter 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
New Moon in Sagittarius aceats a 
very r^ rT,n,r day allowing your 
best results to come from those 
about you who know your policies 
and the Special way in which you 
want to operate. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
He various and chores you 
bare to do whether atjhome or 
plnocs of business can be done now 
if you hold steady to an cstab&hed 
schedule. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Now you can certainly bring 
your most attractive qualities ana 
show others how they abo can 
bring their best points to attention 
of others. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 21) 
Your interest in family affairs an 
oow be the best means through 
which you utilize this day to the 

greatest advantage 90 stick dose to 

* — 


just what is expected of you fry. 
those with whom you hare anally 


what you desire. 

i jurat (September 23 to October- 
22) You hare it in your power .to - 
show the various persons who de= ; 
pend on you for help that wig hecd- 
their requests in cmfidnital and 
quiet manner. . “ ' ' ' . - 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You certainly now.are.itde i 
to gwtn the goodwill of mast any- ' 
one you regard as a friend by 
«rring In a manner that gives (lieu- 


MOQN CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Look into the various and 
sundry m^arw by which you can 
gam more accord with your usual 
and then yon can get 
errands done- 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
hare many thing s to do what will 
Jop off exp e nse s and give you more 
money when you would Kke to 
have so be sure to keep your mind 
on the practicaL 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Now you are able to find out 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Let your own ac- 
tiom show those who have a ny 
control over your outside mtenm 
that you act in such a manner that 
you are regarded a good citizen. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You have so many new 
interests that attract you that is 
necessary that you use your finest 


important- - - 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have many dbfigatious 
and yon bad better get than be- 
hind you right now or you fatter 
find you have missed an opportun- 
ity for a d e an slate. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Partnership interests are of 
paramount imp ort a nce now so ask 
and find out what others expe rt of 
you "nd carry through with their 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“I can f t find my socks, I can't 
find my belt, I can't find my feet, 
I can’t find my hands..." 



■TOA* SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 , by. Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


U nsc r a mble these fourJumUee. 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 






POLEE 


& 




i! 


GLUEED 


TRAMOF 


II -JO 

WHAT THE 
KUfi MERCHANT© 
J OKE3 PIP. 


Now arrange the circled tenors to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Prinf answer here: 



Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: DUNCE AMUSE LETHAL SADIST 

Answer What those neighborhood busybodles 
belonged to-THE “MEDDLE” CLASS 


THE Daily Crossword 


Arthur 


#z--f • ■ 


ACROSS 
1 Singer Adams 
S Capita! 

9 Burst Of 
activity 
Lodging 
money 

15 TV part 

16 Hello from 
Don Ho 

17 Leave out 

18 Com media 
de>r — 

19 Piano — 

20 "Cheers” e.g. 

23 Si .000 

24 Range of 
Influence 

25 Zlti and 
vermicelli 

29 Trailer 
31 Circuit 

34 Eng. racetrack 

35 Wise men 
38 Fool; 8p, 

37 Riotous fun 
*0 — off (angry) 

41 Sherbets 

42 Fr. river 

43 Wrath 
*4 Assert 

45 Tight sne up 

46 Mesozoic ao. 

47 - Na Na 

48 As much fun 
as a — 

57 dent hunter 
ol myth 

58 Disunite 

59 Vault 

60 Brainy group 

61 Mountain lake 

62 Fr. pronoun 
53 Uses an wen 

64 Table leavings 

65 Gave the 
once-over 

DOWN 

1 Cupid 

2 Hath pref. 

3 Monogram 
pan: a to&r. 

a Brute" 

5 USA word 

6 Weird 

7 Palo CA 





8 Adolescent 

9 Enlightenment 
in Zen 
Buddhism 

10 Precisely 

11 Tod- notch 

12 Lean-to 

13 Poppins" 

21 Marble 

22 Wag 

25 Page of music 

26 Son of Jacob 

27 Mountain 
rnbbie 

28 Pigeon — 

29 Mora 
logical 

30 — Benedict 

31 Piece 

32 Maltreat 

33 Attitudinizes 

35 Rodents 

36 Submachine 
gun 

38 Adversary 

39 what l 
■ say" 


Yesterday's Puzzle 
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Sports 

D laces 

Prickles 

Jagged 

Chic 

Fiasco 

Turf 

Giadsitum 


51 Preminger' 

52 Dread 

53 Swiss 
painter 

’ 5e Squirming 

55 Home of the 
Whiff enpoofs 

56 Raced 


-A 

1 

■i 
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Pour un eveil ^ V ar cheolog ie 




Fain coxQprendre !’ard>6ologie dans tons ses raf- 
flDflnarts et dans toots n can^plexit£ 1 dcs — f* w* y 
dc inriM de quatorze ans poomit moUct n pari 

impossible. Avec son livre, qui sera Hade 
toates leg dcoles de Jonboie dans sa verska mbe, 
Farch£ologiie frangaitee Geaevttye Do&te l*a gagn£. 
Clair, pr£ds, romancG, fflustrt* «Fonffles dans la 
nB6e» ptisente a tari I’atoot, am yeux des petite 
Jordaniens, de se d froota r id bAm, Ahwiwb 

et la vaDtee dn Jourdain. 


♦Nous sommes en Jordanie. 
CTest vendredi, la capitale 
A mman , est tout endonme. 


Id par ce concert, on enfant 
rdpondant an nom d*Anakou 
se teve. CTest un gargon d’une 
dizaine d’anndes vif et 
curieux. Vendredi, jour sans 
dcole! Anakou avale qnelqnes 
falfek, un pea de homos; fl 
oavre la porte.. .» 

Aina commence llnstoire 
de ce jeone gargon dont le 


d*aicta6ofa>gje et d*authropo- 
logie de I*Unxversb6 do Yar- 

mook sor des fondles dans la 
vaHde dn Jburdam. En 1988, 
efle organise, avec le Centre 
Odtnrd Fraa g ai s d* Amman 
et le Ddpaneraem des Anri- 
quitds, nne exposition 
arch£ok)gique qa'de a I’ex- 
ceDente klfe de doubter (Pone 
seconds expo sit ion, i Ja por- 


ta vaUfee dn Jourdazn et qm, 
en raccompagnant, va 


dtenx oe tt e initiative et suggfe- 
rent que {'exposition soit 
prysentde dans tes dcotes jor- 


y travaffient et le sens de tear 
travaux. 

Le Kvre est dcrit par Gene- 
vifeve DoUfos, archdologue 
fraagaise et directeor de 
recherche an Centre National 
de la Recherche Sdentifiqac 
(CNRS). Elte a travaiU6 pht~ 
sietirs amides avec Unsdtnt 


meat oaft l’idde dTun Kvre 
d’initiation & rarchdologie, 
qm prend forme en quelques 
mots: on petit roman qm s’ad- 


anx moms de qnstoize ans; un 
personnage central anqnel 
cheque enfant pent ai sdt nc n t 
s’identifier poor ddcouvrir 
avec hri, de renco n tre en ren- 


iC-vi 
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La tete centre les mors 

Us sont des centaines de 
millions, peut dire un on 
deux milli ards, hommes, 
femmes, jeunes, vieux, 
handicapds, en prison on 
«libreM, de tontes les 
couleurs de pean, qm ne 
jomssent pas encore de tons 
tears droits bnmains. Des 
massacres, des executions 
sommaires ou extra- 
judidaires sont oommis par 
les autoritds de temps & 




0 


un autre, contre des poplar' 
tkms ou de^indhndus inno- 
cents. 

Des centaines de milliers 
de personnes croupissent 
dans les gedles pour avoir 
osd exprimer Ieurs iddes et leors croyances k haute voix ou' 
pour avoir agi pacifiquement en leur faveur. Nombre 
d’entre elles subissenT la torture et certain es vont mSme £ la 
guillotine. Parfois, des manifestants sont airStds, des 
dtoyens «disparaissent>, d’autres sont refoulfs aux fron- 


Mais cela, quoique dor et rdvohant, n'est que la forme la 
plus in juste et la plus brutale des violations des droits de 
l’homme dans le monde d’aujourdlmi. 

D’autres formes — moms visibles — de repression juri cli- 
que, administrative et pratique sont appliqudes tous tes 
jours, partout, qui laissent derrtere elles des souffrances et 
des cicatrices morales, sodales et psychologjques pdnibies 
chez des centaines de milliers de personnes et terns 
families. 

D y a quelques anndes, un hebdomadaire frangais a 
consacr6 sa couverture h la question des droits de l’Homme 
et a annoned qu’eUe doroinerait les preoccupations du 
monde jusqu’i la fin du stecle. 

II est presque certain aajourd’hui que la lutte pour les 
droits humains s’intensifie au fur et h mesure que tes 
violations se moliiplient. Cela se comprend car il s’avdre 
que cette question ne peut £tre isolde ou consid£r£e sous 
son abject strictement humanistc. MSrne tes organisations 
et tes militants qui dvitaient de «se m£lei> k la dimension 
politique de cette affaire, reconnatssent aujourd’hui qu’il 
g*agi£ Men des intdr£ts politiques, dconomiques, ethiqnes 
ou culture Is des peoples on de certains groopes sociaux, k 
dd fen dr e on & protiger. 

Ddfendre les droits humains ddpend avant tout des 
efforts et des sacrifices des hommes fibres qui prennent en 
charge cette tAche noble. Mais on se rend compte de phis 
en plus de Pimportance de la prise de conscience par les 
peoples de Ieurs droits. Cest encore plus vrai en ce qui 
conceme le monde aiabe. Le mouvement des droits de 
PHomme, quoiqu’eu Evolution, y est toujouxs F aff a ir e des 

Sites intellectuelfes et politiques. A cct 6gaid, les efforts 
d^doyds par PInstitut International des Sciences Cri- 
nainelles A (Italie) sont A signaler. Depuis cinq ans, 

U applique -am programme arabe pour les droits de 

PHomme* et 3 a public en arabe cinq volumes sur cette 
question, qui sont primordiaux dans les moovements des 
droits HarK le monde sxabe. Introdinre cette 

discipline dans le programme des University, des 6coles et 
d’amres ftablissements est un facteur fondamental pour 
6tever la conscience des dtoyens arabes de Ieurs droits. 
Permeate aux mass-medias d’dvoquer d’ayantage tes prob- 
temes des droits humains fait aussi partie de la pratique 
ddmocratique dans tes pays qui ont entamd Pouverture 


Cette prise de conscience a besom d’etre accfifertie surles 

plans politique) social et cuhmel. La semaine deimAre un 
d6battus an cours de la «semaine culturefle 
jordano-palestimenne*, a 6t6 -da democratic commc 

moyen de radicaliser la latte palestintenne dans le ^scouts 
euhurel arabes. Des interventions d’une profondeur re- 
marquable out eu lieu, particulterement celle de rinteHec- 
marocstin Abdul- Latif L&’abt. 

Eu ce 42hne anniversaire de la Declaration cnivcsrceDe 

des Droits de lUomme (le 10 decemhre), 3 devient phis 
Evident que lHumanit^, et pins parbcoliftrement te T3erS> 
Monde ne pounont pas inaugurer lc stedc prochain en 

pahr g FFtat dcs droits dc lUomnic ne s amdliore pas 
sensiblement au cours des ann6es I venir. 


cootre, les douze specialities 

(g6ographe, lithkacn. c6ramo- 
loque, architect e,.,.) qui con- 
stituent unc 6qoipe azthtok>- 
gjqne. A la fin da bvre, Pen- 
fant revit, gr&oe k ces vestiges 
et k tear sens retrouvd, la vie 

de ses anctoes, migram 3 y a 
6.000 ans de la vaD6e du 
Jourdain aux plateaux, et des 

plateaux & la vallde, au grf 6a 

changemcnts climatiques. 
Une abondanxe illustration 
aux couleurs daires qui atti- 
rent te regard des enfants a' 
6t6 dessiz tee par une amie de 
Genevteve DoUfos, Louise 
Desroefaers, sp6daliste du de- 
ssin ardteologique. 

Ecrit en finoptis, le livre est 
pfoblk par les Editions pari- 
siennes Syros-Alternatives 
dans te langue de Motiire et 
dans celle des Mflte et une 
units, gr&ce k la traduction de 
Mathila Khalaf, relne par 
Yocssef Abou Sbeh. 

De bonne, Pktee devient 
g6male et donzte k la coop6ra- 
tion franco- j or damenne tout 
son sens lorsqn’fi est d6dd6 de 
dfetiibuer 4.000 exemplaizes 
de ce livre dans PensemMe 
des 6ootes jordaxtiennes. La 
direction g6n£rale des prog- 
rammes et des techniques d’e- 
nseignement du NGnistdre 
jordamen de 1 ’Education, en 
collaboration avec te Centre 
National de la Recherche et 
du D6veloppement de 
PEdocation (CNRDE) qui est 
a mt k Ja Royal Scientific 
Society, s’int£ressent an Kvre 


pour son emcacne peoagogn 
que et pour la scnribilisauioo 
qu‘il permet k la ricbesse 
ardteologique du territoire 
jordamen. Une ricbesse qui 
presence un int£r£t culture! 
Evident, mais aussi un intfrfit 
toumtique. et par 14 fconomi- 
que, qui 6chappe parfois k 
certains Jordanie ns. Cest 

tootc la force de ce Kvre que 
de diffuser cette perception 
dans tous les foyers, par I’in- 
tenn6(fiatre des enfants. Con- 
go dans cette optiqne, te livre 
de Genevi&ve Doflfns n’a pas 
eu k subir de grandes mod- 
ifications pour recevoir te visa 
dn ministirtt de (’Education 
jordamen. Commc Pexplique 
Victor BiBeh, president dn 
CNRDE, te changement le 
plus important porte sor le 
nom du petit h6ros, qui 
d’Anakou dans la version 
frangaise se voh re baptist 
Hareth dims la version arabe, 
pour dvoquer te non d’un roi 
nabatden que les dcoliers 
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tears etudes ultdrieures et qui 
assurers ainsi la rdmiiuscence 
des concepts et des m£tbodes 
dvoqudes dans le livre. 

Pour cldturer cette 
coopdration, franco- 
jordanienne de bout en bout 
(des fouilles au livre en pas- 
sant par Pcxpoatkm), la fab- 
rication des 4.000 exemplaires 
foontis aux dcoles jordamen- 
nes est pour xnoirid finanede 
par te mmistdre des Affaires 
Etrangdres frangms et pour 


Une dcs pages de h 


moitte par le mmistfrre de 
rEduction jordaniec. 

L’auteur du livre, Gene- 
vidve Dolfuss, ne pouvait dire 
k Amman lnndi ttemier, lors- 
que rambassadeur de France 
Amman, M. Denis 
Bauchard, a remis au ministre 
de P Education, M. Moham- 
med Hamdanc, les 4.000 ex- 
emplaires du Kvre. En son 
absence, I* Ambassadeur et les 


en arabe da fine de Geaevfere DoBBh. 

ne de reprdsentants des autoritds 
jordanie ones ont pu dire tout 
5ene- le been qu’ils pensaient d’eUe: 
It dire tous ont sahzd son dynaznisme 
, lors- et son efficacitd sur ce projet. 
ranee Ddsormais, Anakou en 
e n i s France et Hareth en Jordanie, 
nistre n’ont pins qu'k faire leur tra- 
>ham- vaQ: 6veiBcr les enfants k 1’ar- 
D ex- dteMogic, en leur procurant 
\ son du phtisir. 


Arch6ologie 

La vie quotidlenne 
au Proche-Orient ancien 


Cest en indexant 20.000 tab- 
leoes d ’argil es que les archdo- 
logaes frangais ont pa reconsti- 
toer avec one precision indgalde 
la vie sod ale, doonomique et 
rehgteose des ddbuts da deax- 
teme milldnaire. Ces table ties 
soot les archives royal es de 
Mari, ville prestigieuse de Mdso- 
potamie. 

Le site de Mari, fouilte depuis 
1934, a 6l6 parti culiirement 
.fdeond daos'tousuies domaines 
de Fart et de Findastne mdto- 
potamiens: bijoux, statues, pein- 
tures, grande architecture et 
surtout documents administratifs 
et 6 pistolaires de Zimzi-Lim, 
dernier roi de Mari (1775-1761 
av. JQ, archives incises, en den- 
ture am diforme, sur des surfaces 
argileuses. Les premiers rdperto- 
riest les pidtevemeats fails sur 
les stocks du palais royal. 

Ce sont des bulletins prdds et 
laconiqoes, parti cutidrement 
rdvdlateurs (3s sont datds), des 
besoms du palais et de sa con- 
sommation alimcntaire, ves- 
timentaire ou industrielle. On 
commit ainsi la «Maison» du roi 
et sa composition, vaste 
domain c fdminin: filles, dpooses 
de premier rang, servantes des 


jeunes princes, concubines de 
premier et deuxidme rang, ddu- 
ca trices, administratrices, ser- 
vantes. Lears noms mftmes sont 
notds k chaque distribution 
d’huile ou de laine. 

On ne sail malheureusement 
pas comment ces stocks ont drd 
constituds (impdts, taxes, rd- 
quisitiems, tributs?). Mais les 
dchanges entre rois de cadeaux 
somptneux dont tdmoignent les 
arch i ves boos renseignent sur les 
relations intern atmaies de l’dpo- 
que: on y voit se nouer et se 
ddnouer les alliances, et on a 
pour la premidre fois un apergu 
des dconomies rdgjonales. 

Commc les presents sont des 
spddalitds locales, on peut y 
suivre la circulation de l'diain, 
du curvre, du lapis-lazzuii, des 
vins, des textiles et des oeuvres 
(Tart. On suit aussi les replace- 
ments de personnes (prisoriniers 
de guerre, chanteurs, dan- 
seuses...). S*y rdvdlent enfin les 
rapports du souverarn avec ses 
admimstrateuzs et ses vassanx. 
Beaucoup d’autres informations 
administrative*, bien qu’elles 
soient parti elles, ont 1 ’avantage 
d’dtre uniques. 

Les documents dpistolaires 


som aussi trds riches, puisqu’ils 
inform ent le roi, au jour le jour, 
de Fexdcution de ses ordres et 
sur les dvd Dements. Ces lettres 
font ainsi revivre les cours de 
Babykme ou d'Alep, avec Ieurs 
lourdes dtiquettes. 

CeHes du gdudral qui oom- 
mandait, sous les remparts 
d'Alep, les troupes mariotes 
alii des aux Babyioniens, par ex- 
emple, . sont . de vdritables 
depecnes de presse. La corres- 
pondance diplomatique interna- 
ttooak a dfepaxu, mais non sans 
raison: on pense que les Babyio- 
niens, vainquetus de Mari en 
1761 av. J.C., qui ont isventorid 
les archives des vaincus, ont su 
en faire bon usage... 

Bien que tes tablene de Mari 
ne couvrent qu’un quart de sie- 
de, elles ont enrichi de fagos 
spectaculaire l’Histoire du 
Procbe -Orient ancien, d’autant 
plus qu’elles portent sur une 
pdriode chamiire: les ddbuxs du 
deoxteme milldnaire, aprds la fin 
de Fdre sumdrienne, et avec 
rarrivde de vaieurs, de techni- 
qoes et de termes nooveaux 
venant de l’ouest. 
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Invention 


Les hologrammes en trots dimensions 


Dennis Gabor, Britanni- 
qne d’origiae hongroisc, a 
proposd dds 1948 do restitner 
en relief des images photo- 
graphies sur un support 
plan. Mais 3 a fallu anendre 
l’invention do laser pour que 
cette technique prenne son 
essor. Et eUe a valu k sou 
auteur le prix Nobel de physi- 
que en 1971. 

Un jeunc spdaaliste fran- 
gais de l’optique, Thierry 


ages de 30 cm sur 40 cm, trds 
remarqudes au premier salon 
de riimovation (& la Grande 
Halle de la VDlette, k Paris) 
dds la fin de 1989. Les spd- 
dalistes amdricains et sovidti- 
ques ont ausatdt invitd lc 
jeune inventeur 1 venir faire 

des demonstrations k Lening- 
rad et k Boston. 

Ces images arrificielles 
pourraient servir k la ddcora- 
tion imdrieure, k la pubbdtd. 


Gazgon, vient de l’enrichin oomme griffe anri-fraude sur 
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les linages qu’fl produit sont 
parfaitement tri-dimenson- 
nelles; on peut toumer auto- 
nr, en voirle dessous; jusqu'h 

un ou deux centimetres elles 
sont nettes, et l’ang^e d*ob- 

servation n’a pas d’import- 
gnee. 

Son apport consiste k em- 
ployer un support concave 

Idger, josqn’i un Mtre carrd 

de superfide, et une tdtc de 
lecture a lamihre halog&ne. 
Le premier appareil, qu’il a 

construh dans son propre 

laboratoire, donsait des im- 


des produits de luxe, k 
presenter des objets d’art un- 
iques dans plosieurs liens 
simultandment. L'inventeur 
■imagine qu’elles pourraient 
accroitre le volume apparent 
d’un studio, par exemple, et 
te transformer en palais peu- 
pte d’objets rares... 

Elles auraient aussi 

beaucoup d'appKcations & la 

formation (optiqne, m6t£oro- 
-logje. armement, aeronauts- 
que...), li oft il faut simuler, 

notamment pour appendre i 

pilot er certains engins. 


Thierry Gtergon 6tudie la 

possibilite de transformer des 
donn6es num6riques en 
ondes hamineuses. On poor- 
rait alors produire des objets 
holographiques k i’aide de la 
seule CAO (Conception 

Assisi 6e par Ordinateur). Il 

s’im^resse aussi k 1a restitu- 
tion des couleurs naturelles, 
ce qu'aucun hologramme ne 
permet encore. 

Thierry Gargon, aprds 
quinze ans au lyc6e Fresnel, a 
6t6 l*6ieve du professeur 
Francis Sanchez £ rinstimt 

d'Optique Uteorique et Ap- 

pliqitee du Centre Umversi- 
taire d’Orsay. 

Q a con$titu6 une soctet6, 
«Holodesign», pour commer- 
cialiser son proc6d£, qui est 
prot6g6 par un brevet inter- 
national. D a aussi invent^... 


ramme, pour designer ces 
nouveUes images. 


Temps 
de chien 

L’hiver a lanc6 sa premiere 
offensive sur la France ei son 
voisins europeens au cours du 
week-end dernier, avec des 
neiges prtcoces qui ont rendu 
les routes dangereuses et pri- 
ve d’electricitd plus de 

300.000 foyers a Test et au 
centre de la France. 

En Europe, e’est le centre 
de l’Angleierre qui a eie le 
plus touche par les intemp6r- 
r Jbsr Circulation paral^ee sur 
des dizaines de routes, voies 
de chemins de fer et aero- 
ports; coupures d’Clectricite 
et d’eau affectant plus d’un 
derm-million de Britanni- 
ques, huit d'entre eux ayant 
trouve la mort. 

La moitie nord de I'Es- 
pagne a egalement subi de 
fortes tempetes de neige. 

7.000 touristes espagnols sont 
restes bloquds dans la nuit de 
samedi a dimanche en 
Andorre et ont du etre hdber- 
ges dans des batiments pub- 
lics. 

L’est de la France n'a pas 
dte epargne par la neige. 
Dimanche matin, 300.000 
foyers £taient sans electricity 
ou S3ns telephone. Les pre- 
mieres coupures Ctaient dues 
a de la ^ neige co!lante» dont 
te poids a fait s’effondrer les 
cables, d'autres a des chutes 
d'arbres sur les lignes aerien- 
nes. Fait inhabituel, la Bre- 
tagne (ouest), gCneralement 
a 1’abri de la neige, s'est 
retrouv^e sous une epaisse 
couche qui a atteint jusqu'i 
20 cm. 

La neige a ainsi rendu les 
routes dangereuses, voire im- 
prati cables dans plusieurs re- 
gions, et la securite routiere a 
conseille aux automobilistes 
de «. rester a u chaud» . De 
nombreuses manifestations 
sponjves ont et<£ annutees. 

Le tunnel du Mont-Blanc a 
etd fermy lundi soir a la 
circulation dans les deux 
sens, pour une durte inddter- 
min6e. 

En Suisse, l’ensemble du 
irafic ytait fortement pertur- 
be: ayroports fermys, retards 
dans les trains, routes 
embouteiliyes voire coupdes. 

Le troncon ferroviaire en- 
tre Dole (France) et Vallorbe 
t Suisse), emprunty notam- 
ment par la ligne Paris- 

Lausanne, a du etre notam- 
ment coupy k partir de lundi 
soir jusqu’& mardi midi et les 
trains d6toum£s. 

L’Allemagne a egalement 
ety gagnde lundi par tes tem- 
petes de neige qui ont provo- 
que un vdritable chaos sur les 

routes, surtout dans le sud, 
i’ouest et 1c centre. 

La neige fait cependant des 

heureux: les stations de ski, 
qui avaient ety durement 
touch 6es par les penuries de 
□eige au cours des demteres 

an n yes. 

(Agences) 


BREF 


MftmistfS. L’assodatkra intygriste des Fibres Musulmaus va faire 
partk du gouverncmem jordamen pour la premiere fois dans 
llnstoire du pays, k Foocsshmi (fun remaniefnent ministdriel pr£vu au 
eoixis des prochains joars. Quatrc k cinq porte-fcuiiies, dont te 
mims tfere de rEducadon Nationak {longtemps ryclantes par les 
Fibres Musulmans) seront confifa h cette association au sein du 
guuveraemem remaniy du Premier ministre Moudar Badrartc. dont 
prts de la moitiy des membres seront des pariementzires. Ce 
remaniemem suit les Elections a la preside nee de la Chambre des 
Etepotfe, remport£es le 17 novembre par te porie-paiole des Fr^res 
Musulmans (22 des 80 cteputCs de la Chambre); Abdel Latif 
Arabiyat. Aucun porte-feuilJe politique ne devrait etre confte aux 
Fibres Musulmans qui occuperaiem — outre 1’ Education — tes 
minister cs de la Santy, du Travail, des Affaires Sodales et de 
1* Agriculture. 

Entraves. Sa Majesty le roi Hussein a accuse jtudi a Amman 
«certaioes parties* d’empteher les dirigeants arabes et de 

hoover une issue a la crise du Golfe et a affirms: que «l'oocasion est 
tou jours pnopico poor rfesoodre la crise ilaas un cadre arabe. 
♦D’autres parties (qu’il n’a pas oommfecs, ne se soudem pas de nos 
mt£r£cs et ne veulent pas que les dirigeants arabes et islamiques 
sounennent nos causes m les traitent oonformemem i leur responsa- 
bfliti historique*. Le Premier ministre Jordan ten, Moudar Bagrane, 
avail accuse la veille au Park: mem, les Etats-Unis de torpilier te 
dialogue inter-arabe poor emp£cher tout reglement politique de la 
crise du Golfe. II avait fait etat d'un «plan etranger destine k en travel 
le dialogue axabo-arabe* et affirme que « certains fteres arabes 
reagissent favoraWement k oette orientation*. 

Dates. L’lrak a refuse jeudi que les Etazs-Unis fixen: une date pour 
la rencontre k Bagdad entre te president iraiden Saddam Hussein et 
le secretaire dEtat am^ricain James Baker. «Cest JTrak qui fixe 
hu-m6me la adequate pour une visile dans sa capitate et une 
rencontre avec son president* a indique un porte parole du mmistere 
irakien des Afteires Etrangires, ajoutant qu’«il est aussi du droit des 
Etats-Unis de faire la mime chose- pour la visile k Washington du 
chef de la diplomatic irakienne Tarek Aziz en vne d'une rencontre 
avec te president Americain George Bush. M. Baker avait demande 
au president Irakien de le recevoir debut janrier au plus card, 
rejetant la date du 12 janvier proposde par Bagdad. Cette date avail 
ete jugfe •fondamentalemeut inacceptabl&> par les Etats-Unis pour 
qui le 12 janvier est crop proche de la date du 15 janvier k pamr de 
laqueDe I’ usage de la force a &i£ autorise par I’ONTJ pour coutraindre 
Bagdad k se retirer du Koweit. 

Reports. Les Etats-Unis ont r£ussi une nouvelle fois k repousser 
ryventuel vote par te ConseQ de Security de FONU d’un projet de 
resolution conceraant la question palestinienne, en d£pit des 
grin cement de dents de certains de Ieurs partenaires. Epaui6s par 
I’URSS qui, pour la troisteme fois consecutive, a fait voter par le 
Conseil one exceptionnelle motion de renvoi, les Etats-Unis restent 
ainsi fiddles k deux objectifs: n’etablir aucun lien entre la question 
palestinienne et la arise du Golfe oomme le demande Saddam 
Hussein, et dviter d’avoir k opposer sur ce sujet leur vdto qui serait 
dommageable aux pays arabes modyrds de la coalition anti- 
irakienne. Ce projet de rdsolution, prdsemd en novembre par la 
Colombie, Cuba, la Malaisie et te Yemen, traite essemieUemcnt de la 
protection des Palestimens dans les territoires occupds par Isradl et se 
rdtere k la teuue d’une confdrence de paix intentationale au 
Moyen-Orient. Le document rappelle dgalement que Jerusalem fait 
partie des territoires occupds. Deux des cinq membres permanents 
du Conseil de Sdcuritd, la France et la Chine, ont laissd filtrd leur 
ddsapprobation en s'abstenant de douner leur aval k ces reports 
soccessifs. 11 s’agi&sait k la fois de dire que Paris et Pdkin dtaient prdts 
k voter en 1'dtat le texte proposd et de se ddtnarquer des Etats-Unis. 

Diploma tie. Le Premier ministre isradlien Yitzhak Shamir a quittd 
Washington jeudi globatemeut satisfait de trois jours de discussions 
qui n’ont appar eminent rien changd anx diffdrences de points de vue 
entre Israel et les Etats-Unis mais out aussi confirmd que les deux 
pays restent indissolublement aliids. La satisfaction du Premier 
ministre vient k la fois de la rdaffinnation du soutien de Washington k 
I’ Etat hdbreu et de sa rencontre avec te minis tre des Affaires 
Etrangdres sovidtique Edouard Chevemadze. Cette renoontre, la 
premiere k un nivean aussi dlevd depuis la rupture de 1967 entre 
I'URSS et Israel, a dtd pergue comme une poursuite par I'Union 
Sovidtique de sa politique de tent rapprochement avec Israel 
accompagnde d'un refns pour 1'instant de rdtablir des relations 
diplomatiques. 

Emeutes. La greve gdndrale de vendredi dernier au Maroc a tournd 
k l’dmeuie dans plusieurs villes du pays, notamment k Fez et k 
Tanger. Il semblerait que l’annde, encerdde par tes manifestants, ait 
fait usage de ses armes k feu faisant deux mort selon les autoritds 
marocaines (une vingtaine selon les syndicats) et 127 blessds. La 
police a prooddd par aiilcurs k une centaine d’arrestations. 

■ ■ 

Albanie. L’Aibanie a final ement acoeptd mardi soir de passer au 
multipartisme et de remettre en cause te monopole dn parti 
communiste au pouvoir depuis 45 ans. Une mesure prise alors que la- 
poursuite des manifestations dtudiantes k Tirana depuis trois jours, 
risquait de ddgdndrer en une nouvelle explosion de mdcontentement, 
gdndraJ. La erdation annonede aussitdt k Tirana d'un premier parti; 
politique in dd pendant, le Parti des dtudiants et des jeunes intellec- 
tuels, constitue le pcemier signe concret d'une opposition organisde. 
en Albanie, pbdnomdne inconnu jusqu'y prdsent dans ce pays, si I'on. 
exdut quelques grdves et manifestations rapportdes de sources; 
inddpendantes. 

m 

Walesa. Le leader de Solidarity, Lech Walesa, 3 obtenu 74% des 
voix contre 26% k l’homme d’affaires Stanislaw Tyminski, au second I 
tour de l’dlection prdsidentieile polonaise dimanche dernier, de- 
venant ainsi te nouveau chef d’Etat du pays. Trds symboliquement, te 1 
premier geste du prdsident Walesa a dtd de rendre visile aux ouvrieis 
des chantiers navals de Gdansk, Id oh, dix ans plus t6t, petit 
etectriden moustachu, il avait mis le feu aux poudres en Pologne et, 
par contagion, dans tout le bloc sodaliste. 

S&sme. Le violent tremblement de ter re qui a second Pest de la 
Sidle dans la nuit de mereredi k jeudi a fait au moins ireize morts et 
oeax cent blessds dont cinq sont dans un dtat grave. Le sdisme d’une 
intensity de 7 sur l’dchelle de Mercalli (qui en compte 12) a dtd 
ressenti sur tout le versant oriental de la Sidle, sur tes iles doliennes, 
en Calabre, et mdme k Mai tes 06 aucune victime n’a routefois did 
ddplorde. Le tremblement de terre a provoqud un dnorme mouve- 

ment de panique. Scion les tdtevisions locales, prds de deux millions 
de personnes sont descendues dans tes rues par crainte de nouveUes 
secousses. Dans une bourgade, des bandits out profitd de la 
confusion pour peroer te mur d'une banque et cm porter tout ]' argent 

que comenaient ses caisses. 

Boulouqne. Le juge d 'instruction parisien Gilles Boulouque s’est 
donnd la mort d*wt la nuit de mereredi k jeudi en se dram une balle 
dans la bouche. A 40 ans, il avait ddj£ derridre lui une longue eamdre 
de magistrat instructeur spdciaUsd dans les affaires de terrorisme. En 
instruisant l’affaire des san giants attentats de 1986 a Paris, il avait dtd 
au centre d’une poldmique politico- j udi ciaire d’envergure aprds sa 
dddsion de laisser partir libre vers 1'Iran, en novembre 1987, Vahid 
Gordji const ddrd comme te numdro deux de PAmbassade iranienne 
en France. Dans un premier temps, le magistrat avait voulu, en vain, 
faire interpeiler Gordji, considdrant qu'fl pouvait dtre impliqud 
ces attentats, puis, en marge de la «guerre des ambassades* et du 
bras de fer entre Paris et Tdbdran, il avait estimd qu ’aucune charge 
ne pouvait fctre rctenuc contre lui. 

Draamiffl. Le parlement frangais a adoptd jeudi soir ddfinitivement 
te plus ambitieux projet de lol jamais ddposd en France contre le 
tabagjsxne et Palcoolisme. D’id 1993, toute publicity directe ou 
uxfirecta sur lc t&bac sera intcrditc. Pour les al cools, elle sera 
antorisde dant h presse dcrite, mais interdite dans les publications 
pour la jeunesse et eUe sera restreinte sur les radios commerciates 
aux hemes de faible dcouce dcs jeunes. H sera intenlu de turner dans 
tes lieux k usage coltectif comme les denies ou les zcoyens de 
-transport, sauf dans des emplacements expressdment rdservds aux 
fumeurs. Enfin, les marques de tabac et tfaicoo! sont ddsormais 

interdites de parrainage. 
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Opinion 

Eloge de la sagesse 

Conune toas les intelectuels da monde, les inteUectaels 
jordaniens bfcitent entre la qu&te du pouvoir et la fiddlity i 
leurs principes. Le pouvoir reprfisentc ft leuis yenz non 
seulement la possibility de bien vrvre mais anssi celle 
d'6chapper ft la solitude et de satisfaire le dan et les amis. 
Ce soot les raisons profondes de lean choix, soavent 
dissunutees de nitres des arguments de conscience visant ft 
manif ester leur difference. Ecrire dans les journaux pour 
faire connaltre son nom et devenir cdtebre n’est qu’on des 
raoyens utilises pour sortir du troupeau et conunencer use 
ascension de F6cheUe sociale. 

Entre la religion et les traditions. Fart d’fitre libre 
n^cessite beaueoup de talent. Comment pent on penser 
librement quand l’opinion difforente est rejetfie par toot le 
monde. L’espoir d’etre libre dans les soctetes traditionnel- 
tes edge le passage par une phase hupocrite, dans Fattente 
de 1'heure du changement. 

La revolution russe, par exemple a mis soixante-diz ans 
pour comprendre que I’bomme nah fibre et que s’fl est 
possible de lui apprendre des principes ou des id6es, il est 
en revanche impossible de lui iraposer ses croyances. Ce 
n’est pas se moquer que dire que la revolution russe a mis 
soixante-dix ans pour comprendre que 1'homnie nait libre. 
□ faut rendre hommage, au contraire, a cette revolution 
qui a ouvert la voie de la dvilisatin moderne. Soixante-dix 
ans n’est rien Si i’ychelle de FHistoire. D’autres peuples 
rian<; le Tiers-Monde attendent depuis des studies et 
n'arrivent pas encore i comprendre qu’il est impossible 
d’imposer ft 1’fitre humain des croyances. 

La dymocratie elle mfime n’est pas tou jours un gage de 
liberty intellectuelle. La fooJe est toujours plus nombreuse 
et l*histoire abonde en exemples de d6mocraties oil 
i’intellectuel a toujours 6X6 6cras6. La democratic 
d’Atirtnes a condamne ft mort Socrate, le plus sage de ses 
dtoyeos; la democratic de Rome a name ad les tyrans au 
pouvoir et c'est par la democratie qu’Hrtler est arrive & ses 
fins. Bien d’autres exemples montrent que I'intellectue! est 
souvent perdant, sauf dans ses livres. 

Donner un rdle aux inteQectueis, en Jordanie comme 
dans toutes les sodetes traditionnelies est difficile. 

C’est dans Fhistoire qu’il faut cbercher les causes de 
notre decadence. La crise du monde arabe, incapable 
d'entrer dans la civilisation moderne, est la premiere 
responsablc de son avortement culturel. Pour accoucher 
d'une culture reeHe, diff£ rente et solide, la Nation arabe 
doit opter pour une politique plus consdente des radnes 
culture lies de l’Humanite. 

Les 6 tapes sucoessfves de ITiistoire arabe n’ont pas 
d&lenchy le mouvement conduisant au pzogres 6cooomi- 
que et culturel. L’essentiel du capital est toujours resty aux 
mains de l’Etat et done aux mains d’une seule personne, le 
Kalif, qui en a usd la phipart du temps pour son plaisir 
personnel. Des fonunes £normes n’ont 6t6 investies que 
pour des noces et des poesies. La cuisine du Kalif a englouti 
parfois la moitiy des revenus de l’Etat. L’accumulation des 
capitaux pour atteindre la ricbesse ndeessaire au dyve- 
loppement yconomique ytait un pdefay passible de la peine 
de mort. La Evolution industrielle, seule c!6 d’accfts aux 
ypoques modernes, n’a jamais yty accomplie. 

Les difficultys du transport et l’ytendue chi monde arabe 
n’ont pas aidd non plus k ytablir le contact nyces sair e entre 
les diffyrents espaces. Pendant desaides, la sod£ty arabe 
est restye en sommeQ, dans les bras de l’Empize ottoman, 
presque coupde du monde. 

Dans cette insycurity et cette instability, l'indhridu se 
sentait k tout moment menacy d’une agression par les 
basdes, les tribus ou m£me 1’Etat. Quand il disposait d’une 
petite fortune, il la cachait dans la terre pour les jours 
diffidles plutdt que de pre ndr e le risque de l’investir. 
Hormis 1’Etat, personne done n’affichait sa fortune au 
grand jour. Aujourd’bui encore on ddcouvre des fortunes 
d’or cachyes sous la terre et dans les roebers. 

L'yducation moralisante et Fesprit de domination n’ont 
pas yveUiy le sens de la responsabibty chez l’indhddu. H a 
pryfyry baisser la tfite que se la faire cooper. L’esprit de 
changement aurait imposy des sacrifices, sans resultats. 

La seule force capable de changer les choses ytait 1’Etat 
done le cbef. qui, en tant que tel, n’avait pas d'intyrfit au 
changement Ce destin d£sertique a laissy l’Homme souf- 
rant et seal, s’en remettant k Dies poor le prot6 ger des 


P6re-Lachaise 

Lecimi 



Il est important que les Etats arabes modernes accyfereut 
le changement et dycouvrent les maux arabes pour yviter 
les crises de ravenir. Pas de changement possible sans une 
reconnaissance pryalable des dyfauts. 

D faut cbercher I’origme des choses et parler-d’eHes 
comme elles sont et telles qu’elles apparaissent. On n’a plus 
besoin des pofttes romantiqaes qui yxagferent et nous 
apprennent ft exagfrer. On a besoin d ’homines sages qui 
nous enseignent I’art d'etre objectif sans fitre agressif. La 
gestion du prysent n6cessite de grands homines d’Etat, 
capables de distinguer le paiieur du peoseur, l’hypocrite du 
fktele, le tricheor de J’inteUectuel. 

Faj^xl A hgdp t 


[Poor toe bien conseflly, Bosh, 
de faire c o nstnrire un ordinateur 


super-gyanx (baptise Aristote) 


bonny. Tout rtcemmcnt mis en service, cehn-ci avail d6ji donate 
ft Bosh pins d’on cooseU sense.] 

Bosh, comme tout homme d’Etat bien orgamsy, avait 6tabh ses 
pr o pres objectifs, en fraction desquek 3 prenait ses dedtions. 
Son premier objectif ytait d’etre riyhx & U prysidence dans deux 
ans; son deuxteme ytait d’augmenter lVavance* de son pays 
comme puissance mondiaie s u p rem e en fomentant, s’fl le frJlait, 
des coups founys centre tout prytendant acted ou poteatiel V ce 
litre. D faflait done reorganise? le monde de fagon ft consacrer la 
suprttnatie amyricainc absoloe et ft dycourager touts tentative de 
«dybordemeat» des prytendants au litre. 

Pour etre rfiylu, il fallait s'assurer le soutien des grands lobbies. 
mak aussi obtenir les suffr a ge s du grand public. Trts souvent, 
oonciHer ces deux e x igence s ytait extrtmement tBfBdlg et ateme 
cratradictoire: comment par exemple s’assurer en nteme temps le 
soutien du lobby pytrotier (qui voulah il tout prix voir angxnenxer 
le prix des carburaots) et la popularity (Tun president appits du 
large public, popularity qui h ai e sai t d’un «point» au moms avec 
chaque augmentation d’un «cenb» da prix du bidon d’cssence? 
Aristoic, consul ty sar ce point prficis avait indiquy la mytbode 
iafaillible et yprouvye dans plus d’une rfgion du monde, entre 
autres assez r6oemmetu dans un loinxain pays du Moycn-Orient- 
En 1988 en effet, la monnaie nationale de ce pays, le dinar, ytait 
entr£e dans une pCriode d’effoudrement Alois qull s’ficbangcait 
avant cette crise A plus de trois dollars, ses coins chutaient de jour 
en jour: deux dollars et demi, deux dollars, un dollar et demi, etc. 
La Banque Ceatrale le laissa faire. Et lonque le dSaar ne fin pits 
dchangy qu’a moins d’un dollar, elle dddda d’interveair 
quemeot* et fixa son eours k un dollar et demil Le public fat alors 
e x t i ftmem ent heureux de ce rtsultat «spectacslaire> et de la 
stability mondtairc qui s’ensuivit. Le credit de cette remootye 


Aprts la tour Eiffel, Notre- 
Dame et l’Arc de Triomphe, 
le dmeti£re da Pyre-Lachaise 
est le quatriyme site le plus 
visity par les touristes en bal- 
lade dans la capitale firao- 
qaise: il en accueille un m3- 
lion chaque anuye. 

pole s’ytend sur un cflteau ofl 
ryv£que de Paris entretenait 
vignes et pressoiis au Moyen- 
Age. An XVTIfeme siyde, on 
jysuite cdiybre y vdcot; le 
pyre Franqois d’Aix de 
Lachaise, confesseur de 

Louis XIV. 

C’est au dybut du s&de 
dernier qu’on eut I’idfie (Ten 
faire une ny cropole. Sa 
ryalisation fut confide ft 
Brongniart, rarciutecte de la 
Bourse, qui fit en sorte qu’el- 
le conservftt Faspect d’un jar- 
din. Le cimetiftre ouvrit ses 
portes en 1804 et Ton y trans- 
fora quelques sdpultures 
cdldbres, empnmt6es aux aa- 


Aujonrd’hui, le Pftre- 
La chaise s’ytend sur 44 hec- 
tares. Avec 53.000 arbres. 
c’est le plus grand espace vert 
de Paris. Erables, firfines, 
marronniers, platanes, robi- 
rriers, voismezit avec des ess- 
ences rates: plaqueminiers du 
Levant et dneots du Canada. 

Certaines tombes font Fob- 
jet d’un vyritabie cuhe. Le 
mausolde en forme de dol- 
men d’Alan Karadek, le pftre 
du spiritisme, est le plus 
fleuri du dmetiftre: poser la 
main sur son buste permet la 
ryalisation d’un veeu assurent 
ses fiddles. La «rodc genera- 
tion*, elle, p r y f fe re se T6unxr 
antour du tonfoeau de John 
Morrison, l’animateur du 
groupe «The Doors*. 

La tombe de La Fontaine 
(on a vote le renard en 
bronze qui Fornah) attire les 
amis des animaux. Les 
amoureux s’attardent devant 
le mausotee gothique dTte- 
loise et d’Atebard, les amants 
du Moyen-Age. Par cars en- 
tiers, les touristes anglais 
ddbarquent devant la tombe 
<F Oscar Wilde que surmonte 
un gigantesque sphynx de 
granit. Plus focentes, les 
sdpultures de la chanteuse 
Edith Piaf et celle de Factrice 
Simone Signoret attirent, au- 
ssi, bien des visfteurs. 

Plus d'un million de per- 
sonnes ont 6t6 inhuntees au 
Pdrc-Lachaise. Parmi elles, 
que d’ombres illcstres! Des 
ycrivains et des podtes: Mus- 
set, Balzac, Alphonse 
Daudet, Proust, ApolHnahe, 
Colette. Des musknens: Cho- 
pin, Rossini, BeDini, Bizet, 
des pdntxes; Gdricault, Ing- 
res, Delacroix, Seurat, Mod- 
igliani. Des presidents de la 
Rdpublique: Thiers, Felix 


Certains dydnements tragi- 
ques en ont fait un haul lieu 
de lTfistoire. En mars 1814, 
les dldves de l’dcole 
Polytecbnique s’y opposd- 
rent, les annes ft la main, ft 
l’assaut des troupes rasses 
aprds Fabdication de Napo- 
16on. En 1871, les ins urg ys de 
la Commune y succombdrent 
sous les babes: plus d’un mb- 
Ker d’erxtre eux sont inbum6s 
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l’6crivain Jules VaDds et ie 




Le tambe— dc Owpfa, ih — rt i mmn 

podte J.-B. Ctement, auteur 
du «Temps des cerises*. 

On pent opter pour l’itinyr- 
aire «ryvolutionnaire» qui 
conduit de la dernidre de- 
meure de Marie-Joseph Chd- 
mer, auteur du «Chant du 
ddpart*, ft celle d’Eldonore 
Duplay, la «fiancye» de 
Robespierre. Ou bien pour le 
circuit «napoteomen», avec 
les caveaux des mardchanx 
d ’Empire: Murat, Suchet, 
Lefdbre: celui-d est enterrd 
avec sa femme, la fameuse 
Madame Sans-Gene. Les bel- 
les qui passdrent dans la vie 
de l’Empereur y out leur 
place: Marie Waleska, Mile 
Duchesnois, Melle George... 

Lieu du souvenir, le Pdre- 
Lachaise est aussi un cata- 
logue de styles d'art fundr- 
aire. Flamboyantes tombes 
gothiques, pompeux caveaux 
haosm aniens ou bumbles 
pierres tom bales. Marbres 
tares, bronzes opulents on 
fers forgds ddlicats. Les 
architectes et sculpteurs du 
sidde dernier ont sagnd cer- 
tains monuments: Gamier, 
Guimard, Hittorf, Perder, 


Viollet-le-Duc, pour les pre- 
miers; Dalou. David d’ An- 
gers, Pfoault, Rude pour les 
seconds, ont contribud ft en 
faire on admirable musde en 
plein air. 

Parfois insolites on bizar- 
res, les ypitaphes intdres- 
santes rempliraient un ouv- 
rage. Retenons celle d’une 
veuve ft la franchise sans fard, 
qoi fait graver sur la tombe 
de l’ypoux disparu: «Attends- 
moi longtemps!*. 

Si l’on en croit la rumeur, 
le ametidre-jardin ne serait 
pas qu’un lieu de sdrynity. 
Sans parler des pibeurs de 
caveaux qui font de loin en 
loin parler d’eux, il servirait ft 
la cdtebration de cultes in- 
avouables. Ndcrophiles 
amateurs de macabres edrd- 
monies et adeptes de messes 
noires s'y adonneraieut ft 
d’dtranges rituels, les nuits de 
pleine lune, sur certaines 
tombes servant d’autels. Une 
tegehde sans ddute. qui edn- 
tribue ft entretenir le mystdre 
de ce lieu magique et fasci- 
nant. 

Philippe Chevalier 



La rubrique de Flayia Romero 
Respiration 

: et sorer, are! 


Ta lettre de la semaine dernidre mdrite bien plus qu’une 
rdponse dcrite. Elle impose le silence, la mdditation. 

Des sujets comme l’absolu, 1 ’humility, la fuite, touchent 
les cordes les plus sensibles de 1’dtre. 21 faut beaoooup de 
courage pour en parler, du fait qu'en parler sigmfie se 
regarder an miroir sans complaisance, sans coquetterie, 
maiy sans non plus de fausses accusations, ni de victimisme. 
C’est dventrer sa vie. pour en dtudier Fanatomie. 

J*ai besoin de temps, d’une espdee de retraite en 
moi-mdme pour essayer d’arriver ft accepter la rdality sans 
fausses illusions et sans ddtresse, pour essayer de recher- 
cher Harm les radnes les plus profondes de mon dtre le 
genne de la maturity, qui devrait dtre acceptation sereine 
de ce que je sms et de ceux qui m’entourenL 
Je recommencerai ft fycrire dds que j’aurai Fyquilibre 
ndcessazre pour le faire. 

Acce p te, je te prie, touts mon amitte. 


l ■ ■ . ■ 




A petites gorgSes 

An carrefour des cultures du caff§ 

Une hds belle idle forme la structure de Fexpoation photo- 
gtaphiqne (an Centre Cbltnzel Frangais jusqu’ft la Mi oomots) 
coasaode aux th&mes des cates littenrires de Pans et des cates ue 

FOrient. . .. 

En entrant (par on ridean en paquets de cate) on penetre dans 

un tmiveis ft deux rues. „ . 

Vu de l’intfeieur, r arrangement correspond ft la direction 
deux teit ure s: le frangais qui s’6crit de gauche ft droite; 1 arabe, a 

l’inverse. _ , . „ . 

Ainsi, la rue de gandie miners vers Paris, et celle de droite a 
Athdnes, en passant par le Cairo, Damas, Bagdad et Istambul. 

Cest par Ma’an que la Jordanie est rcputentfe. 

A un m o ment donnd, les deux rues se rejoignent. Mais selon 
que l’on commence par FOrient ou par F Occident, l 'impression 
est total ement dit tei ente. Cbeunnant de Ma’an ft Fans, on 
passera d’une re n co n tre avec toute une gamine de gens ft des 
locanx pidsentant de grandes richesses architecturales oft Foo ne 
amsera personne. La route menant le spectateur de Pans ft 
Ma’an, en revanche, le txansportera d’un univeis estitetique fig6 
qui l’aurait utis sur le carreau ft un monde anhul, Finvitant ft 


Ces directions d6crivent les approches des photographes. En 
France, la solitaire Bdrangdre Lomont s’est enamourte des 
atpw K ctecoiatifs des cates de Paris, dcartant la dientdle du 
contexte. Son travail — presentation bien photograpfatee et 
varkSe — se rffire aux lieux oft les letups s’assemblent, mais fl 
n’apporte rien sur Famfuance c z66e par ces gens. Les autres (an 
nombre de dix), qui out recueilli leurs diefays dans les divers coins 
dn Moyen-Orient, ont prfterf— <ans itegliger le d£coratif — nous 
dyvoiler les fosetions sodales des maisons de cate. 

Ce oftte est infimmeat phis riche et diyersifi y. Il nous rfvftlc que 
nos pho to graphes, par leurs choix de sujets, ont zdussi ft farre 
ressortir le cate comme ytement fondamental de la soctetd, 
recharcfay dans tons les milieux. Patrick Lacombe ne s’est pas 
privy, en rencontrant ft Istambul an jeune vendeur ambulant; et 
Frangoise Journe s’est montree recranaissante ft la vidlle 
vendeuse au visage parcheminy an coin d’une rue du Caire quand 
efle tui a vendu une tasse. 

Deux photos intdrcssantes. Un qnali&atif qui peut s’appUqoer 
au travail de Fensemble de cette exposition modeste, drat on pent 
aussi dire qu’elle tymoigne d’un cefl aventnrier. Cest ft Bagdad, 
an cate de U mosquye des Conkmniers, que Adfl atTai a reconnu 
rytement reHgienx se mftlant de fagon natnndle an sdculier. Au 
pintail d’une moqu£e, ou un esprit en trepreneur a dressy des 
tables et des tabourets, il a photograph^ un homme ft Faspect trfts 
digne, tirant sur son nargbileh, et contempflant son cate comme 
s*il contenait ses pensdes rehgieuses les plus profondes. 

Cest justement dans ce sens que Fardtitectnre des cates de 
cette partie de l’exposhion nous rapproefae des gens. Elle nous 
invite ft les reconnoitre dans les lieux qui leurs sont ptedenx: Nino 
Qccarone trouvera un de ces lieux en pbotographiant ft Doha des 
dygusteurs sous une «■«"«>■ tente brodde de motifr vartes; et 
Nkos Avraamides en tzouve un deuxiftme — beaueoup plus 
simple— dans un cate trottoir de Limassol, qui s’appelle «A la 
rencontre des amis*. 

Nos photographes ne soot-fls que gtegaircs, cberehant ft se 
mftler aux gens de la ray?' Phifippe Bee, qui s’est hearty dam 
Toasts d&'Ma’an-ft une* dimension foBdorique inattendne,-a pris 
une autre (Srection. Emerveflte par le scmtillant bric-ft-brac 
tombant en cascade da plafond du cate Kbouri, disshnnlant taUes 
et chaises comme un ridean de brume, 3 s’est era ft l’e n t ree de la 
caveme d’AU Baba, et a pris un moment pour enregistrer le 
phynomftne. Ainsi d’aflleun que Kr z y sz tof Pruszkowski, qui, 
fasdny par ra muxntement sur la devanture du cate qu’il chorcfaait 
— le cate Pastroucfis — a rktee de surimposer sur le efiebd des 
installations de ce cate lrtteraire lygendaire d’Alexandrie, 1 Image 
de la rue Fooad, comme sH s’agissait d’un montage natureL 

Mftmc si Fexpo siti on des cates de FOrient ne se vent pas 
toujours Httyraire, elle nous lrvre plus sur cesujet que le travail de 
la solitaire Bdrangyre Lomont. Le conteur dn cate de Qalamon ft 
Damas. antour doquel, ret enan t leur halftne, les gens se sont 
regroupys, est une yvocation de Mohammed Romni; c’est anssi 
Rrami qui a capture au cate Toledo de Homs Fambiazice de 
F avant-garde: peintres, pofttes et pensems. 

Ce sont ces photos —ainsi que ceDes rappelant les cates de 
Pierre Loti (Lacombe) et de Lawrence Darrell (Pruszkowski)— 
qui mettent en yvidence; par contraste, les msuffisances fe 
travail de Lomont, oft l’fitement Btt6raire est tout simplement 
introuvable. Belle arc hite c t ure! Pifttre consolation! Qu’est-ce 
qu’nn cate sans sa clientele? Voudrait-on s’imagmer ses auteurs 
preter6s, le fonnalisme des photos ne le permet guftre. On ne voit 
mfime pas une tasse de cate pour s’ ins p irer . Pas suxprenant Ha«t 
ces cofKfinous ddsertiqiies que ces seftnes paririennes ne fassent ni 
efrand ni froid! 

0 nous reste heareusemeat Nod FavreSftre, le d i recte ur du 
Centre Culturel Frangais et sa contereace (ce dimanche ft Z8h), 
flhrsttec de diapositivea. D parlera du cate, de sa culture ft sa 
consummation. E s p6rons qu’il r e pe upl e xa par ses azmecdotes les 
tables vides de Bdrangyre Lomont. XI y a des chances, puisqu’fl 
propose aussi ft l’asristance un petit dost ft la bydouine, et, tout en 
le sarotant, de causer un pen. 


Sans blague! 


Aristote et les priority de Bush 


television 


dimanche 


17h30 - “La mentense’ 
thyfitre. 

lShOO - Le Journal. 
I9 M5 - Carnet de notes, 
mosique dasnqnc. 

LUNDI 


lghO0 - L’oiseau des mens 
srimt. 

UU0 - Denver le derail 


ter cEno- 


IgUO - Aventure Voyage. Maga- 
zine de Fa venture. 

19M0 - Le Journal. 

19U5 - Magazine sportif bebdoma- 
daire. 

MARDI 

18b00 • “L'art poor la vie”. 
jghlO - L’&ofc des fims. Des en- 
fants interprfetent te r£pertoiie (Tun 
chan tear cBibrtt, sons la boutette de 
Jacques Martin. 

1%00 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 - “AujourdPhni en Jordanie”. 
Magazine local ptepar6 et pr6sent£ 
par Marfi . 

MERCREDI 


18b00 - “L’ob4sit6” ypisode de la 
sdrie documentaire ^Destination 


19fa00 - Le JonroaL 

15HJ5 - Sykction de vaziites fran- 


JEDDI 

18b00 - L’oisean des mers. Desan 


18hl0 - Snorky. Dessin anim y. 
18h35 - Splendeur sauvage. 
Documentaire sur la vie des ani- 


- Le. Journal. 

- Reportage <F&ctnafit6. 
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17h30 
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19U6 - Le Jou rnal/ • — 

19U5 - AnjounThui en France. 
Magazine cuitnrel frangtis. 


CINEMA 


Avenir. Dans le cadre du mots du 
court mytrage, le CCF ptesente une 
sdrie de sept petits fih™ tT anima tkwi 
et de recbndbe; «L’mrit6», «Qnes- 
tkms de forme*, «Spirale», entre 


On ne sait pas toujours que de 
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MliUC. OUUVCDl IgCOTCS QQ pODSC 

ocs films constitiieac poor beaoconp 
tTcntrc cox de veritable* joyanx dn 
awplifeme arc. 

Ceotre CnlCnrd Fmcais, le h&MB 17 


I >t : ll f w-T rT-^ v'; V i 


le* dn 
de la 


3 dmar fut mis ft Factif du nouveau 
Cectrale. qui devint ainsi un hdros 


POur en reweutr an pyttote, 3 faflait dooc ai^menter ses cours ft 
qnatre vingt dollars ou phs le basil. Suite ft Fmtervention 
•ynergique* de FA dmiiiu tr a t i on amdricaine, sous la diicctiou 
«peraranelle» du prisidat. lea eours seraient rameny$ ft qnarantc 
ou rinquaute dollars fe; baril seulezncnt » la cote de popularity du 
president mouteraiz en fteefae. 

Mais comment a&gmenter k prix dn baril jusqu’ft phis de qnatre 
vingt dollars alara qae tout teceaxment encore il se vendah poor 
moms de seize? 

-Trts simple M. k president, rtpondit Aristote: en augmentant 
la tension dans le Gdfe et, sz cela s'av yrai t insufGsant, en 
provoquant une petite gnerre (pas urtchante du tout) mais drat 
tes p remie is efiets seraieza de mettze le feu ft quetques pairs de 
pytrole en Arable Saomfite et an Komeit. Les grosses flannnes 
rouges et ks ypaisses fnmyes noires des incendies du predeox 
carbu ran t (que tout k monde pomra ft loisir observer loognement 
et ft maintes reprises so? son petit 6eran) feront s flre mc n t 
«flamber> les prix du baril jusqu’au niveau dishy. 

-Et comment arrtter one telle guerre une fats cosmnencye? 

-Four Iviter tout danger. 3 fsudrah s'entendre prealabiement 
sur ses moindres dytails avec Saddam. Pour Fopinion pubhque 
a myri c ai nc et mondiaie, la gnene devra toe arrfetfc pom <gaavgr 
le monde d’un dfeastre fioobpqoe certain* resultant dc Fiaceadie 
des puits de pytrole et aussi -<pour ranzvegarder le purimoine 
irremplagable qae re p rfsente k pytrole*. 

•Mais comment s’entendre avec cette t£te dc boumquc? 

-Pas compiiqny: lorsqu’U y a un gftteau ft portager, 3 n’est pas 
dn tout de s'entendre. Donnez hri shnpiement sa part. De 

toute fagon, ou ti o u ve ra sfirement. tdt ou tard k moyen de la lui 
faire reenteber! 

Quant an lobby des tebriquants de matyrid mflitazrc. Bosh 
conungnqait ft trouver diffi ci l e de les contenler- maintmaM T qn«- la 


Quant an lobby des fabriqoants 


gnerre frmde ytait te rminy e. 

-Pas du tout, affirma Aristote. La guerre froide est finie, 3 
s’agn main tenant de maintemr plusieurs points fiHi. ft condi- 
tions que les pays concernis scsent sotvables, ou du moins qu’on 
puisse leur trouver des baillems de femds (comme pour les 
Mbudjahfdins aighans par exemple). As question dose de 
d6tnrire la force de ITrak comme k pr 6co ais cnt Israel et cette 
vieflle sorickre hystyrique des Ses (hc ureuscm cnt aujourdlraa ft la 
retraite): 3 faut garder i'Trak comme ypotrvaotail pour efirayer les 
pays riches de la region: on contimiera ainsi ft leur vendre des 
anti c s . De phis, pourquoi ne pas s'assurer le Diarchy de ITrak? 
PO ur quoi ce pays n'emploierait-3 pas des F16 et des FIS an H en 
des Mirages et des Mig$? Pourquoi ne pas le doter de chars, ft la 
place des T72 soviytiques? Et les fns6es, pourquoi irart-3 les 
cbercher en Chine, en URSS et en France, alors qae nous 
possydoos tout one panopiie an moins aussi perfonnante? Une 
fbts risak bien Cqurpy, son riebe votsin, Flran devra en fure 
auxant et comtituera lui aussi, ft nouveau, un trarchy pi otp ha et 
profitable. 

-Mais oil viendra se placer Israel dans cette course? Ce pays 
nest pas solvable ct n’a ancune dc k devenir! 

Une fois encore on en revknt ft la necessity dc faire la paix 
entre Israel ct ses voisins. La coarse anx armements devra sc 
poursume entre pays riches seukmenL Les pays panvres, IsraS, 
k Bengladesh ou d’autres. devrout se coo tracer (Faccepter notre 
protection, ce qoi augmentera notre influence auprts d’eux. 

-Mats comment emp y ch er les pays «sohrabks* iTadieter des 
armes aiDeurs qu’aux Etazs-Unis? 

-Il faodrait pranqner le dumping poor qadqaes amrfM. De 
toute (agon, prodoisant en gros ct avec un tame de rtmng* du 
dollar aussi avantageux. nos cote scrota certainement 
ft ceux des cracunents. Dans deux ou trois ib finiront tow 
par fenner boutique, et nous aurora alora k monopole du maxchy 
du matyrid militaire. 

«Avec tout ga. pensait Bush avec satisEactkm, jc pourxai 


rtaHser mes deux objectzfs pnoritaires; en m’assurant Fapppui des 
lobbies du pytrole et des fabriquants de matyrid mflitaire, j’aurai 
le flna memeat et le soutien mydiatique nyccs saires pour ma 
pcodiatne campagne presadentieUe; en jonant a la «cpetite gnerre* 
je fnrirai par obtemr l’appm dn public et peut-ytre, p o u rqu oi pas, 
Je prix Nobel de la Paix (que j’aurai probabtanentft partageravec 
Sadda m). Micax, lorsqoe les usines d’armement se mettrrat 'ft 
touzner ft plein, le chOmage dinxinuera ainf Etats-Unis et la 
situation yconomique s’assamiza, ce qni me vaudra an moins une 
dizaine de points d’ovance sur n’unporte quel autre et 

me condmra en tnompfae ft la Maisoo Blanche. Par afllems, 
augm enter les |»ix dn pytrole oommcncera ft erfer des problftmes 

ycooomiques aux pays de 1 ’Europe et an Japan; les faire sortir dn 
Diarchy des ventes d’armes les nTnnm-m ngf ai ni .. .. i.. .i i. 


mardte des ventes d’armes les ploagera certamement le 
tnarastne yconomique, ce qui ks emp£chera, et poor longtemps, 
de songer ft contester notre suprSmatie.* 

AwJ de prendre cong6 d* Aristote, Bush, fier de hn-enyme, 
d e m a n da : «A ma place, ne croyez-vous pas que tout president des 
Erats-uns se serait fix6 des objectifs identiqnes ft ceux que je me 
sms 

-La plupait, M. le prtsident, mais pas tons. Washington, 
Linc oln ou artcac Wilson ne Fauraient certainement pas fait. Pour 
oa ba miiie * qni ont mazqoy FHistoire, les objectifs anraknt 6X6 
1111 °nire mondial dans leqnel rtgneraient la pai x et la 
justice et non des formes vfles d’assermsement et iFexploitation 

*™*eaant que vods m’ayez port la question, je 
vous c onseil le de cesser de jooer an vuigatre potiticar et <F essayer 

deoevratr un grand homme, mi president qni a compris 
1 lusto ue, qm oeuv re dans son sens et dost elle se souviendra, 

sgoim ier encore qae deux ans ft la Maison Blanche! 
^xrii ab MOQidi p ar cette *doucbe* inaCendue avait eavie de 
aoaader matediatement des edifications ft cet impertinent 

^2?^. nnlheureasemem rendek-vW^ck 

presideDt dn lobby des ooustructems antmnobfles._ 

Steri Farait 
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NCR rejects 
ATT’s $6b 

hostile bid 

NEW YORK (R) — NCR Crop 
Friday rejected American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Co’s $6.12 
billion hostile takeover offer as 
“grossly inadequate,” setting die 
stage for a possible battle for 
control of the fifth-largest U.$. 
computer company. 

In rejecting a $9G a share offer 
launched Dec. 2, NCR said it 
would continue to move for- 
ward with its business plans. 
“Clearly ATT is attempting to 
move forward with its business 
plans. “Clearly ATT is attemp- 
ting for hs own purposes to take 
advantage of NCR's artificially 
and temporarily depressed stock 
price,” NCR Chairman Charles 
Exley said in a statement. 

American Te lephone and 
Telegraph (ATT) has tried lo 
buOd a computer business on its 
own for years and has lost bil- 
lions of dollars in the attempt. 

NCR has said it would consid- 
er talks if ATT dug deeper into 
its pockets and bid S12S a share 
or more, which ATT has said is 
unacceptable. 

New York-based ATT said it 
was ,k very disappointed” by the 
rejection and would weigh its 
options, adding that it remains 
“determined to conclude the 
merger with NCR." 

The offer for NCR is ATT’s 
largest merger bid and the first 
hostile tender offer in tbe tele- 
phone giant's history. It has 
expressed a willingness to con- 
sider all aspects of the deal, 
including price, if NCR agrees to 
negotiate. 

NCR's rejection sets the stage 
for ATT possibly to launch a 
proxy battle to unseat the NCR 
board. Control of the board is 
needed to remove anti-takeover 
measures which would make a 
takeover prohibitively expen- 
sive. 


BBC to dose Listener, 
scrap radio expansion 
to save money 


LONDON (R) — - Tbe British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) said Thursday it was dos- 
ing die long-running T 
nwpdae and dropping plans to 
extend its radio network as part 
of an economy drive. 

The decision to dose the 
Listener after more than 60 
yean of publication was made 
became of fallin g Tndwdii p and 
losses of around £1 million 
(SI. 95 million) a year. 

Tbe BBC’s partner in the joint 
venture pubtxsbmg the weekly 
magazine, Britain’s Independent 


around £3 million ($5.9 fluOioa). 

_ The pubtidy fouled corpora- 
tion announced in January that it 
was aiming to cut its annual 
budget by £75 mflfion (SI 46 mil- 
lion) within the next three years. 
The company’s income from 
television licence fees is £1.17 
billion ( $2. 2 8 billion) a year, a 
BBC spokesman said. 

Tbe Listener was founded in 
1929 to cover broadcasting and 
tbe arts and flourished as a 
companion to 


said it would pull out next year. 

Tbe BBC also said it was 
scrapping plans for two new 
local radio stations in Britain, 
with the loss of 35 jobs, to save 


Its appeal faded in the televi- 
sion age, with leadership dump- 
ing from a peak of 153,000 in 
1948 to less than 17,000. The 
magazine, which has a staff of 
20, will close at tbe end of 
January. 


Mubarak recommends 
1,000-day programme 

CAIRO (Rl — President Hosni Mubarak opened Ee>pt\ new 
parliament on Saturday, urging Iraq in respond to peace efforts and 
politicians u> galvanise the economy in three years. 

He called on the newly-elected assembly and the Shura Council, 
a consultative upper house, to work for economic reform. 

“I propose... research on an integrated project which could be 
called the 1,000-day project to liberate the Egyptian economy," 
Mubarak said. 

He did not spell out what he envisaged, but said red tape had to 
be abolished to encourage investment and rekindle confidence. 
Repeating an old theme, he 3lso urged Egyptians to h3\e fewer 
babies. 


.■oops to the 


Egypt, the most populous Arab state, has sent 
multinational force ranged against the Iraqis in Saudi Arabia. 

Although the Kuwait crisis has forced thousands of Egyptian 
workers to return home, participation in the force has won Egypt 
relief on some $14 billion in debts to Washimston and several 
anti-Iraqi Arab states. 

Mubarak told parliament there were signs other friendly coun- 
tries would follow suit in the next few months. 

He said Egypt’s $7 billion military debt to the United States 
would have cost a total of S24 billion in repayments and interest if 
Washington had not written it off. 


Unpopular Canadian tax becomes law 


OTTAWA (R) — A new Cana- 
dian tax on practically every- 


mg a fax became law Friday and 
pushed Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney and his conservatives 
dose to rock-bottom in opinion 
polls. 

Tbe seven per cent goods and 
services tax (GST) won final 
approval late Thursday in tbe 
senate, the upper chamber of 
parliament, despite an opposi- 
tion filibuster that lasted weeks. 

The opposition Liberals, cit- 
ing polls that up to 80 per cent of 
Canadians do not want a new 
tax, blew kazoos and read pas- 
sages from tbe Bible and other 
works in a fruitless attempt to 
prev en t a vote. 

Tbe Conservative government 
is due to institute tbe tax Jan. 1, 


and it is expected to be a nigfat- 
.mare to implement. 

Tbe Canadian chamber of 
commerce estimates that be- 
tween 300,000 and 400.000 small 
businesses have yet to register 
for tbe new tax ami believe many 
are simply not ready to use the 
sophisticated computer systems 
needed to collect it. 

Vilified as a cribs- to-coffins 
tax, tbe new levy will be charged 
on just about all goods except 
food as well as on piano lessons, 
lawyers’ fees and even sending a 
fox. 

The tax will be in addition to 
provincial sales taxes levied in 
nine of Canada’s 10 provinces. 

Mnlroney’s Conservatives 
have slipped dose rock bottom 
in tbe polls since plans for tbe 
tax were announced and are 


supported by only 15 per cent of 
de ci ded voters- Mulroney must 
call an election in less than three 
years. 

The Toronto Star ran an 
editorial cartoon Friday with 
Mulroney depicted as a menac- 
ing, fang-toothed vampire. The 
caption read: “I want to suck 
your wallet.” 

Government and many busi- 
ness leaders maintain that the 
tax will boost the economy be- 
cause it replaces a narrowly ap- 
plied 13.5 per cent manufactur- 
ing sales tax which tended to 
make Canadian products un- 
competitive with imports. 

“The GST is a fair and more 
progressive tax than the antiqu- 
ated, 73-year-old manufac- 
turexs'tf sales tax it replaces,” the 


Globe and Mail of Toronto said, 
in an editorial. 

The tax is expected to raise 
about 20.8 billion Pawarfi»n dol- 
lars ($17.7 billion) in its first year 
and 10 per cent of that will be 
sent as rebates to low-income 
people. 

Tbe government says tbe tax is 
basically re venue- neutral be- 
cause it replaces an <-ricrrpg tax 
and because cf tbe rebate sys- 
tem. But critics say it could be 
used to raise billions of dollars 
and help the government get its 
runaway spending deficit under 
control. 

Economists say the tax will 
boost inflation and some 
analysts worry it will further 
weaken an economy that slipped 
into recession earlier this vear. 


Inflation 
in Britain 
declines 


LONDON (R) — Britain's infla- 
tion rate fell TO 9.7 per cent in 
November from an eight-year 
high of 10.9 per cent the pre- 
vious month, the government 
announced Friday. Officials said 
it had now peaked. 

The decline, the biggest 
monthly drop in four years, 
offered some solace to Prime 
Minister John Major after a 
bleak ueek of economic statis- 
tics which confirmed Britain is 
now in the grip of recession with 
unemployment rising fast. 

But economists said the fall in 
the inflation rate — still higher 
than many of Britain's European 
partners — was not enough to 
tempt the government into relax- 
ing its tight monetary’ squeeze 
and curing interest rates. 

"Inflation has now peaked, 
the treasury said in a statement, 
adding: "... provided oil prices 
remain around recent levels in- 
flation will fall sharply through 
next year.*' 

Opposition parties were unim- 
pressed. however. They de- 
scribed the figure as cosmetic and 
accusing the government of mis- 
management. 

A welter of economic statistics 
released along with inflation Fri- 
day showed British manufactur- 
ing output fell by 2.4 per cent in 
the three months to October. 

“This is stark confirmation 
that the economy is moving into 
a full-blown recession." said 
Keith Skeoch, economist at 
brokers James Cape], 

Despite the drop in inflation, 
it is unlikely Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Norman Lament will 
ease interest rates which have 
pinched industry and left con- 
sumers, particularly mortgage 
holders, with less to spend. 


Market confidence 

in silver wanes 


LONDON (Rj — Silver was 
fixed at a 15-year low of 396.4 
cents an ounce in London Fri- 
day, prompting bullion analysts 
to coniude that market confi- 
dence in the metal has been 
eroded and odds were heavily 
against any quick recovery. 

Silver prices have come under 
selling pressure because of de- 
clining investor interest, 3 world 
glut and concern that deepening 
recession would slash industrial 
demand for the metal. 

“Technically it looks awful 
now that the magic 15-year sup- 
port has been broken," Andrew 
Smith, precious metal analyst at 
UBS Phillips and Drew in Lon- 
don, said. 

The metal, which was fixed in 
London Thursday at 401.25 
cents, could now touch, or tum- 
ble below*, an historic low- of 383 
cents in January' 1976. 

Last year's average price was 
550 cents an ounce on a spot 
market basis,, while the nine- 
month figure for 1990 was 502 
cents. 

Smith said the latest bout of 
selling was due to what he de- 
scribed as technical rather than 
fundamental market factors. 

“To cite the old recessionary- 
fears would be after-the-event 
rationalisation. The market has 
been thin and people have been 
pairing the gold-silver ratio,” he 
said. 

“Silver prices will erode gent- 
ly... sideways and down to 380- 
390. I don't believe in a free fall 
theory," said Ted Arnold, pre- 
cious metals analyst at Merrill 
Lynch, Pierce, Fenner and 
Smith Inc. 

Speculators had been expect- 
ing the gold-silver price ratio, 
recently around a record high of 
90 to one, to return to below that 
level. Smith said. “When it 
didn't do that, they dumped 


silver." 

Prices have come under press- 
ure from so-called ratio trading, 
where U.S. professionals have 
been buying gold and selling 
silver, since the beginning of the 
week. 

One major factor has been 
silver's weak performance since 
peace initiatives emerged in the 
Gulf. 

Peace, while generally creat- 
ing selling pressure for gold, was 
expected to boos: silver on the 
grounds that lower oil prices 
would generate better demand 
for silver from the photographic 
and solder industries. 

The photographich industry, 
which uses silver to make black 
and white film, consumes about 
45 per cent of ail silver mined. 

This coincided with a shift in 
U.S. expectations of a short and 
mild recession to a longer, more 
prolonged economic downturn. 

With supplies increasing and 
demand slowing down, silver 
was likely to behave “like water 
on sand... it tends to erode away, 
it doesn't wash the entire beach 
away but over the years it takes 
away some of it," Arnold said. 

Silver output is nor particular- 
ly sensitive to price movements 
as the metal is mostly a by- 
product of gold and base metal 
smeltering. About 63 per cent of 
the silver mined worldwide is 
estimated to be such a by- 
product, making production cost 
haid to estimate. 

"In accounting terms silver is 
almost a free good — so long as 
the price is above zero, it will be 
mined," Smith said. 

Some production cuts by 
primary silver producers would 
not bring about a significant 
easing of oversupply, he added. 

Heavily indebted Mexico and 
Peru are big primary producers. 


Sofia halts Gorbachev bans direct 
petrol sales trading among republics 


■ 

U.S. wholesale inflation stays strong 


nationwide 

SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria Friday 
banned petrol sales nationwide 
for seven days^to save dwi^tj^qg 
supplies for vital food deligqijjK, 
public transport and emergency 


National radio, quoting the 
company Petrol, said all 
sales to the public would stop 
until Dec. 20. 

Supplies were already 
rationed to 30 litres a month. 

Shortages have been most- 
acute in Sofia, the capital, where 
a sales ban is already in effect. 

Bulgarians face winter with 
basic foods running ont, 
rationed or overpriced on the 
black market — and without an 
effective government. 


MOSCOW (R) — President trying to restore order to a de- 
Mikhail Gorbachev Friday vir- terioraring economy by return- 
tually banned the Soviet repnb- mg power to the central author- 

trading ^jWWMBt .and, Production- is skipping aqross 

with foreign partners. the country and worsening dis- 

He ruled that their first duty tribution links are leading to a 
was to supply the centralised critical shortage of basic goods. 
Soviet state. Most of the 15 republics, ea- 

In a decree Gorbachev ban- g er t0 benefit from their own 
ned all individual deals for 1991 resources, are exerting increased 


The decree is another sign that 
reformist Gorbachev, under in- 
tense pressure to halt a political 
.and economic dou*n ward slide, 
has' slowly been moving --back 
towards the right. 


that could damage existing eco- 
nomic ties and he said enter- 
prises should immediately sign 
contracts for supplying the state. 

The restriction applied to indi- 
vidual agreements with foreign 
countries as well as to barter 
deals. 

Gorbachev’s decree “to pre- 
vent disruption” was aimed at 


power over their own affairs, 
challenging Moscow’s traditional 
centralised control on industry. 
Republics and factories are 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday, December is, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. doQar 
Pound Stealing 
D cg ftc he n mr lc 


661.0 66S.0 
1280.1 1287.8 

446.2 448.9 

S19.7 522-8 

131.2 132.0 


J ap anese yen (for 100) 497-2 500-2 

Dutch guider 395-5 397.9 

Swedish crown 118-3 119.0 

IteBsn Hr* (for 100) 59-1 59.5 

Belg ian franc (for 10) 215.4 216.7 


“Completion of contracts for 

1991 is lagging behind seriously, 

which is putting all branches of 

industry into a critical position," 

the decree said. 

TASS news agency Friday said 

shortages of raw materials' were 

crippling production of house- 

■n/Toncinaiu bold goods in the southwestern 

increasingly signing contracts blic of Mo idova. 

with one another instead of “ 

agreeing 10 sell goods to the Gorbachev said the Soviet 

state at low prices. This had government would soon sign 

disrupted long-established supp- agreements to import raw mate- 

ly lines and threatened to bring rials and ensure that industrial 

many industries to a standstill" output next year was main- 

At a local level, factories are tained. 

carrying out barter deals among The imports will be directed at 

themselves — for example by the food and chemical sectors 

trading machinery for food. and light industry. 


NANNY WANTED 

Live-in nanny to take care of one year-old twins. Ex peri' 
ence and love for children are a must. 

Call 829562 between 2-4 pm and 7-9 pm 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Wholesale inflation remained 
unexpectedly strong in Novem- 
ber despite new evidence the 
U.S. economy is in recession, 
government reports showed Fri- 
day. 

The. Labour .Department re- 
ported that the producer price 
index ( PPI j, a measure of 
wholesale inflation, rose an un- 
expectedly strong 0.5 per cent 
after climbing 1.1 per cent and 
1.6 per cent in the prior months 
due to higher oil prices. 

The data muddied prospects 
that the Federal Reserve central 
bank, committed to taming infla- 
tion, will lower interest rates 
quickly to arrest a severe econo- 
mic downturn. 

Factory* production feil 1 .7 per 


cent, its sharpest decline since 
January'. 1982, the middle of the 
last recession, the Federal Re- 
serve Board said. 

“This is unambiguous evi- 
dence we are going imo a deeper 
-recession than we intiliallv antiri- 
Tpatiftr^aid Gordoff Richards, 
.economist at the National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers. 

Economists are virtually 
unanimous that the U.S. is in for 
six months of declining econo- 
mic activity, but most expect a 
mid- 1991 rebound from reces- 
sion. 

Cuts in car manufacturing 
plants accounted for about half 
the November drop in industrial 
production figures, but every 
major factory sector recorded 
declining output. Usage of fac- 


tory capacity also slumped to 
80.9 per cent from 82.4 per cent 
in October, its lowest rate since 
May 1987. 

Shrinking industrial produc- 
tion, a sign of weak demand, 
usually brings dowjn^prftfc*. Bur 
the producer price incferf'Sb far 
has failed to respond. 

Subtracting the volatile food 
and energy figures from the in- 
dex did not help. The index for 
the core wholesale inflationary 
rate was up 0.5 per cent in 
November, compared with an 
unchanged October rate, the de- 
partment said. 

Economists had expected a 
0.1 per cent PPI advance, tem- 
pered by cheaper oil, and a 0.2 
per cent rise excluding food and 
-evergy prices. 


But analysts saw cause for 
optimism. “These big increases 
are not sustainable," said Alan 
Levenson, director of financial 
services at the Wefa Group. 
Climbing unemployment, 

f ’dn^emic .retail sales and. plant 
itdowns all hamper produc- 
ability to continue passing 
on higher costs to buyers, 
analysts said. 

Already these damping press- 
ures are showing in the PPI. 
About half of the November 
gain in prices that producers 
charged retail and wholesale 
outlets for finished goods was 
accounted for by one-time jumps 
in car and tobacco prices, they 
said. These items rose by a 
seasonally adjusted l.S per cent 
and 3.7 per cent rate, respective- 
ly. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Ford Lincolin - Grand Marquis LS 1990. Dark gray - 2500 miles 
only. Full options. 

Please call 885550 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 - 7:00 
p.m. 


Isuzu Trooper (4x4), model 1986, duty unpaid. Excellent 
condition. 

Call phone: 818913, 813028 


* Mercedes 190 - 1985 white, automatic, foil options - very 
good condition. 

* Toyota Corona XL - 1200 cc - bronze, foil options, automatic. 
Excellent condition. 

Please call 885550 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 pjn. and 390 - 7 pjn. 





Cinema Tel: 625155 

RAINBOW 




^S^Sbow: 330. 


630, &30 pjn. 


Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 


Tom Silk in... 

HER ALIBI 


330, 6:15, &30. Ife30 p. 



Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


THE DANGER 



Madia Ai Jundl & Farouq 

AlFMiawi 

In 

DEATH SQUAD 


Arable 


1130. 3:15. 5:15, 7:1S. 9:45 p 



ANGLICAN CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES IN ENGLISH 

20.12.90 (Thursday) 4.00 pm: Christingle Service 

for children 

23.12.90 (Sunday) 8:00 am: Holy Communion with 

Christmas Carols 
6:00 pm: Christmas Carols in 
Arabic/English 

24.12.90 (Monday) 11:30 pm:Midnfght Mass 

25.12.90 (Tuesday) 11:15 am: Family Christmas Service 

Tel: 628543 



r: 1230, 130. 6:15, &30, Kh». 


APTS & VILLAS FOR RENT 


1. Sweifieh — An extra deluxe ground floor villa 3 bedrooms, 
large reception & tiding area, nice kitchen, maid room, 
garden & garage. 340 m s . 

JD 7,500. 

2. Abdoun village — A separate villa, two storey & basement, 3 
bedrooms, with a terrace overlooking all Amman area. 400m*’. 

Furnished JD 14,000. 

Unfurnished JD 10,080. 

3. Shmeisam — Big v:lia, fully furnished American style 1st 
floor. 3 bedrooms. :arge reception & family room, big terrace, 
ground floor. 2 bedrccrrjs, separate entrance: can be used as 
an office. 600 nr:*'. 

JD 18,000. 

4. Al Jubaiha — A new building consists of 7 apartments, from 1 
bedroom studio. 4-2 bedrooms. 2 full floors, good finishing to 
be rented as one !oL 

JD 20,000. 

5. Abdoun — A beaurfL.*; mansion with open sky light inside, 
outside garden, b=g coen reception area. 4 bedrooms (all 
master), swimming poc: — fis for head of a mission. 

JD 50.000. 

6. Sweifieh — A brans new 1st floor. 3 bedrooms, next to 
Abdoun area. To be finished ihe way you like. 320m*’. 

JD 10,000. 

PleaM call Soha at 687821/687822 am, car phone 

08882821 pm. Rental Dept. 



If you are looking for a Christmas present stop by 

SUBAIH GARMENTS 

to see our great selections of gifts: 


LACOSTE 


benetton . 


CHANEL 

GUCCI 

adldas 

BOSS 

Reeboc 


NIKE 


Wall Street 

• 


Red Line 


We are open Friday 

Address: Bayadir Wadi Elseer, Main Str. 
opposite the mosque Tel: 823485. 
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EC scraps ban on new investments in S . Africa 

ANC resolves unanimously 

to maintain Pretoria sanctions 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The The EC. which comprises the 
African National Congress baJk of South Africa's trading 
(ANC) resolved Saturday to con- partners, is debating whether to 
tinue pressing the world to apply ' lift some sanctions in recognition 
strict sanctions against South of President F.W. de Klerk’s 
Africa. 

The unanimous resolution by 
the ANCs national conference to 
maintain the economic strangle- 
hold on South Africa appeared to 
contradict a statement by ANC 
President Oliver Tam bo Friday 
that sanctions should be re- 
assessed. 

“We... resolve that the existing 
sanctions package be main- 
tained," the conference declared 
to thunderous applause from 
1,600 delegates and hundreds of 
observers. 

The ANC appealed to the U.S. 

Congress and the European- 
Community (EC), holding a sum- 
mit in Rome this weekend with 
sanctions on the agenda, to post- 
pone any consideration of lif ting 
the monetary, trade and cultural 
embargo on South Africa. 

The main black movement 
fighting white rule said all inter- 
national organisations should de- 
lay any decisions on sanctions 
“until tiie ANC and all democra- 
tic formations inside our coun- 
try... initiate discussions with 
them on the issues." 


programme of apartheid refonn. 

The ANC said it could not 
endorse the lifting of sanctions 
while the basic institutions of 
apartheid were still in place and 
while the South African govern- 
ment continued to use violence 
and repression. 

The resolution said the ANC 
was alarmed over orchestrated 
violence against defenceless 
citizens and the continuing ap- 
plication of strict security Taws. 

Peter Mokaba, radical ANC 
youth leader, told Reuters: “The 
people are very angry with the 
pace of reform. The delegates are 
characterised by militancy.'' 

ANC education chief 
Raymond Suttner said the resolu- 
tion accurately reflected the un- 
compromising mood of the con- 
ference, which adopted the mo- 
tion behind dosed doors. 

“The feeling of this conference 
is that De Klerk needs to be 
rewarded with mass action and 
sanctions.” 

In a reference to Tambo's 
speech at Friday's opening of the 
first ANC session held inside the 


country for 30 years, he said the 
call for a sanctions review was a 
sign of the ANCs willingness to 
discuss the issue. 

Yesterday, Tam bo was trying 


already announced, and the re- 
lease of all political prisoners has 
taken place," Kohl said.* 
Diplomats said Kohl was refer- 
ring to the Land Act and the 


to indicate political openness (by Group Areas Act. 


proposing the review). But today 
he himself proposed the resolu- 
tion and there was spontaneous 
applause," Suttner said. 

In Rome. EC leaders agreed 
Saturday to scrap the ECs ban on 
new investments in South Africa, 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
said. 

>Tbe investment ban is the first 
of the ECs sanctions to be lifted 
in recognition of the reforms in- 
troduced by President F.W. de 
Klerk to abolish apartheid. 

Kohl told a news conference 
that the EC would lift all its 


“This declaration expressly 
honours the progress made in 
talks between the South African 
government and .the African 
National Congress," Kohl said. 

German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher said the 
fitting of the ban would reward 
De Klerk for legalising the Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC), 
freeing its deputy leader Nelson 
Mandela and allowing its Presi- 
dent Oliver Tam bo to end years 
in exile. 

Asked if Germany had taken 
the lead in pressing for the lifting 


sanctions against South Africa of sanctions. Kohl replied: 


when Pretoria released all politic- 
al prisoners and repealed key 
legislation on racial segregation. 

“Prior to that, and primarily to 
combat unemployment, the sanc- 
tion on new investment will be 
lifted as an act of goodwill from 
our side," he said. 

“As an important signal for 
South Africa, we have raised the 
prospect of an easing of sanctions 
introduced in 1986 when the 
abolition of important laws. 


“There was a unanimous deci- 
sion.” 

In Johannesburg, a spokesman 
for the ANC said the EC decision 
was against ANC interests. 

But he said he was not dis- 
appointed. 

“If we were disappointed none 
of us would be in this struggle. 
We have Uved with these things 
for many years. There is no place 
for disappointment in our move- 
ment," he said. 


T anks out as crowds try to raid 
Albania Communist Party office 


VIENNA (R) — Army tanks 
enforced an uneasy peace in 
Albania's main industrial citv of 
Elbasan Saturday after anti- 
communist protesters tried to 

storm the local Communist Parrv 

* 

headquarters, Albanian journal- 
ists said. 

Six policemen were reported 
injured, two seriously, in a series 
of city clashes Friday as political 
violence spread in Albania. 
Europe's last bastion of old-style 
communism. 

They were attacked by stone- 
throwing crowds, the Albanian 
news agency (ATA) said in'fhe 
first report of injuries in Elba- 
san, 53 kilometres south of Tira- 
na. 

ATA said demonstrators in 
Elbasan and the sea port of 
Durres smashed shop windows, 
plundered stores and set fire to 
cars. An undisclosed number of 
people were arrested. 

Rampaging protesters also 
tried to attack Elbasan ’s regional 
Communist Party offices, but 
were checked by security forces. 

Albanian journalists, speaking 
by telephone from Tirana Fri- 
day, said tanks had been moved 
into Elbasan to quell the dis- 


orders. 

“Six persons from the forces 
of order were wounded by 
stones. Among a police commis- 
sar and a policeman are in hos- 
pital.” ATA said in its report, 
adding several “thieves and 
wrong-doers" had been 
arrested. 

The agency added that police 
and troops had broken up anti- 
government demonstrations in 
Durres Friday after protesters 
smashed several shop windows. 

Violent protests have swept 
the small Balkan state, the last 
stronghold of Stalinist rule in 
Europe, in a week that saw the 
birth of its first independent 
political party for 45 years. 

After decades of hardline, 
one-party rule, Albania’s Com- 
munists bowed to popular press- 
ure and dumped steadfast 
opposition to a multi-party sys- 
tem. 

Friday’s violence in Elbasan 
and Durres came just a day after 
troops and police quelled a riot 
in the northern city of Shkoder. 
Official media said 10 people 
were injured and 30 were 
arrested in Shkoder. 


ATA said resolutions of sup- 
port for the Communist govern- 
ment of President Ramiz Alia 
were pouring in including many 
from police and military units 
promising “vigilance and alle- 
giance" in defending the country 
against “enemies." 

“If need be we will even sacri- 
fice our lives for the defence of 
the lofty interests of our people 
and our beloved homeland,” 
troops of the “N” military unit in 
Tirana said in their resolution. 

Albanian journalists said 
tanks appeared Friday after 
trouble flared in Elbasan. 

**A group of people burned 
buses and trucks in the centre of 
Elbasan," one journalist said. 

“Police intervened with water 
cannon. The people burned the 
police buses as well and smashed 
the windows of surrounding 
shops.” 

Austrian television Friday 
evening showed footage from 
Albania, obtained by Yugoslav 
television, of mass demonstra- 
tions, a burning bus and a tank 
parked in a side street. It was not 
clear where the scenes were 
filmed. 


Roh: Gorbachev will work 
for Korean reunification 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev has 
promised to take all the steps 
wi thin his power to work towards 
the reunification of Korea, South 
Korean President Roh Tae-Woo 
said Saturday. 

“President Gorbachev said it 
was necessary to be patient and 
cany on dialogue between North 
and South and create an atmos- 
phere of mutual Crust," Roh told 
a news conference. 

“Such an atmosphere would 
allow for creation of concrete 
ways leading to reunification. We 
were in full agreement. And Pres- 
ident Gorbachev said that in this 
connection: ‘I will do everything 
that is possible within my pow- 


m 


cr 

Roh’s visit, which takes place 
less than three months after the 
two countries established di- 
plomatic relations, was crowned 
Friday by a declaration commit- 
ting both co an tries to working 


towards eventual reunification. 

The establishment of ties en- 
ded four decades of hostility since 
before the 1950-53 Korean War 
during which Moscow armed the 
Communist North. 

Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze told his South Korean 
counterpan Choi Ho-Joong that 
Moscow wanted to contribute to 
a settlement of the conflict but 
also wished to maintain its tradi- 
tional strong ties with the Com- 
munist North. 

“We want to kep the good 
relations and broaden coopera- 
tion between the Soviet Union 
and (North Korea), but we also 
want to develop relations with the 
South," Shevardnadze’s spokes- 
man Vitaly Quirking quoted him 
as saying. 

“We want to contribute to im- 
proving the situation on the Ko- 
rean peninsula and help realise 
the dream held by both North 
and Sooth.” 


Haiti election campaign 
closes on peaceful note 


PORT-AU-PRINCE. Haiti 
j(AP) — The campaign for the- 
country’s first democratically 
elected president came to a close 
early Saturday after about 
10,000 supporters of the Rev. 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, a leftist 
priest regarded as the frontrun- 
ner, held a final rally. 

The campaign leading up to 
Sunday’s election has been re- 
latively peaceful, though seven- 
people died at an Aristide rally 
last week. Aristide has blamed 
the attack on a supporter of the 
ousted Duvalier family regime 
who promises to keep the priest 
from becoming president. 

Hundreds of international 
monitors prepared to watch the 
balloting. 

The election is to end decades 
of repressive rule and install its 


first democratically elected pres- 
ident. 

Haiti's last attempt to hold 
democratic elections, on Nov. 
29, 1987. collapsed when assas- 
sins supported by the army shot 
and hacked to death at least 31 
people at polling stations and in 
the streets. 

This -time, the army has 
pledged to provide security, but 
sympathisers of the ousted 
Duvalier dictatorship are 
opposed to a transition to demo- 
cracy. Several hundred interna- 
tional observers are on hand to 
monitor the balloting, along with 
64 unarmed U.N. military advis- 
ers. 

The election campaign by law 
came to a * close at midnight 
Friday after the peaceful rally 
attended by about 10.000 Aris- 
tide supporters. 


Angola, 

UNITA 

reach 

tentative 

agreement 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Anti- 
Communist guerrillas have 
reached tentative agreement 
with the Marxist government of 
Angola on a plan to end 15 years 
of civil war, rebel leader Jonas 
Savimbi said Friday. 

At a lengthy session Thursday 
under the auspices of the United 
States. Soviet Union and Portug- 
al, the warring sides agreed to 
set a date for free elections and 
then immediately sign a cease- 
fire, Savimbi told reporters. 

■ 

The breakthrough in the tor- 
tuous peace efforts followed a 
fluTry of .Washington meetings 
this week, including an unpre- 
cedented session between 
Savimbi and Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze.. 
Savimbi. who until now had 
been vilified by the Kremlin as 
an anti-Communist menace, also 
met with President George Bush ' 
Thursday. 

Washington and Moscow have 
been pressing their allies in 
Angola to stop the fighting, 
which has killed more than 
300,000 people and left the 
mineral-rich country in ruin. 

The United States has shipped 
the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola, or 
UNITA, rebels as much as S50 
million in weapons every year 
since 1986. The Soviets have 
given the Angolan government 
as much as $800 million annual- 
ly. U.S. officials say. 

Under the proposed agree- 
ment readied Thursday, both 
sides would stop sending 
weapons once a ceasefire is 
signed, U.S. officials said. 


Cheney 
may cancel 
A-12 bomber 
programme 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
announced Friday he will cancel 
the navy's troubled A-12 bom- 
ber programme in three weeks 
unless the navy can give him a 
good reason to keep it. 

“The A-12 programme is in 
serious trouble," Cheney said in 
a memorandum to Navy Secret- 
ary Lawrence Garrett, portions 
of which the Defence Depart- 
ment made public. 

The A-12 is designed to re- 
place the A-6, which flies from 
aircraft carriers. 

“The apparent schedule slip- 
page, cost growth and manage- 
ment deficiencies in this prog- 
* ramme are intolerable,” Cheney 
wrote. 

Cheney told Gartett to show 
cause by Jan. 4 why the prog- 
ramme should not be termin- 
ated. 

The action followed by two 
days the resignation of Defence 
Department procurement chief 
John Betti, who was criticised 
early this week by the Pentagon 
inspector general for failing to 
pursue problems with the A-12. 

Cheney's memo was hailed 
immediately by House Govern- 
ment Operations Committee 
Chairman John Conyers, a 
Michigan Democrat whose com- 
mittee has conducted hearings 
on the matter. 

"I congratulate secretary 
Cheney for his actions on the 
A-12," COnyers said. “We still 
need to address the cosy old 
boys' network in the whole $160- 
bilUon procurement system." 

The government is investigat- 
ing potential criminal wrong- 
doing in connection with cost 
overruns and schedule delays in' 
the programme, the Washington 
Post reported earlier this week. 

Meanwhile the U.S. army said 
Friday it is cancelling develop- 
ment of the planned FOG-M 
missile designed to destroy tanks. 




Shatalin 
blames 
distribution 
tor food 
shortages 


MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet food 
shortages are due entirely to 
distribution problems and eco- 
nomic disarray, not a lack of 
food, a presidential adviser said 
Friday. He added that emergen- 
cy steps are needed to resolve 
the crisis. 

Foreign countries continued 
to ship tons of humanitarian aid 
to the Soviet Union, however. 
And at a summit meeting in 
Rome, tiie European Commun- 
ity (EC) Friday approved $1 
billion in emergency aid to help 
the Soviet economy. 

The aid also is meant to bols- 
ter President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, who has been attacked 
by hardliners and radicals during 
the nation's economic and poli- 
tical turmoil. 

Soviet ports and borders have 
been swamped by the humanita- 
rian shipments. More than 1.6 
milli on metric tons of imported 
goods were waiting at ports and 
about 7,000 railways cars were 
waiting at border stations. 

But Stanislav Shatalin, the 
presidential economic adviser, 
said in an interview that there 
was no shortage of food in the 
Soviet Union. 

“Hunger is not an issue. 
There's enough food," said Sba- 
talin. “The issue is how to find it 
and distribute it so that it doesn’t' 
get into the hands of the mafia, 
saboteurs and corrupted ele- 
ments." 

Black marketeers have pil- 
fered state supplies, and the 
practice is fuelled by heavy- 
handed economic control that 
makes it more profitable for 
farmers to sell their products 
through unofficial channels. 

Friday's Moskovskaya Pravda 
reported that the KGB secret 
police, searching Moscow ware- 
houses for hidden food, found in 
one shop nearly 2 metric tons of 
meat, 750 cans of instant coffee 
and 880 pounds of butter. 

The government says deliver- 
ies of iqost products are running 
15 per cent to 11 per cent below 
1989 levels, mostly due to pilfer- 
ing and profiteering. 

Shatalin said efforts toward 
economic and political change 
are inextricably linked with the 
food problem. But in the course 
of working out reforms, “there 
were things we didn't know how 
to do, and couldn't do, and a 
difficult situation emerged. And 
these have to be resolved by 
emergency measures." 

Shatalin did not say what 
emergency measures he had in 
mind. 

But the term has been used in 
recent weeks to mean a severe 
crackdown on black marketeers 
blamed for the disappearance of 
food from state-run stores in 
Moscow, Leningrad and other 
cities as winter approaches. 

Gorbachev ordered the KGB 
and other law enforcement 
bodies to halt pilfering, and gov- 
ernment commissions have been 
formed to monitor the problem 
and direct the distribution of 
food. Workers' committees and 
other informal groups also are 
tracking food on the way to its 
, destination, Sha talin said. 

But the heart of the problem 
remains land ownership and the 
chance to produce food profit- 
ably, be said. Individuals must 
be given farmland from the 
state-owned farms and from col- 
lective farms that now can re- 
serve only some of their product 
for private use. 


Communist chief calls for 
Soviet Salvation Front 


MOSCOW (R) — Ivan Poloz- 
kov, recognised leader of Soviet 
Communist hardliners, called 
Saturday for the formation of a 
“union for the salvation of the 
fatherland" to prevent creeping 
capitalism. 

Polozkov, Communist Party 
chief for the Russian Federation, 
die biggest Soviet republic, 
issued his call on the eve of a key 
session of the country’s prime 
legislature expected to approve 
wider powers for President 

Mikhail Gorbachev. 

The new movement, be said in 
the main Communist daily Prav- 
da, should “anite patriotic and 
democratic forces... to establish 
popular control over the proces- 
ses of social transformation and 
prevent a transition to a market 
system behind die backs of the 
workers." 

Polozkov, echoing criticism of 
Gorbachev voiced at a session of 
the Soviet party’s policy-setting 
Central Committee last Mon- 
day, said reforms had allowed 
“anti-Soviet and anti-Socialist 
elements” to take power in 
many parts of the country. 

IBs call for a new organisation 
to oppose radicals followed a 
similar appeal this month by a 
shadowy “centrist bloc” for the 
removal of Gorbachev and the 
establishment of a “national 
salvation front" to run the 
country. 

Polozkov charged that radicals 
— the term now widely used for 
r e formers seeking a total change 
in the Soviet system — had 
seized control of most of the 
media, where even once-official 
organs now take a strongly inde- 
pendent line. 

“Modem capitalism of the 
Western type is being widely 
advertised to Soviet people, but 
in fact the way is being opened 
to the domination of our domes- 
tic c riminal bourgeoisie and the 
establishment of the rule of the 
mafia," Polozkov said. 

His article, which made no 
mention of food and medical aid 
from Western countries now 
pouring into the Soviet Union, 
appeared amid a growing debate 
on whether Gorbachev himself b 
moving to the right. 

Radicals says they fear a poli- 
tical crackdown under cover of me- 
asures to deal with economic 


chaos which has brought a major 
ftien q rf ion of food deliveries. 

Senior foreign diplomats in 
Moscow say they do not expect 
broad-scale action against radic- 
als or the elected governments in 
several Soviet republics which 
are seeking either to secede from 
the union or achieve effective 

independence. 

But the diplomats say they 
have been alarmed by si gnals 
that the stiU-Communist KGB 
and army leadership would like 
to take a stronger hand and by 
Gorbachev’s replacement of a 
liberal interior minister by a 
hardliner. 

Radicals — including the lead- 
ers of Baltic Latvia, Lithuania 
and Estonia and former political 
prisoners who are now deputies 
to the Russian Federation parlia- 
ment — say they are worried 
that Gorbachev wants his new 
powers to establish authoritarian 
rule. ‘ 

Alarm in Latvia that some 
action might be under study in 
Moscow to limit the powers of 
the republic’s government and 
parliament has been fed by a 
series of calls published by Prav- 
da for “order” to be restored. 

Latvia and Estonia are to send 
observer delegations to the ses- 
sion of the Soviet Congress of 
People’s Deputies opening in the 
Kremlin Monday, arguing that if 
they leave their seats empty their 
views could be distorted. 

Lithuania, where the native 
population b in the overwhelm- 
ing majority, decided Friday not 
to attend the congress but Presi- 
dent Vytantas Landsbergb sent 
a message wishing it success in 
“strengthening democracy.” 

Gorbachev has made clear 
that be sees hb priority as pre- 
venting a break-up of the coun- 
try and has offered a new union 
treaty giving republics wider 
freedoms. But many of the re- 
publics say it is not enough and 
want control over their own re- 
sources. 

■ 

In a bid to prevent erosion of 
Moscow’s control over regional 
economies, Gorbachev issued a 
decree Friday barring republics 
and individual enterprises horn 
signing direct contracts with 
each other or with foreign part- 
ners. 


Khaleda Zia prepares 
for Bangladesh elections 


DHAKA (R) — The widow of 
an assassinated Bangladeshi 
leader told -supporters-, Saturday 
to start working for elections to 
restore democracy following the 
downfall of President Hussain 

Mohammad Ershad. 

■ 

“ Unofficially the campaign 
has begun," Begum KhalaHa 
Zia, leader of the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP), said at 
a student rally just one day after 
acting President Shahbuddin 
Ahmad set March 2 as the date 
for parliamentary polls. 

Khaleda said the nation was 
grateful to the students who 
spearhea d ed the movement to 
oust Ershad, who resigned on 
Dec. 4 after weeks of strikes, 
demonstrations and street 
dashes in which at least 80 peo- 
ple were killed. 

She urged them to return to 
their studies and said fi ghting 
poverty and illiteracy in one of 
the world's least developed 
countries would be a priority of a 
BNP government. 

Many people carried pictures 
of her husband, Ziaur Rahman , 
who ruled for six years until he 
was shot by soldiers in 1981. 

Sheikh Hasina, daughter of 


the country’s first president. 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who 
was also assassinated, was due to 
address her supporters of her 
Awami League later Saturday. 

The two women have been 
uneasy allies in the fight to bring 
down Ershad, the 60-year-old 
general who seized power in 
1982 and crushed many attempts 
to drive him out. 

He held parliamentary elec- 
tions in 1988 but the main 
opposition parties boycotted 
them as a sham. 

A senior BNP member said 
renewed rivalry in the upcoming 
campaign could damage Bang- 
ladesh even as it rejoiced in the 
end of dictatorship. 

“We must forget about party 
divisions,'* one-time Finance 
Minister Sarfur Rahman told 
Reuters. “We need bread more 
than ballots.” 

The economy was on the 
verge of collapse and production 
had all but ground to a halt, he 
said. 

“Too many expectations have 
been raised. Everybody will 
want their share and it will be 
impossible to meet every in- 
terest.'* 


Testimony ends at Mendes murder trial in Brazil 


XAPURI, Brazil (AP) — The 
defence and prosecution pre- 
pared their final arguments 
Saturday in the- trial of a rancher 
charged with plotting the murder 
of rain forest activist Chico 
Mendes. 

Hundreds of people planned a 
vigil at Mendes* grave to mark 
the end of die trial and to com- 
memorate what would have 

been his 46th birthday. 

Mendes was a leader of a 
rubber-tapper’s movement 
opposed to the slash-and-burn 
destruction of the vast Amazon 
rain forest by ranchers and far- 
users. 

“We will celebrate Chico’s 
birthday in the morning, and the 
conviction of his killers by night- 
fall,” said prosecution lawyer 
Mazdo Toxnaz Bastes. 

On Friday, the defence chose 
not to call any of the four witnes- 
ses it had lined up to testify. The 
defence also waived cross- 
examination of two of the pro- 
secution’s «nam witnesses. 

- Defence lawyer Ruben Lopes 
Torres described the testimony 
presented by prosecution witnes- 
ses as 'Very tenuous" and lack- 


ing in hard evidence. 

In testimony Friday, a young 
ranchhand caused a sensation in 

the tiny Xapuri courthouse when 
he described how Da Silva threw 
a barbecue to celebrate Mendes* 
slaying. 

Genezio Barbosa da Silva, 15, 
gave detailed testimony about 
the rancher. 

Prosecutors say the boy has 
received death threats, and he 
has been living in hiding for 
nearly two years thousands of 
miles away. 1 

Da Silva's son and co- 
defendant, Dares Alves Pereira, 1 
confessed to the shooting on the 
trial's opening day Wednesday. . 

Mendes, 46, was a onion lead- 
er who over the years became a 
symbol of Brazil's poor and- 
landless. His titling galvanised 
international efforts to save the 

rain forest. 

■ 

He organised opposition 
among rubber tappers to ran- 
cbers'wbo celarcut chunks of the 
delicate Amazon rain forest for 
pasture. The jungle, once 
cleared, rapidly loses its topsoil 
and becomes barren of most 


vegetation within a few years. 
The burning used to dear the 
forest is also a factor in global 
warming. 

The small wooden courthouse 
was packed with officials and 
family members of the popular 
Mendes, the rights to whose 
story are being sought by film 
producers. 

Prosecutors asked that the de- 
fendants be removed from the 
courtroom during Genezio’s 
nearly five bonis of testimony. 

Standing before Judge Adair 
Longbmi, Genezio told the five- 
man, two-woman jury of his life 
on Alves da Silva's Parana 
Ranch and what happened there 
on Dec. 22, 1988, the day 
Mendes was killed. 

“I was lying in my bed. It was 

about 9 o'clock at night. I heard 
Darri coming, running" he said 
softly but firmly. “Daily was 
waiting for faun on the front 
porch. Dana said: ’Mendes is 
dead."* 

Genezio hung his head. “I was 
too frightened. Z stayed in my 
bed." 

Longhini asked him what the 


rancher’s reaction was. 

“Daily answered: “The cow is 
caught. Tomorrow we shall cook 
another for the barbecue," 
Genezio told the jurors. There 
were gasps in the courtroom. 

The boy added, “Dara said he 
had taken one shot.” 

No one spoke of Mendes’ 
murder at the barcecue next dav 
be said. 

Longhini asked what the 
'teenager knew about the Alves 
da Silva dan. Genezio, a distant 
relative, gave a grisly litany of 
killings, he claimed took place 
during the seven years he lived 
on the ranch. 

Once, be said, two Bolivian* 
came up and asked for a drink of 
water. As they were leaving, 
Dard and his brother Olod 
drove by and shot them to 
their bags. The bodies were left 
by the side of the road. 

Torres, file defence -counsel, 
discoipited Genezio’s testimony. 
He said the boy had been re- 
hearsed to testify by “leftist poli- 
tical organisations.” 

The defence, however, chose 
not to cross-examine 



Thatcher has 
no regrets 

LONDON (AP) — In her first 
interview sinoe her ouster as 
prime minister, Margaret 
Thatcher says she believes she 
achieved much of her vision for 
Britain and would not change 
her policies if rite had her time in 
power again. Mrs. Thatcher, 65, 
resigned on Nov. 28 after 11V4 
years in power when Conserva- ■ 
tive Party elders told her she : 
could not win a party leadership 
election. “I have never been 
worried about being unpopular,.' 
if I felt what I was doing was 
right." she said in the interview 
in the Dec. 17 issue of the House 
of Commons magazine House, 
copies of which were available 
Saturday. She added: “In gener- 
al terms, I would not change any, 
of the policies if I had my time 
again and no, no, no I don’- r 
spend time regretting... “I air 
just getting on with the next job 
in hand.” Mrs. Thatcher became 
a rank-and-file Tory legislator ir 
the House of Commons on bet 
resignation. She how leads : 
group of Tories in the Common; 
called the “no turning back 
group." They want the govern- 
ment led by her successor John 
Major to continue with her tight- 
en oney, pro-capitalist policies.' 
Her protege Major, the former 
treasury chief in her cabinet,, 
took over as prime minister the 
sam e day she left. Mis. Thatcher 
said in the interview that it had 
been an uphill struggle to 
achieve what she wanted fOT 
Britain.- 

■ 

Another Monroe 
film 28 years after 
her death 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Long- 
lost scenes of Marilyn Monroe, 
including ope of her in the nude,- 
have been rediscovered and 
made into a film that disputes 
the notion she was adrift and. 
unable to work during her last 
months. The scenes are from 
Monroe's late movie effort, the : 
uncompleted Something’s Got -; 
To Give, and were stored until 
1982 in a Kansas salt mine. They 
ate incorporated in a pew, 
documentary film called' 
Marilyn: Something's Got To'. 
Give. The Dever-sho wn -before =5 
footage is ax odds with the wide- ' 
spread belief that Monroe spent 
the last months of her life in 
deep depression, said Henry : 
Schipper,, who produced, wrote 
and narrates the documentary 
film. “Not only did she look ' 
terrific, her scenes were power- - 
fill," be said. Monroe died from 
an overdose of pDls at age 36 on 
Aug. 5, 1962. Her death was a 
suicide. About six hours of un- £ 
edited footage of Something's ■? 
Got To Give was stored in the •_ 
Kansas mine and forgotten after ’ 
her death. Schipper, looking for 
material for a feature film com- i; 
memorating what would have : 
been Monroe’s 64th birthday.' 
discovered the film when it was ' 
taken from the mine and stored .; 
with boxes of other films in’ 
Hollywood. In an interview, he ' 
said he spent six months prepar- 
ing the documentary and using a 1 
painfully slow colour correcting ■ 
process on the fading film. 

Volunteers hide fire 
trucks 

ROEBOURNE, Australia (AP) 

— Firetrucks aren’t easiest 
things to hide, but Lorraine 
Wielgomasz has stashed away 
two of them to ensure they stay 
in the small outback town of 
Roebourne. The Western Au- 
stralia state fire brigade board 
wants to move the trucks to 
Wickham, 12 kilometres away. 
But Mrs. Wielgomasz. captain of 
file local volunteer fire brigade, 
says that’s too far to be safe. On 
Wednesday, she made a long 
stand and hid the fire en gin e. 
By Friday, she had gained wide- 
spread support from 
Roe bourne’s 2,000 residents. 
“All the people are behind me,” 
she said. “They are coming up to 
me and telling me to keep 
going.” Troubles began foj 
Roeboorne’s 11-member volun- 
teer fire brigade a year ago when 
they found properties adjoining 
their newly opened fire station 
were contaminated with asbes- 
tos. The fire brigade board was 

forced to close the station after a 

long-running dispute with the 
Roebourne Shire Council a bom 
cleaning up the sites. The coun- 
cil says it's not responsible be- 
cause the contaminated land h 
privately owned. In a victory foi 
Mbs. Wielgomasz, the fire boani 

said fire eogmes couM stay m the 

town if a place can be finmd tc 
house them. Now Mis. Wielgo- 
masz — who isn’t prepared tc 
give up file fire engines just yel 

— w ants t he Western Australia 
state government to come to tP“ 
aid of Roebourne, 1 
kilometres north of Perth 
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